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Front cover photo- Bobby. Photo by Catherine Brady 

Back cover – Riley and Morgan. Photo by Debbie 
Payne 

Contributions for publication in Brayings are 
extremely welcome!  

Please send your news and photographs to Editor 
Chase Day preferably by email to 
donkey@hmdp.com 

If you do not have access to email, you can post your 
contribution to Chase Day, PO Box 490, Ballan VIC 
3342 
 
Submissions may be subject to editing. 
 
Disclaimer 
The information and opinions expressed in this 
newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
Donkey Society of Victoria (DSV) or the Editor. While 
reasonable care is taken on our behalf the DSV takes 
no responsibility for any errors or omissions in 
information in this newsletter. Readers are advised to 
get professional advice where required.  
 
Brayings is the official quarterly newsletter of the 
Donkey Society of Victoria Inc., ABN 82 148 300 307, 
Registration no. A0000117Z (www.donkey.org.au), a 
member of the Affiliated Donkey Societies of 
Australia. 

Brayings is printed by Larkin Printers Leongatha 

Editorial 
Alas, the merry go round of in and out of lockdown 
continues. When this combines with the atrociously 
cold and wet weather, doing anything with your 
longears becomes nigh on impossible! 
 
Hopefully you have all been safe during the recent 
crazy winds – falling trees and flooded paddocks are 
not much fun at all. 
 
Hopefully Spring is not far away, when we can enjoy 
warmer weather and the arrival of…… FOALS!!!! 
 
Take care of yourselves and your furbabies. 
 
Chase Day 

 
Can we help you? 
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Stay warm and dry! 
Despite having gone past the longest night, Victoria still feels very wintry!! Hope you are all 
managing to stay warm and dry. 

Njika braves the flood (Jenny McNab) 
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Assignations 

 
Asstrax 

Contact Ann Berrett - annber2016@outlook.com 
 

 
Assabouts 

Contact Fiona Mottram - 0447 343 665 (text preferred) or email honkydonkherd@gmail.com 
 

Out and about with Plonka and Wonka 
From John and Judy Wright 

A last-minute decision (the day prior anyway) 
to do something for World Donkey Day (WDD) 
led to us to taking Plonka and Wonka out for a 
skinny latte! 

Twenty-four hours prior we had approached 
Popps Place at Beaufort (near Ballarat) which 
was a new drive thru Coffee Shop / Café 
catering for locals as well as the 
passing Western Highway traffic, to 
see if they would be happy with a 
few donkeys out front. Not only were 
they happy with the idea but they 
also spread the word via social 
media.   

We arrived just before 9am and it 
was great to see the number of 
people generally interested in 
Donkeys and their welfare. Of 
course, there were those taking a 
2nd look as they drove past no doubt 
surprised by seeing a donkey outside 
a Café. Both donkeys did seem more 
interested in the “goodies” on offer 
at the florist next door as the 
following day was Mother’s Day. 

As expected Plonka and Wonka were a hit, 
and this was a great way to not only promote 
Donkeys, the DSV and World Donkey Day but 
to also meet with locals and travellers. It is 
our intention to get involved with Animal Aid 
Abroad for next year’s WDD and maybe with a 
few extra hands we can get the other donks 
out as well. 
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Assabouts 
Words and photos by Fiona Mottram.  
 
A combination of regular bad weather, 
people's work commitments, and Covid 
restrictions has meant that South Gippsland 
Assabouts have only had one outing since our 
last reported event in April. However, we 
lucked in with a magnificent sunny day to 
meet in July at Jennie Teskey's home at Toora 
North. Jennie doesn't have a float and isn't 
near someone else who can pick her up, so 
her lovely young gelding George only joins in 
when we visit their home. The Teskeys live on 
a winding, 5km dead-end dirt road that runs 
parallel with the Franklin River. So, we can go 
for a decent length outing in beautiful 
surroundings simply by going along their road. 
Excitable horses, placid cows, defensive dogs, 
tractors, wildlife, running water and even a 
Council Road maintenance vehicle provide 
valuable experiences for the attending 
equines.  

Jennie Teskey and George investigate a brightly 
coloured letterbox 

Lynda Hall was unable to bring Phoenix as the 
region's big storm resulted in so many fallen 

trees that Fiona couldn’t drive her float safely 
to collect them. Linda's car was just able to 
get through. Consequently, Lynda attended as 
a walker and led Fiona Mottram's gelding 
Blithe Moon Key. Jennie led George. Her 
friend Alice led George's paddock companion; 
an elderly pony named Poppy. Fiona rode 
Keysoe Tambo. The Council Road crew were 
delighted to meet us and enjoyed taking 
photos, both with their phone-cameras and 
ours. They were also very considerate about 
parking their truck as close to the road edge 
as possible and turning off the engine when 
they met us on both the outward and return 
legs. Alice and Poppy turned back partway 
during the outing as the mare's Cushing’s 
disease results in painful laminitis, which 
restricted her ability to walk very far or 
briskly, although she seemed to enjoy being 
out and about. 

Lynda Hall leading Blithe Moon Key, Fiona Mottram 
riding Keysoe Tambo, Jennie Teskey with George 

and Alice with Poppy 
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Jennie Teskey and George in front followed by 
Lynda Hall and Blithe Moon Key 

It was a fun day. Jennie is keen to take us for a 
walk up a trail climbing through the bush at 
the rear of their property when we next come 
to her place in dry weather. Meanwhile, Fiona 

has loaned a small gelding mule JoJo to be 
George's playmate and paddock friend. Poppy 
doesn't have the energy or agility for the 
amount of paddock play that George would 
like to indulge in.  

The next Assabouts outing, pending 
favourable weather and Covid rules 
relaxation, is on 5 August along the Grand 
Ridge Rail Trail from Mirboo North. As the 
weather improves, Assabouts may return to 
holding two events per month. Please contact 
Fiona on 0447 343 665 or email 
honkydonkherd@gmail.com if you are 
interested in joining an Assabouts outing, 
whether a one-off or regularly, and with or 
without a longears.

The Plains Speaking 
Activities of Gippsland Asstrax Members. 

Compiled by Jennifer McNab and Ann Berrett: 
photos by Tracey Brand, Peter McNab. 

From Jenny at ‘Lownthwaite’ 

Jenny with Nijka and Ned, meeting some children 

We had all been looking forward to an outing 
in May, however, Ann and Hilary were the 
only ones to get out for a drive/ride. Hilary 
took her mare Fly out for some experience 
with carts. Fly was not well behaved but SS 
Miranda kept her cool and did not react to 
Fly’s antics.  

At the end of April, Jackston managed to 
scratch his cornea which developed into the 
painful condition of a corneal ulcer. We had 
veterinary treatment within 24 hours of the 
initial scratch and treatment seemed to clear 
it up in the first week. A few days post 
treatment, the eye became weepy again and 
obviously painful. Another veterinary exam 
showed that the original scratch had healed 
but with an inclusion. Then followed another 
5 weeks of intensive drops and ointments, 8 
times a day. The eye has now healed well. 

June saw us all back in ‘stay at home’ 
restrictions. The Asstrax group had planned a 
lunch at Heyfield, but it did not come to pass. 
June brought us the most intense rain we 
have experienced, 120 mm in about 12 hours. 
The wind was horrendous. By about 5-30am I 
could no longer stay in bed wondering how 
everyone was outside. Jack and Duncan’s 
paddock had flooded, and they were 
marooned on a small patch of higher ground. 
In the dark, I set up a fence in another 
paddock for them, put hay in the shelter, then 
went back to get them.  
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I opened the gates and put a headcollar on 
Jack. With Duncan following we waded 
through the water in the laneway, across the 
house-yard and into the other higher 
paddock.  

The flooded laneway! 

Jack wanted a stop-off in the hayshed and 
needed some convincing that it would be OK 
where we were going. They were brave and 
calm and immediately settled into the new 
venue. 

The boys happier on higher ground 

July did see seven of us get together. Ann and 
Graham Berrett, Hilary Dortmans, Sharyn 
Jackson and Peter and Jenny McNab enjoyed 
a social lunch at a small restaurant in Heyfield. 

Our big news here is the addition of Zahara 
Yclipse to our fur family. We are very grateful 
to Tracey and John for their trust in us. She 
had about 8 weeks with Rachel Haslau for 

harness training and has now settled into the 
quiet life here at Lownthwaite. We look 
forward to outings with her once I can get 
harness organised. 

Jenny driving Yclipse with Rachel 

Yclipse settling in at ‘Lownthwaite’ 

Tracey has had Sasha Sallee of Moondarra 
Horsemastership to assist with training of her 
two 2020 foals, Wombalyn Rise Luna and W R 
Dusty. Sasha has a wonderful rapport with 
horses and is now working with Tracey’s 
donkeys and mule. 
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Wombalyn Rise Luna in training 

Wombalyn Rise Dusty in training 

From Ann at ‘Ardock Farm’. 

Winter months are not the best time for 
motivation to ride and drive. Still winter 
months offer the opportunity to get to some 
of those tasks on the To Do List: Equine 
dentals booked, drenching completed, yards 
repaired, paddocks cleaned (if you can ever 
keep up), and groundwork with the 
youngsters. 

I have written before about my attempts to 
administer oral pergolide mesylate to Daisy 
donkey, to manage Cushing’s. Daisy 1, me 0, 
Cushing’s! More recently, we have a solution, 
thanks to some research by Jen. 

For several weeks I have successfully 
administered ½ Prascend tablet (pergolide) 

each day to Daisy by tunnelling out a piece of 
carrot and secreting it inside. I have had to 
increase the dose to 1 tablet in response to 
symptoms not being completely controlled on 
the lower dose. Fingers crossed that Daisy and 
I keep ahead of Cushing’s for as long as 
possible. 

We send you all our best wishes in these 
difficult times. Our animals keep us busy and 
‘in the moment’. Contact Ann Berrett for 
information about Asstrax. 

From Tracey and ‘Wombalyn Rise’. 

Southern Sky’s Dolly Varden – due to foal soon 

Wombalyn Rise Kenzi- due to foal soon
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Jack, John, or Jenny? 
From http://calkinsart.net/donkeyinfo/jacksjennies.html 
 

Which gender is best for you? 

 No two donkeys are exactly alike.  They are 
individuals with very distinct personality 
traits.  Their behaviour patterns can be 
influenced by environment, by gender, or by a 
learned habit.  Once socialized with humans 
donkeys can be very affectionate and lovable. 
Donkeys are equines but a donkey's 
willingness to accept a human as a member of 
their herd and their ability to form an 
emotional attachment to a human make a 
donkey less horse-like and more of a 
companion animal like man's relationship 
with dogs. 

Jenny: 

A jenny (jennet) is a female donkey.  Young 
jennets in some ways remind me of human 
teenage girls.  They giggle a lot and prefer to 
"hang out" in groups.  They are daddy's sweet, 
loveable, little girl until they begin 
approaching sexual maturity.  A young jennet 
can begin having a monthly heat cycle as early 
as eight months old.  

Once they reach sexual maturity most jennets 
have a strong maternal instinct.  Young 
maiden jennets may even practice their 
mothering skills on humans or small animals 
by wanting to "herd" you and keep you away 
from other animals.  It isn't unusual for an 
older jennet to "adopt" a human child or adult 
and be very protective and affectionate 
toward that person.  

Approximately twenty-five days out of every 
month a jennet will be content to eat, sleep, 
and socialize with humans.  For the other five 
days of the month the normally sweet girl can 
be grouchy and short-tempered because her 

hormones are urging her to seek a mate.  
During this time, she may eat only when 
hunger forces her to, and she is definitely 
distracted by being "boy-crazy" during this 
time.  

When a jennet is pregnant, she may be 
clinging and demanding of more affection. 
After foaling she may focus all her attention 
and affection on her newborn for several days 
or even weeks and be very protective toward 
it, so it is wise to use caution when 
approaching a jennet with a foal.  Some 
jennets can become very aggressive toward 
humans and other animals in their desire to 
protect their baby.  

Baby donkeys are adorable but before you 
decide to have your jennet bred take a 
moment to consider your family pet will have 
a different and demanding job for the 
approximately twelve months and twelve 
days of her pregnancy and for up to ten 
months after the foal is born being a mother.  
Besides losing your family pet for nearly two 
years another thing you should consider is you 
will have the responsibility of training and 
seeing to the needs of the foal for its entire 
life which can include finding a loving family 
to adopt and love it if you decide you don't 
want to keep it.  

There is an emotional price you will pay if you 
don't want to keep the foal.  It rips out a part 
of your heart when the jennet frantically cries 
for her baby as it is hauled away.  The ka-ping 
you feel in your chest is the same feeling you 
felt when you watched your youngest child 
get on the school bus for the first time on the 
first day of school. The difference is you knew 
your baby would be coming home after 
school, and your jennet instinctively knows 
she will never see her baby again.  
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I feel jennet owners should breed responsibly 
and not just because they want a cute, cuddly 
donkey foal.  Before having a jennet bred sit 
down and talk it over with your family and 
make long range plans about what you will do 
with the foal, whether you will keep it or find 
a loving family to adopt it and give it a lifetime 
home.  I am not anti-breeding, but I do feel a 
very strong responsibility to protect and 
provide for the needs of all my children 
whether they are human or donkey.  There 
are thousands of donkeys each year who are 
unwanted and without homes.  

John or Gelding: 

A John donkey is a castrated jack and is also 
called a gelding.  A donkey can be gelded as 
early as right after birth or later when he is 
older.  The younger he is gelded the less likely 
he will develop jack-like tendencies.  Geldings 
have a jack's intelligence but without the 
influence of the breeding hormones.  A 
gelding focuses all his attention on eating, 
sleeping, playing, and socializing with humans.  
Because he is a castrated animal and no 
longer influenced by the breeding urges the 
purpose of a gelded donkey's life becomes 
being a love sponge to soak up all the 
attention and affection a human can give him.  
Their natural curiosity, intelligence, quiet and 
friendly nature make geldings excellent pets 
for the whole family.  I highly recommend 
geldings for pets. 

Jack: 

A Jack donkey is an intact breeding male 
donkey.  With over 35 years of being a donkey 
trainer handling all ages, sizes, and genders of 
donkeys I feel I have the knowledge and 
experience to state I do not consider any jack 
to be a pet suitable to be around children or 
an inexperienced handler. Unlike a jennet 
who only goes through a monthly cycle of 
hormones urging her to mate, a jack's actions 
are controlled by his libido, and he is 

determined to breed any time his libido is 
stimulated by a sight, sound, or scent. The 
primary purpose of his life is reproduction 
which is why keeping a jack as a pet can be 
dangerous.  The docile nature of a donkey 
misleads people into thinking their jack can be 
a pet the same as a gelded jack or a jennet. 

Most of the time a jack can be a gentle 
creature and that is why caution must be used 
every minute you are around a jack.  A jack's 
mating instinct can be very strong, and his 
urge may be triggered by something the 
handler is not aware of.  A jack normally isn't 
vicious, but he can become very aggressive 
because nature programmed him with a 
single-minded determination to not allow 
anything, including human interference to 
prevent him from reaching the source of the 
sight, sound, or scent that is issuing a mating 
call to him.  

Most accidents involving a jack occur because 
the handler is not expecting his usually docile 
jack to suddenly without warning become 
aggressive.  This leads to a handler being 
caught by surprise by the jack's suddenly 
frantic behaviour and this makes a very 
dangerous situation.  The scent of a female in 
heat can be carried on the wind for a long 
distance so there is no way a handler can 
know for certain when his quiet, easy to 
handle jack will suddenly turn into a rutting 
male determined to go in search of the 
ovulating female his nose tells him is just out 
of his sight.  

A jack reaches sexual maturity at about 8 
months old.  With training a jack can be 
taught to hold his urge in check until the 
handler gives him the go ahead to perform 
but this training takes time and patience is not 
something I would advise an inexperienced 
handler to attempt.  I highly recommend 
learning about donkeys by caring for a gelding 
or jennet before attempting to handle a jack.  
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Guide to Donkey Castration 
From The Donkey Sanctuary

Mature jack – Keysoe Mulga 

The Donkey Sanctuary recommends that colts 
are castrated between the ages of 6-18 
months and preferably as young as possible 
within that range. However, surgery is best 
done in the colder months of the year to 
minimise the risk of flies carrying infection to 
any surgical wounds. The younger it is done 
the less traumatic it should be and the greater 
influence on behaviour the surgery will have. 

Once castrated, individuals will take differing 
lengths of time to settle into normal gelding 
behaviour patterns. This can range from 
anything between three months and a year. 
To avoid unwanted breeding, it is advisable to 
keep older castrated males separate from 
mares for at least two months. 

Although their behaviour with people is 
generally more predictable and calmer than 
stallions, it should be noted that even after 
castration, donkey geldings can be more 
sexually active than horse geldings and, in 
some cases, they will try to mate with mares 
and may fight with other males just as a 
stallion will do. The older they are when 
castrated the greater the likelihood that 

geldings may continue to act territorially and 
may chase livestock. 

It is better for the male donkey to experience 
the minor discomfort of surgical castration 
than to spend a life in an unsuitable 
environment with inadequate handling and to 
be frustrated and stressed by limited social 
contact with other donkeys. Castration also 
reduces the potential dangers to handlers and 
children from unpredictable stallion 
behaviour. Often colts may be bought at six 
months of age by unsuspecting owners, as 
they appear calm and easy to handle and 
sellers may advise they don’t need to be 
castrated. As the animal matures their 
behaviour often changes and then the owner 
has the expense of castrating the donkey. 

The following considerations relate 
specifically to castration surgery in the 
donkey: 

• If the donkey is less than two years old and 
both testicles have descended, closed 
castration using the scrotal approach should 
be used. 

• If the donkey is over four years old or over 
150kg and the testicles large and well 
developed, the inguinal approach is strongly 
recommended to reduce post-operative 
complications. Inguinal castration is best 
performed in a dedicated equine operating 
environment. 

• If the donkey is between two and four years 
old and under 150kg, a decision should be 
made 
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based on the size of the testicles. In most 
cases the scrotal approach will be 
appropriate. 

Donkey testicles on a mature jack can be quite 
noticeable 

ANAESTHETIC PROTOCOL 

Accurate weight estimation is essential. 

Please note that horse weigh tapes are not 
accurate in the donkey. 

• Clipping is necessary in many cases because 
the testicles are often covered in hair. 
• There is an increased risk of haemorrhage in 
the donkey and a ligature around the vaginal 
tunic, including the testicular artery is 
essential. 
 
THE CONSTRICTOR KNOT 

1. Place working end over cord. 
2. Cross over the static end. 
3. Go round the back and through again. This 
is now a Clove Hitch. 

4. Take the working end and go over the first 
loop. 
5. Then under towards the middle and pull up 
tight. 

 

ANALGESIA 

The Donkey Sanctuary routinely give Flunixin 
1.1.mg/kg IV with the pre-med five minutes 
prior to GA. Flunixin is then continued at 
1.1mg/kg BID PO for a maximum of 5 days 
followed by Phenylbutazone 2.2 - 4.4mg/kg 
BID PO if necessary. 

ANTIBIOTICS 

These should be these according to the 
situation and responsible practice. 

Be aware of vaccination status – if unsure we 
advise administering tetanus antitoxin. 

POST-OPERATIVE CARE 

• Monitor the donkey for appetite and faeces 
as donkeys on NSAIDs may hide a developing 
colic. 
• Encourage movement to reduce any 
swelling; walk the donkey where possible. 
• Use a cold hose from the top of the scrotum 
to minimise post- op swelling where the 
donkey will allow this. 
 
Please not that this article is for educational 
purposes only and any medical procedure 
should be discussed with an experienced 
veterinarian. 
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Life Member – Pam Newton  
Information collected by Pam Newton 

This photo was the winner of ‘The Most Amusing 
Donkey Photo’ competition which the Society ran 
many years ago.  It was captioned: This is Raz’s 
favourite cuddling pose with Peter and Pam.  See 

the smile!! 

 

It was a trip to Egypt, Greece, and Israel in 
1988 that sparked my interest in donkeys.  At 
that time husband Peter and I had bought our 
first rural property in Cottles Bridge.  Hereford 
steers were Peter’s choice of resident 
animals.  My desire for a menagerie was 
unacceptable, so I decided on a donkey.  In 
1989, returning home from work I discovered 
a donkey gelding in the paddock – a surprise 
from Peter. 

My father bred Cocker Spaniel dogs that were 
the largest animals I had ever handled.  As a 
young girl I was very involved with their care, 
training and showing.  So now I needed to 
quickly find out how to care for my donkey, 
Pablo.  White Pages led me to the Society.  
Within a few weeks I was not only a member 
of the society but found myself filling a 
vacancy as Braying’s Editor.  With no 
experience in donkey ownership, I had a lot to 
learn and took care to avoid printing unvetted 
advice.  Although she was the person who 
‘encouraged’ me into the role, thanks go to 
Barbara Taylor, the then President, for her 

advice and support in those early days.  Many 
years on the committee started at the next 
AGM. 

Pablo, a gelding, had been mistreated and it 
showed in his whole demeanour.  I learnt 
through trial and error to gain his confidence 
and he taught me patience and perseverance.  
We built a special bond and in time he stood 
tall, epitomising the gentle, stoic and trusting 
qualities we appreciate in these wonderful 
animals.  It was rewarding when Pablo later 
became a regular at shows, camps, and fun 
days.  

It wasn’t long before it became evident that 
donkeys need company, the steers in nearby 
paddocks were not enough.  I decided Pablo 
would benefit from a well-trained companion 
and was advised that a jenny would be 
preferable.  My search led me to the Martin’s 
Sentosa Stud, and it was ‘love at first sight’ – 
but Sentosa Razzamatazz (Raz) was a gelding.  
I recall Jenny Martin’s comment when they 
delivered Raz; “neither one of those two will 
be the boss”.  And that’s how it was.  Raz 
always hid behind Pablo when wild animals, 
particularly kangaroos, were in their vicinity. 
Pablo was always circumspect around people. 
Raz’s confidence and training rubbed off and 
Pablo responded more quickly to handling 
and training.  One big mistake was to advance 
too quickly from long reining to attaching a 
tyre.  I can still visualise the horrified donkey 
hurtling around the ménage ‘chased’ by a 
wildly bouncing tyre.  The training took a 
backward step at that point.  

Although green and ill prepared, I was 
encouraged by other members to enter Raz in 
the next show, which was at Lilydale.  I was 
reticent owing to past dog show experiences, 
where competitiveness and unpleasant 
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behaviour was commonplace.  Not so at the 
Society Show.  Everyone was friendly, 
encouraging and offered help and advice.  
This atmosphere and the diverse cross section 
of people and their backgrounds that make up 
the membership are some of the reasons I am 
still involved today. That event became the 
start of our regular attendance at shows.  
Over the years we enjoyed success showing 
our donkeys, although exhausting, they were 
fun days.  

We had no plans to breed, but Raz’s mum, 
Binowee Evie was our next acquisition, and 
she was in foal.  This was another experience 
in donkey ownership, but it did not end 
happily.  Our foal Debbie only survived a few 
years as her development was limited owing 
to a rotated pelvis. Raz loved his little sister 
and they played endlessly.  We arranged a 
stud name Pamaldon (in recognition of my 
father’s kennel name) and all the unregistered 
animals we bought or acquired were 
registered under that name.  Although Pablo’s 
heritage was unknown, longstanding 
members were convinced he was Salt Bush 
Bill’s offspring. ‘Bill’ was known as a prolific 
breeder with quite a reputation in the Society.   

Our herd grew over the years to nine at most. 
Other owners of Salt Bush Bill’s offspring 
sought me out when wanting a home for their 
donkey, which on some occasions included 
more than one at a time!  Locally I was known 
as ‘the donkey lady’ as I would be seen sitting 
with them as they gathered around or being 
followed by a line of donkeys as I walked in 
the paddocks.  Those times were special, and I 
enjoyed their individual personalities as they 
vied for attention and affection.  Peter hadn’t 
planned to be committed to donkeys, but Raz 
won his heart with his mischievous and at 
times wilful personality. A cart was built for 
Raz, and Peter learnt to drive, and we 
attended most society activities for many 
years.  Many wonderful memories. 

In 1997 I became President, after having acted 
as Secretary, Treasurer and Membership 
Officer. The experience of running my own 
small, recruitment and consulting business 
proved useful.  Our committee improved the 
society’s marketing and promotional material, 
established administration systems, reviewed, 
and implemented governance requirements 
as they became more onerous. During this 
time, we introduced the roles of Area 
Representative and other non-committee 
appointments which involved other members, 
helped spread the workload and improved 
our profile.  Information days, signage in vets 
and rural stores in various locations spread 
the word about donkey welfare and training 
through our society.  Social Media was not a 
feature at this time. 

As a Delegate to the National Body, we 
travelled at our own expense to interstate 
meetings, which included enjoyable social 
activities making the most of the time away.  
Later known as the ADSA, after the States 
became autonomous Affiliated Incorporated 
Associations, meetings were held by 
teleconference. 

An allergy to horse’s hair meant I lacked riding 
experience.  Unfortunately, my choice of 
riding donkey, Penny, was an all-round failure.  
I was attempting to overcome my fear of 
riding and Penny sensed it.  After only a few 
short stints under lead, we headed off to a 
society training day where I was to start to 
learn to ride.  I passed my saddling up test, 
mounted hesitantly, and headed off into the 
ménage.  To my embarrassment Penny 
promptly lay down, I stepped off and that was 
the end of my riding career.  Others who rode 
Penny later decided she was unstable under 
saddle (I suspect they were being kind!).  So, 
from then on Pablo and I kept walking! 

We moved to the Macedon Ranges in 2000 
with six donkeys (see photo).  We were 
attracted by the flatter paddocks and quiet 
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local roads that suited riding and driving.  Our 
many picnic outings with Peter driving Raz as I 
walked with Pablo, or one of the other 
donkeys, was great fun and provided 
entertainment for the locals.    

In 2009 I became a Life Member.  After trying 
for several years to find a willing replacement, 
I stepped down after 14 years as President 
and from the committee in 2011, following 
Peter’s passing earlier that year. Since then, I 
have enjoyed my ongoing involvement and 
held some non-committee appointments such 
as Area Representative and Membership Co-
ordinator.  

Re-homing my donkeys was a heart 
wrenching time.  I am grateful to the Martin 
Family (the original owners of Evie and Raz) 
for providing the remaining four donkeys a 
home before I sold my property in 2017.   

An apartment in Melbourne city is now my 
home (with the desired grass and trees view).  

I remain committed to the Donkey Society of 
Victoria and its ongoing success and viability. 
There are no plans to own an animal again, 
but I find pleasure observing the dogs with 
their owners as I walk in the local park.  My 
life has been enriched by animal ownership, 
donkeys in particular, an experience which 
enhanced my inherent interest in observing 
human behaviour and their relationships with 
each other and animals.  

From left – Pamaldon Pablo, Binowee Evie, 
Sentosa Razzamatazz, Pamaldon Pepperlea, 
Camira Image and Pamaldon Penny.

 

Donkey Breeds – English/Irish Donkey 
By Chase Day 

  
 

The Irish Donkey: 
 
The Irish word for donkey is Asal and is 
derived from Latin. Donkeys are generally 
loved in Ireland and are part of their culture 
but closer examination of the facts of their 
lineage yields interesting results. 
 
Donkeys were used during the years of the 
Roman Empire throughout all the lands 
which the Romans conquered. The donkeys 
which were brought English Isles by the 
Romans two thousand years ago were likely 
used as pack animals. There is little evidence 
of donkeys in Ireland before the seventeenth 
century insofar as they are not mentioned in 
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the early literature nor are they depicted in 
art very much.  One reference is from 1642 
when an ass is taken as part of the spoils 
after the burning of Maynooth Castle.  There 
is also a painting by Thomas Roberts entitled 
A Bay Hunter and two Donkeys (1773): 
 

 
 
There is some evidence that during the 
Napoleonic Wars, in particular the Peninsular 
War (1808-1814), donkeys were brought to 
Ireland from England and traded for horses.  
By 1808 the donkey seems to have been in 
extensive use in Co. Clare on the western 
seaboard. 
 
The donkey proved to be eminently suitable 
for the topographical and economic demands 
of the western landscape. Carts was not 
suitable for the steep and rocky fields which 
characterised this area, but a sure-footed 
donkey, equipped with two baskets or creels 
or pulling a type of sled was suitable for a 
multitude of activities: clearing stones from 
fields, transporting turf for fuel, moving crops 
or fertiliser or as a simple mode of transport 
on market days.  The so called ‘poor man’s 
tractor’ survived well into the 20th century. 
 
By 1897 there were 247,000 donkeys in 
Ireland, many if not most of them, working 
on farms and in villages. After World War 1, 
horses were no longer needed for war and so 
they became plentiful again for working on 

the farm and donkeys were no longer 
needed. 
 
The English Donkey: 
 
Donkeys came to England at the same time 
that they came to Ireland (around AD43). But 
until 1550 donkeys were not mentioned 
much in historical documents. In the mid-17th 
Century, Oliver Cromwell’s invasion of 
England saw donkeys replace horses (which 
were needed as mounts for the war) on 
many farms. From then until WW1 donkeys 
picked up the short fall when horses were 
needed for war work. 
 
However, mechanisation changed things and 
by 1960s the donkey was hardly ever seen in 
in England and Wales apart from in Summer 
giving rides to children. There has recently 
been a resurgence in the popularity of the 
donkey for riding, showing etc. 
 

 
The English/Irish Donkey in Australia: 
 
English/Irish donkeys began to be imported 
into Australia in the 1970s. One of the 
earliest imports was Novington Benjamin 
who arrived in 1973 or 1974 and was 
imported by Len Knight. He also imported a 
jenny named Heathton Autumn Folly. Ann 
Walker from Keysoe Stud bought his first foal 
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born in 1976. Some of the other first donkeys 
imported were from Spanish Point Stud in 
Ireland by Justine Finnegan, and also Keith 
and Barbara Hoole.  
 
While some breeders refer to their donkeys 
as “Irish” and others as “English”, they are 
essentially the same breed and are often 
grouped together as the “English and Irish 
Donkey”. 
 
The English and Irish Donkey is compact and 
small, but strong and sturdy, with an 
excellent temperament. Pure English/Irish 
donkeys are no more than 11 hands in 
height. They come in every colour.  They are 
a very active and willing Donkey and are an 
ideal pet or a safe mount for children and 
adults alike and an eager and sturdy harness 
animal. 
 

 
Misha (Sarah Xuereb) 

 
 

 
Charlie (Kaz Brown) 

 

 
Chauncy (Dianne Bentley) 

 

 
Keysoe Duncan (Jennifer McNab) 
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Mushroom and Dusty (Amity Bradford) 
 

Spring Gully Smokey (Ann Berrett) 

Pat’s Corner  
Advice from Life Member, Harness Driver and former Rider and Breeder Pat Streefkerk.  
 
Photo from Steve Shaw 
 

Last issue I talked about loading your donkey into a 
horse float. Have you ever had the experience of 
traveling in a moving horse float? All owners of 
donkeys, mules and horses should have this 
experience. Have the driver of the car start and 
stop, go around curves, accelerate, and brake. Do 
it all with you just leaning for balance and not 
using your hands. Admittedly you do not have the 
benefit of 4 legs for balance, but I think you will 
learn from the experience. 

So, when you drive, first check your float regularly 
for safety issues such as lights, tyres, brakes, and 
safe floor. I have seen a much-loved donkey put a 
foot through the floor of an apparently safe float, 
fortunately the other three feet were secure, but 
that one got stuck and wore a dangerous amount 
from his foot with dragging on the road before the 
owner knew anything was wrong. Most floats have 
a double floor and then rubber matting on top for 
security. Do lift the matting (if possible), and check 
underneath from time to time. Moisture from 
urine, faeces and rain can cause problems if not 

aired out regularly. Also ensure your float has 
adequate ventilation. 

Then drive, remembering that your precious cargo 
is trying to balance. Accelerate slowly, try to 
always leave enough space in front of you to allow 
for braking gradually, go around such things as 
roundabouts and corners slowly, brake before you 
get there, not on the curve, and accelerate away 
with care. If you make traveling in the float an 
unpleasant or scary experience your donkey will 
not want to repeat the experience. 

Also check the height of the chest bar, that it is a 
comfortable height for your donkey's chest. 
Donkeys are more inclined to lean back than to 
lean on the chest bar, but if suddenly jerked 
forward in the traffic, it needs to be in the right 
area to support them safely, not so high they can 
slide under it. An adjustable chest bar is best, and 
in the case of an accident it is great if you can 
remove the chest bar altogether to get your 
donkey untangled. I have had my Serena somehow 
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get one front foot hooked up over the chest bar, 
and I was unable to get her out without being able 
to drop the chest bar completely. They also need 
nonslip footing. My donkeys are happiest with a 
couple of slats fastened across the floor for their 
hind feet to use for stability. Make sure there are 
no sharp protrusions for them to get caught on, 
and no electrical wiring where they can chew on it 
when bored (I have had this happen- consequence 
no functioning lights!). A camera in the float is easy 
these days and great for peace of mind to be able 
to check your animal as you are going. 

I only use floating boots when there are 2 donkeys 
side by side, and they then could stand on each 
other's legs, they are not so likely to stand on their 
own. NEVER have partitions that go all the way to 
the floor, this does not allow them to spread their 
feet comfortably and can at the least make your 
donkey uncomfortable about floating, or scrabble 
madly while going along. Tie so that their head is 
comfortable but without enough movement to get 
it under the bar or partially around and use a quick 
release knot in case of emergencies. 

Wishing you all safe travelling!

Welcome to new and returning Members 
 Nicole Sydes 
 Lauren McGinley 
 Kristy Kemp 
 Stephanie Kemp 
 Melissa Gallagher 

 Christine Borowiecki 
 Merryn Wilson 
 Karen Thomas 
 Sharna Sellars 
 Denise Gale

Committee Business 
 Preparing for upcoming Annual General Meeting 
 Processing membership renewals 
 Restocking items in the DSV Shop 
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