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Front cover photo – Keysoe Mulga. Photo by Ruth 
Walker 

Back cover – Staying dry. Photo by Judy Finney 

Contributions for publication in Brayings are 
extremely welcome!  

Please send your news and photographs to Editor 
Chase Day preferably by email to 
donkey@hmdp.com 

If you do not have access to email, you can post your 
contribution to Chase Day, PO Box 490, Ballan VIC 
3342 
 
Submissions may be subject to editing. 
 
Disclaimer 
The information and opinions expressed in this 
newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
Donkey Society of Victoria (DSV) or the Editor. While 
reasonable care is taken on our behalf the DSV takes 
no responsibility for any errors or omissions in 
information in this newsletter. Readers are advised to 
get professional advice where required.  
 
Brayings is the official quarterly newsletter of the 
Donkey Society of Victoria Inc., ABN 82 148 300 307, 
Registration no. A0000117Z (www.donkey.org.au), a 
member of the Affiliated Donkey Societies of 
Australia. 

Brayings is printed by Larkin Printers Leongatha 

Editorial 
As we head into the winter months, keeping my 
donkeys waarm and dry becomes uppermost in my 
mind. I hope you will enjoy and find useful the 
articles on donkey fur and rugging. 
 
We have also started a series on donkey breeds, 
hopefully our first article on my favourite – the 
Australian Teamster Donkey – will be informative. 
What breed should we do next?! 
 
Take care and stay warm!!! Give your longears a pat 
from me. 
 
Chase Day 

 

Can we help you? 
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Welcome to Australia Moses! 
This month David Scholl’s new jack Diamond Creek Moonwatcher (AKA Moses) arrived in Australia 
after a long trick to Australia from Kentucky in the USA. This took some 6 months from purchase to 
arrival, with Moses having to Quarantine for 14 days after her arrived. His arrival has sparked quite a 
lot of interest, with many news articles being written about the new arrival. We hope Moses settles 
in well with the Scholls and enjoys contributing to the local mule population! 

David and his new mate Moses 
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Assignations 

 
Asstrax 

Contact Ann Berrett - annber2016@outlook.com 
 

 
Assabouts 

Tuesday 27th April – Leongatha 
Tuesday 25th May 

Thursday 10th June – Toora 
Thursday 22nd July 

Contact Fiona Mottram - 0447 343 665 (text preferred) or email honkydonkherd@gmail.com 
 

Obstacle Training 
On the 20th of February we held our second Obstacle Training Session at GC Horsemanship. A fun day 
was had by all!

Keysoe Zeke and Ruth Walker (aaaagh, something 
touched my foot!) 

 
John and Forrest 

 
 

mailto:annber2016@outlook.com
mailto:honkydonkherd@gmail.com
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John and Forrest check out the cat 

 

 
Chase Day and Wendanjo Susannah 

 

 
Ruth Walker and Southern Skys Rock-A-Bye 

 

 
Ruth Walker and Southern Skys Rock-A-Bye 
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Plonka is No. 1, Gail and Wonka come in and No. 2. 
 

 
Keith Day and Blithe Moon Still 

 
 

Assabouts 
Words and photos by Fiona Mottram.  
 
Photos by Lorraine McCluskey, Barry Johnson, Ross West, Fleur Stefani, and Fiona Mottram 
 

Firstly, Assabouts members send their 
condolences to Rosemary Ferretto for the loss 
of her elderly mule Sparrowhawk aka Spawk 
in mid-March 2021.  

Rosemary and Sparrowhawk at Mirboo North 
Pony Club 

 

Rosemarie was extremely caring for Spawk 
who had some individual health issues 
requiring constant monitoring and treatment 
to keep him comfortable. Rosemary’s care 
enabled Spawk to still be ridden until quite 
recently. He will be missed. 

In late March, DSV members (and former 
members) Lynda Hall, Nina Sampson, Kate 
Lawless, Chris Johnson and Linda Jay joined 
Fiona Mottram in a weekend of riding, 
harness driving and walking along the Great 
Southern Rail Trail near Buffalo. Lynda rode 
her jenny Farpoint Phoenix, Chris rode Wilbur 
and shared duties of leading Archimedes with 
Kate. Nina borrowed Fiona’s Keysoe Tambo to 
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drive in harness. Linda rode Murphy and Fiona 
drove mule pair Yurrah Daisy and Yurrah Milo.  

Returning to Buffalo - Fiona Mottram driving 
mule pair Daisy at left and Milo with dogs 

Texta and Ruffi, Nina Sampson driving Tambo 
and Katie Lawless walking (Ross West) 

Nina Sampson driving Tambo over the bridge 
near Fish Creek 

Heading to Fish Creek - Lynda Hall rides 
Phoenix across Boys Rd followed by Fiona 
Mottram and Nina Sampson (Ross West) 

Chris Johnson riding Wilbur and Kate Lawless 
leading Arkie - Linda Jay riding Murphy in 

background (Ross West) 

Linda Jay riding Murphy (Ross West) 

Ross West cycled with us and obligingly 
opened and shut gates for the carts. The 
group covered 16km on the Saturday going to 
Fish Creek and back. Several echidnas were 
seen feeding by the trail. On the Sunday, the 
group travelled 8km. Leading 3yo donkey 
gelding Keysoe Mathoura aka Marlo, Fiona 
was also joined on the trail between 
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Meeniyan and Stony Creek by Lorraine 
McCluskey walking her Schnauzer dog Hector. 
In addition to acquainting with an unfamiliar 
dog, Marlo practiced standing in a relaxed 
mood on inspection pit covers associated with 
Meeniyan’s sewerage system, which runs 
along parallel with a section of the trail. 

Lorraine McCluskey, Fiona Mottram, and 
Berry Johnson enjoyed a beaut 6km walk 
along the Great Southern Rail Trail at 
Koonwarra on Tuesday 27 April with donkey 
geldings Yurrah Frosty (late 20s), Keysoe 
Shane (aka Snowy, 16yo) and Watson (9yo). 
Unfortunately, due to varied working 
commitments, other Assabouts regulars were 
unable to attend.  

Regional Roads Victoria is spending $115 
million realigning the South Gippsland 
Highway to cut out a series of bends where 
several fatal accidents have occurred. As a 
side effect of the realignment, the rail trail 
route is also being altered. When driving past, 
only tantalising glimpses of massive 
earthworks and bridge building can be 
spotted. However full views can be obtained 
from the rail trail. It seemed a simultaneous 
benefit to both have a stickybeak at the 
works, and to provide the donkeys with some 
unparalleled new experiences of proximity to 
the machinery and bustle.  

Ready to start - Assabouts at Koonwarra 
Recreation Reserve - Lorraine McCluskey at 

left with Frosty and Snowy and Fiona Mottram 
with Watson (Berry Johnson) 

Realignment Works -Explanation Sign - 
Lorraine McCluskey at right with Frosty - Berry 
Johnson at left with Watson and Snowy (Fiona 

Mottram) 

Assabouts - On the rail trail by the construction 
works with Vanessa on the stop-go sign - 

Fiona Mottram at left with Watson and Snowy 
and Lorraine McCluskey with Frosty 

While in the area, we also decided to practice 
the donkeys through the rail trail’s highway 
underpass. It is a long, dank, gloomy tunnel 
with wet patches on the floor and drainage 
grates at the entrance, so it tests out donkey 
courage and trust. 

Through the spooky Koonwarra underpass - 
Lorraine McCluskey and Snowy in the lead 
followed by Fiona Mottram with Watson and 

Frosty (Berry Johnson) 
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Crossing one of 3 long bridges at Koonwarra 
over the Tarwin River - in front Lorraine 

McCluskey with Frosty, at rear Fiona Mottram 
with Snowy and Watson (Berry Johnson) 

Fiona Mottram with Keysoe Mathoura standing 
on a sewer inspection cover beside the Great 

Southern Rail Trail (Lorraine McCluskey) 

The outing was a terrific learning experience 
for Irish gelding Watson, who along with his 
mother Lizzie recently moved from DSV 
member Jill Watson’s home at Glen Forbes, to 
Fiona Mottram’s place. Watson is nine years 
old and has always lived on the farm at the 
end of a dead-end road at Glen Forbes. 
Besides the tunnel, Watson was meeting 
traffic for the first time (alongside and at 
times visible above the rail trail), construction 
works and vehicles, bicycles, joggers with 

strange dogs, tourists wanting cuddles and 
bridges. He is also unfamiliar with float 
loading and travel. With the experienced 
Frosty led by Lorraine McCluskey and quiet, 
but still relatively inexperienced donkey 
Snowy led by Berry Johnson for companions, 
Watson proved to be a star in the making! 

With only a brief hesitation he float-loaded 
calmly at both ends of the outing after Frosty 
went on board, he crossed several bridges, 
even those extra-long ones with bright, white 
concrete decks, made lots of new friends and 
braved the gloomy underpass twice. Watson 
is also a quick walker and readily breaks into a 
brisk trot when asked. He would have gone 
even faster if allowed to, when dogs, some 
bicycles and tall male pedestrians were 
encountered. People and cyclists who stopped 
or approached from behind were apparently 
ok, but Watson needs more practice to relax 
about those who pressed on towards us 
without pause or had dogs on leads. (It has 
taken Watson a while to realise that Fiona’s 
three little dogs are not dangerous to him, 
regardless of any racket they might be making 
to him, regardless of any racket they might be 
making). 

While Lorraine and Fiona rested on a bench at 
the halfway point, Berry walked an extra 
distance out of sight with Snowy to watch a 
pile driver operating at close quarters. It is 
good practice for a donkey to be led away 
from companions without fussing. All three 
donkeys enjoyed stops to munch on milk 
thistles and other edible treats. 

The next Assabouts outings are planned for 
Tuesday 25 May, Thursday 10 June, and 
Thursday 22 July. Please contact Fiona on 
0447 343 665 or use Facebook Messenger if 
you would like to join in as locations, dates 
and times can be varied depending on 
weather etc.
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The Plains Speaking 
Activities of Gippsland Asstrax Members. 

Compiled by Jennifer McNab and Ann Berrett – photos by Hilary Dortmans, Heather Bradbury, Peter 
McNab, Tracey Brand and Sharyn Jackson (Sharyn Jackson Photography). 

The Asstrax group has finally been able to get 
out together for outings. Our drive in 
February was the first since this time in 2020. 
With the Covid social distancing rules being 
observed, Ann and Graham Berrett, Heather 
McColl and Peter and Jenny McNab, took a 
drive around Toongabbie. As all our animals 
had had minimal work for the past 12 months, 
we kept the outing short. Ann and Graham 
drove SS Miranda, Heather, Comet and Peter 
and I drove Jackston. Lunch in the shade in 
the garden at Ardock completed a lovely 
social day. 

Ann and Graham Berrett and SS Miranda 

Jenny McNab and Jackston 

March Asstrax was again only a small group. 
The Berretts, Heather McColl and McNabs. 
We did set out with the idea of a medium 
drive, however the strong wind sent twigs and 
leaves flying so we settled for about 5 km 
around the block. The alternate route made 
an interesting change.  Comet, Jackston, and 
Hamish all behaved properly despite the very 
blustery conditions. Lunch was back at Ardock 
where we were able to catch up on lots of 
news. 

L-R Heather McColl and Comet, Graham 
Berrett, Jenny and Jackston, Ann and Hamish 

Ardock Hamish has now been graded up to 
Novice Singles from Preliminary Singles. 
Competing in the Driven Dressage Qualifier at 
Maffra on Saturday the 13th of March, 
Hamish scored over 65% in both his driven 
tests on the day. The only donkey entered in 
the Graded Driven Dressage Qualifier, his 
class included 9 horses and ponies. It was 
great to be able to get out and compete 
again. 

Thank you to Sharyn Jackson (Sharyn Jackson 
Photography) who captured the photo of 
11.2hh Hamish and myself warming up 
outside the arena before our class. 
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Ardrock Hamish and Ann warming up - GDDQ 
Maffra 

In April it was so nice to see more of our 
group out and about. Tracey managed a day 
away from work and rode Yclipse, Heather 
Bradbury came from Bairnsdale to share the 
funbug with me driving Miranda, Hilary rode 
Little Wolf for more road experience, Heather 
Mc drove Comet, Peter drove Jackston.  

View from the funbug, Miranda's back, 
Heather McColl and Comet, Tracey and 

Yclipse 

Tracey and Yclipse, Hilary and Little Wolf 

Ann drove Hamish and Graham took Smokey. 
It was particularly good to get back to some of 
our favourite tracks and to have a long chat 
over lunch. We have all missed these get-
togethers. Although we have kept in contact 
by FB Messenger, there is nothing like face-to-
face contact. We are all hoping that we can 
continue to be safe together. 
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Peter and Jackston, Heather McColl and 
Comet 

L-R Heather McColl and Comet, Jenny McNab 
and Jackston, Ann and Graham Berrett and 

Miranda 

Graham Berrett and Smokey 

April Asstrax Group Photo from behind! 

Miranda does sideways ears as Jackston tries 
to socialise 

Peter and I recently had the pleasure of a visit 
to Wombalyn Rise where I mixed with 
Tracey’s big kids while Peter and John 
chatted. The youngest two foals Wombalyn 
Rise Smokey (75% AMJ) and WR Luna (100% 
AMJ) are growing up fast. They are both very 
friendly and well socialised. Two-year-old red 
jack, W R Rory has grown into a beautiful boy 
with a keen eye for the ladies. 
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Wombalyn Rise Luna 

Wombalyn Rise Smokey 

The Gippsland Plains Asstrax group meets for 
an outing on the first Thursday of the month. 
Ann Berrett is our contact person. 

 

Hair coat properties of donkeys, mules, 
and horses in a temperate climate  
Published in Equine Veterinary Journal, 20th October 2017 
https://beva.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/evj.12775

Introduction 

It is estimated that there are currently about 
8900 donkeys (Equus asinus) 1, an unknown 
number of mules (E. asinus × caballus) and 
just under 1 million horses (Equus caballus) 2 
in the UK. DNA research indicates that the E. 
asinus line separated from the caballus line 
around 3.4–3.9 million years ago 3. The 
domestic donkey originates from two 
different African ass subspecies (Equus 
africanus africanus and Equus africanus 
somaliensis). Thus, donkeys’ natural ranges 
did not reach as far north as those of 
prehistoric horses. The earliest finds of 
domesticated donkey bones in Europa date 
from around 800 BC, whereas horses were 
domesticated around 4000 BC. It can be 
assumed that contemporary donkeys have 
evolved for warmer and far drier climates 

than northern Europe and have changed little 
during the process of domestication. Donkeys 
are more likely to suffer from hypothermia 
than horses in the same weather, husbandry, 
and health conditions. The skin of a donkey 
also has different properties to that of a 
horse, including higher susceptibility to 
certain dermatological diseases. Yet, there are 
no studies on the properties of donkey and 
mule hair that would provide an objective 
background to judging their shelter and 
welfare needs. 

The property of a mammal's hair coat can 
significantly influence thermal insulation and 
has therefore a direct effect on their health 
and welfare. The insulation properties of a 
hair coat are affected by the thickness of the 
hair layer, the hair weight and diameter, and 
by external factors such as air movement and 
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moisture. The existing literature on the 
properties of horsehair is very limited. It has 
been described as 60–100 μm thick and 2–3 
cm long (N = 8) 11. A paper on horses housed 
outdoors under Nordic winter conditions lists 
the average neck coat length of 10 horses as 
4.6 ± 0.9 cm 13. A detailed study of the hair 
weight of three types of horses (light, 
warmblood and coldblood) and ponies across 
the four seasons found that all four types of E. 
caballus grew a winter coat, indicated by a 
significant increase in hair weight between 
August and March. The weight of the ponies’ 
hair increased by over 200% from August to 
October 14. Our study aimed to provide the 
first, comparative scientific data on the hair 
coat properties of donkeys, mules, and horses 
in a temperate climate. 

Materials and methods 

Subjects 

Hair samples were taken from 42 animals: 18 
donkeys (4 females, 14 males), 16 UK-native 
cold blood horses/ponies (subsequently 
referred to as horses throughout the paper) (6 
females, 10 males) and eight mules (5 
females, 3 males). The winter clipping data 
from one mule are missing due to a technical 
error. The ages ranged from 5 to 31 years, 
with a mean of 14.5 years (standard deviation 
[s.d.] 6.7). The mean age for donkeys was 11.9 
years (s.d. 6.8), for horses 17 years (s.d. 6) and 
for mules 15.3 (s.d. 6.1). These differences 
were not significant (P = 0.08). Only animals 
that were comfortable with being handled 
and clipped were included. All animals were 
socially housed and had 24-h access to both 
the outside and a large barn or shelter. No 
animals were clipped or rugged during the 
winter and subjects had no known health 
problems, including PPID. 

Methods 

Samples for this cross-sectional survey were 
taken in June, September, December 2015, 
and March 2016. The hair clippings and 
samples were taken from the midneck about 
5 cm below the base of the mane. A 5 × 5 cm 
area of hair was removed using Liveryman 
equine clippers and the clippings from each 
animal were collected and sealed individually 
in plastic Petri dishes, oven-dried at 40°C for 
12 h in metal wells, and then weighed on 
scales accurate to 1 mg. The overall weight 
was calculated as mg/cm2. The length and the 
width of individual hairs were determined 
from a random sample of five pulled strands, 
including the roots taken from the neck 
adjacent to the clipped area. The width of 
each hair was assessed using a Motic 1820 
LED cordless compound microscope, using a 
0.1 mm stage micrometre to calibrate the 
eyepiece reticule for accurate measurement. 
Results are reported in micrometres (μm). The 
clippings and strands of the following season 
were taken from a previously untouched area 
on the neck. 

Data analysis 

For each subject, the hair was weighed, and 
the mean average from five samples was 
calculated per season for hair length and 
width. Data were reported as mean ± s.d. with 
95% confidence intervals (CI). We used SPSS 
23 for our statistical analyses. Mixed ANOVAS 
were used to assess differences between the 
equid types and the effect of seasons. 
Pairwise comparisons between the equid 
types were conducted using Tukey HSD 
corrections for unequal group sizes. We used 
the Greenhouse–Geisser correction when the 
assumption of sphericity was not met. To 
assess any potential sex differences, a series 
of unrelated t tests were performed. The 
relationship between age and hair coat 
properties was assessed using a series of 
bivariate correlations. All tests were two-
tailed. 
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Results 

Hair weight 

The hair weight across all equid types and 
season ranged from 2.68 mg/cm2 
(mule/summer) to 108.72 mg/cm2 
(horse/winter) (Table 1). There was a 
significant overall difference between the 
equid types in average hair weight (P<0.001). 
A pairwise comparison revealed a significant 
difference between donkeys (22.52 ± 10.90; 
95% CI 19.29–25.75) and horses (40.313 ± 
27.117; 95% CI 31.81–48.82) (P<0.001). The 
difference between mules (34.687 ± 5.689; 
95% CI 29.43–39.95) and horses was not 
significant (P = 0.8), and neither was that 
between donkeys and mules (P = 0.06). The 
seasons had a significant effect on hair weight 
(P<0.001), and the equine types were affected 
differently (P<0.001). Table 2 shows the 
pairwise comparison between types, for each 
season (after Tukey's HSD corrections). There 
were significant differences in spring and 
winter between donkeys and horses, and 
between donkeys and mules. Horses and 
mules did not differ significantly in any season 
(Fig 1a). Subtracting the individual summer 
hair weight from the winter hair weight 
revealed a significant difference in the weight 
change between the three types (P<0.001). 
The donkeys’ hair weight (except for one 
individual) only slightly increased from 
summer to winter. There was a small increase 
for mules and a larger one for horses (Fig 2). 
Significant differences existed between 
donkeys (13.30 ± 11.10; 95% CI 7.78–18.82) 
and horses (53.00 ± 22.93; 95% CI 41.31–
65.74) (P<0.001), and donkeys and mules 
(35.77 ± 14.71; 95% CI 22.17–49.37) (P = 
0.02), but not between mules and horses (P = 
0.09). 

Hair length 

The hair length (in mm) ranged from 6.6 
(horse/summer) to 72.2 (horse/spring) and 
differed significantly between equid types (P = 
0.006) (Table 1). Post hoc analyses revealed a 
significant difference between donkeys (24.98 
± 10.37; 95% CI 21.47–28.48) and horses 
(32.34 ± 15.95; 95% CI 28.84–35.84) (P = 
0.002), but not between mules (30.80 ± 4.41; 
95% CI 27.12 and 34.48) and donkeys (P = 
0.1), nor mules and horses (P>0.9). The same 
seasonal pattern was found for hair length as 
for hair weight. Both mules and horses 
showed large seasonal changes, with an 
increase in winter (Fig 1b). For donkeys, the 
change over the year was less pronounced 
than for the other two equids. There was a 
significant overall effect for season (P<0.001), 
and a significant interaction between seasons 
and equid types (P<0.001). The donkeys’ hair 
length showed almost no change across the 
seasons. In spring and winter, horses and 
mules had significantly longer hair than 
donkeys, whereas in summer the opposite 
was found. All other comparisons showed no 
significant differences (Table 2). 

Hair width 

The hair width (in μm) ranged from 40.5 
(donkey/spring) to 113 (donkey/summer). 
There was a significant difference between 
the types (P<0.001) (Table 1). Mule hair width 
(87.78 ± 7.13; 95% CI 81.82–93.74) was 
significantly different to donkey (69.8 ± 8.04; 
95% CI 65.81–73.80) (P<0.001) and to 
horsehair (75.71 ± 6.65; 95% CI 72.17–79.25) 
(P = 0.002) but donkey and horsehair did not 
differ in width (P = 0.08). Season had a 
significant effect on the width of the hair 
(P<0.001). The change in seasons affected the 
equids differently (P = 0.01) (Fig 1c). 
Throughout the seasons mules had the 
thickest hair, but in summer there were no 
significant differences between the types 
(Table 2). In spring, there was a significant 
difference between mules and donkeys, but 
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none between mules and horses nor between 
donkeys and horses. In autumn and winter, all 
types differed significantly. 

There were no differences in hair weight (P = 
0.6), length (P = 0.1) and width (P = 0.9) of 
female compared with male animals. Age was 
not correlated with any of the hair property 
measurements (age/weight: r = 0.30, P = 0.06; 
age/length: r = 0.29, P = 0.07; age/width: r = 
0.24, P = 0.1). 

Discussion 

Our results clearly demonstrate that there are 
significant differences in the hair coat 
properties of these donkeys, mules and 
horses living in the UK across all measures. 
Overall, donkeys had significantly lower hair 
weight and hair length than horses, both in 
winter and in spring. There were large 
seasonal changes in hair weight and length for 
both horses and mules, but not for donkeys. 
The data for the width differed as mule hair 
was the thickest throughout the year, with 
horses taking the middle-ground, and donkeys 
with the thinnest hair apart from the summer 
measurement. Thus, all three measurements 
of the insulation properties of the hair 
samples (weight, length, and width) indicate 
that donkeys do not grow a winter coat. This 
is the first study of the hair coat properties of 
donkeys in any environment and indicates 
that donkeys are less well adapted to the UK 
winter than horses and mules. 

This is also the first exploration of the hair 
properties of mules. The hair coat properties 
of mules were much closer to those of horses 
than of donkeys. Studies have shown mules to 
have hybrid vigour in some traits, be 
intermediate in others, and be inferior to both 
parent species in others 15-17. In general, the 
results here suggest that their hair coat 
properties are intermediate between their 
parental species. The fact that mules had the 

hair with the widest diameter is curious, but 
this result should be viewed with caution due 
to the rather small sample size (N = 8). 

 

The samples taken from the UK horses align 
with previous findings. Nordic horses had an 
average hair length of 4.6 ± 0.9 cm, the mean 
in our sample was 3.23 ± 1.6 cm 13, while 11 
measured 2–3 cm. The same author found 
hair widths between 60 and 100 μm, we 
found 75.71 (s.d. = 6.65). Our sample can 
therefore be seen as representative of the 
horse population in a temperate climate and 
provides the first results relevant for this large 
equine population in the UK specifically. Our 
data clearly suggest that the native horses 
studied are better adapted to the temperate 
climate of the UK, where there are distinct 
seasonal changes in climate and cool winters. 
The growth of a thick winter coat provides 
important protection from the elements. It 
would be of interest to explore the seasonal 
hair coat properties of these equid types in 
tropical climates to assess the extent to which 
the horses are plastic in hair coat growth and 
how they compare to donkeys in hotter 
environments. It would also be useful to 
explore further hair properties that contribute 
to thermal insulation, such as oil content, hair 
shaft structure and the distribution of 
different hair types, such as wool, guard and 
tactile hair, across all equid types. 

In conclusion, the common perception of 
donkeys is of a hardy equid, capable of 
enduring challenging environments. Donkeys 
are indeed highly adapted to the harsh, 
semiarid environments that their ancestors 
inhabited. It would, however, be wrong to 
assume that this hardiness allows them to 
thrive under all conditions. What is clear from 
the results of this study is that donkeys are 
not able to substantially adjust their hair coat 
weight, hair length and width in response to 
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colder, winter weather. Thus, these data 
support the need to provide separate welfare 
guidelines for donkeys and horses residing in 
temperate climates, outlining the shelter and 
management of the two different equid types 
separately, and affording greater protection 
to donkeys, potentially by ensuring the 
availability of wind and waterproof shelters.  

Nuala the Shetland shows the different way horses 
and donkeys view cold and wet weather. 

We asked members to submit photos of their 
cozy donkeys to our Facebook group…. 
Thanks to all who provided photos – Ed. 

Brooke Galea 

Jo Brown 

Amity Bradford 

Dianne Bentley 
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Fiona Mottram 

Hilary Dortmans 

Melanie Thayer 

 

Michelle Thompson 

Sheila Gabrielson 

Judy Finney
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Donkey Rugs – Keeping your donkey 
warm 
From the Donkey Sanctuary - https://www.thedonkeysanctuary.org.uk/what-we-do/knowledge-and-
advice/for-owners/donkey-rugs 
 
The best way to keep your donkeys warm is 
with bespoke donkey rugs. The Donkey 
Sanctuary has worked to design the bespoke 
rugs based on crucial physical differences 
between donkeys and ponies. These 
differences can make horse rugs unsuitable 
and even dangerous for donkeys to wear. 

Donkeys have narrow shoulders, chests, and 
necks in comparison to ponies, and older 
donkeys also have narrow hind quarters. Due 
to this, pony rugs tend to slip and rub, while 
the leg strap scan rub the donkeys’ sensitive 
skin between their hind legs. Pony rugs also 
drop below the shoulder blade, which 
restricts a donkey's front leg action and can 
actually trap them when they lie down. 

With this in mind, The Donkey Sanctuary 
developed a design suitable our resident herd 
of donkeys.  

The design ensures that the front section does 
not hang down to their knees for better ease 
of moment. The adjustment buckles on the 
chest also feature quick-release clips. The 
crossing belly straps, and shaped tail flap 
ensure that the rug does not slip, and 
therefore it requires no leg straps. The neck 
section has a fleece-lined, elasticated top and 
a Velcro fold-over flap. The fabric is 
lightweight, waterproof, and breathable, and 
comes as a lightweight cotton-lined rain sheet 
or as a quilted rug suitable for a clipped or 
elderly donkey to wear. 

Look out for a donkey-specific rug when 
purchasing for your own donkeys. 

(Ed - When measuring for a rug DonkeyWise 
recommend the following Measure from the 
centre of the chest, around the point of the 
shoulder, to the end of the hindquarters. Then 
add 2-3″ to the measurement and order the 
nearest size). 

Young and healthy donkeys are unlikely to 
need a winter coat or rug as their coats will 
naturally thicken as we approach winter. But 
if your donkeys are old or sick, they will find it 
harder to maintain body heat so they may 
need a rug to keep warm. Elderly donkeys 
may also benefit from having a heat lamp in 
their stable for extra warmth. 

Rugs should be removed daily, and your 
donkey’s coat brushed before the rug is 
replaced. It is advisable to have a spare rug in 
case one gets particularly wet or damaged. On 
warm, dry winter days we recommend leaving 
your donkey’s rug off for an hour or two, but 
make sure they do not become cold or wet.  

Donkey in a well fitted rug (from the Donkey 
Sanctuary) 

 



Brayings                                                                                                    May 2021 

20 
 

Life Member – Jo Bond  
Information collected by Pam Newton 

 
Jo Bond and a donkey friend in Bulgaria 

 
I joined what was then the Australian Donkey 
Breed Society in 1977 and was proud and 
honoured to become a Life Member of the 
Donkey Society of Victoria in 2013. 

My Life Membership is something I treasure, 
given the people with whom I share this 
honour – Clare Davis, Barbara Taylor, Pam 
Newton, Pat Streefkerk, Leanne Davey, and 
Ruth Walker – all who have done, and 
continue to do so much, not only for the 
Society, but for donkeys in general.  

My love affair with donkeys began when I was 
very young, but it was many years before I 
was able to realise my dream when, in 1977, I 
became the proud owner of Stony Ridge 
Veruschka. 

Veruschka was bred by Peter and Jean Coffey 
who were at the time highly active in the 
Society and joined me as a member.  So began 
my donkey ‘journey’.  An immensely proud 
moment for me, and particularly for Jean and 
Peter, was when in 1978, Veruschka along 
with her sire Bush Echoes Blaze, and one of 
her siblings, won the class for Jack and Two 
Offspring – a trophy donated by the then 

Australian Donkey Breed Society at the Royal 
Melbourne Show. 

Over the following several years, I served as 
both Treasurer and Membership 
Administrator for the Society, starting under 
the stewardship of the late Denise 
Moorhouse.  I thoroughly enjoyed these roles, 
particularly for the fun and camaraderie I 
shared with other Committee Members at the 
time.  Things that stand out from our monthly 
meetings are Clare Davis’ amazing asparagus 
rolls, the large quantities of Minties we 
consumed, and the baby wombats, or tiny 
joeys that Clare who as a wildlife carer, would 
take from her bag to be bottle fed.  Our 
meetings were certainly never dull, and 
despite the hilarity I like to think that we also 
got some work done on behalf the Society. 

Sadly, a change of lifestyle, and a move to 
South Melbourne meant that I had to part 
with Veruschka.  I will always be grateful to 
Barbara Taylor, who was able to give her a 
great home.  In 1983, Veruschka gave birth to 
Warraroong Murray, but she was not a good 
mum, and rejected him.  Fortunately, under 
Barbara’s care he survived. 

Over forty years later, I am occasionally asked 
why I am member of the Donkey Society of 
Victoria.  There are two quite easy answers to 
that question.  Firstly, once a donkey lover, 
always a donkey lover, and secondly, it is 
because of the friendships I have made, and 
the support I have had over the years from so 
many Society members. 

Whilst it is a number of years since I’ve been 
on the committee, and I don’t get to all the 
Society’s functions, I do still love to attend 
whenever possible, and thoroughly enjoy my 
occasional role as ‘shopkeeper’ which gives 
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me the opportunity both to catch up with old 
friends and make new ones. 

As a volunteer with Riding for the Disabled, I 
am known for singing the praises of donkeys, 
in an effort to convince our coach that a 
donkey would make a perfect addition to our 
team of horses. 

No luck yet, but hey – I will keep working on 
it! 

I will always be thankful to the Society and its’ 
members, for all they have done for donkeys, 
and for me personally. Stoney Ridge Veruschka 

 

 

Donkey Breeds – The Australian 
Teamster 
By Chase Day 

Although there are no hoofed animals native 
to Australia, over the past 150 years Australia 
has developed its own donkey breed – the 
Australian Teamster Donkey. 
 

History of The Donkey 
The Donkey (Equus Asinus) is part of the 
Equidae family which also includes the horse 
(Equus Caballus) and originated from African 
and parts of Asia. 
 
A male donkey is called a Jack and a female 
donkey is called a Jenny. They are more 
solitary than horses and do not form herds 
the same way, usually there are several 
jennies in a large range that is dominated by 
a jack. The call or bray of the donkey can last 
for 20 seconds and be heard up to 3 km 
away. They have large ears that help them to 
hear far away noises and may also help to 
disperse heat. Like horses, donkeys eat grass, 
but they can also eat shrubs and bark. As a 
desert animal, donkeys are more efficient at 
using feed and water than a horse. 
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The donkey was tamed around 3,000 BC in 
either Egypt or Mesopotamia. Considered 
extremely useful and revered by some 
cultures, they are also often described as 
stupid or clumsy. They have a reputation for 
being stubborn, but what they have is a 
greater sense of self-preservation than 
horses. It is more difficult to make a donkey 
do something it thinks is dangerous. 
However, once you earn their confidence, 
they can be very willing partners. They also 
do not have the same tendency to spook as 
horses, which can be great! 
These days there are around 40 million 
donkeys in the world, made up of 97 
different breeds. 
 
Donkeys in Australia 
In 2005 the name ‘Australian Teamster’ was 
coined by the EIDSA All Breeds Inc as a term 
that described their type, style, and 
historic origins. The Teamster is typically 
a solid standard sized donkey of 11hh – 
13hh with good bone and slightly bigger 
ears than normal. They can be any colour 
except broken coloured. 
 
There were very few donkeys in Australia 
in the early years. The first mention of 
donkeys was in 1791 when the Governor 
asked that donkeys be brought to 
Australian from the Canary Islands. It is 
not known if these donkeys arrived, but 
in 1793 the ship Shah Hormuzear arrived 
from Bengal with a cargo that contained 
6 donkeys. Since then, quality donkeys 
were imported from Spain, Mexico, India, 
and Asia to ensure a hardy Australian 
donkey that could withstand the heat and 
work in harsh conditions.  
 
To start with they were not used much, but 
this changed over time. By the 1890s, the 
donkey began to play a role in opening the 
Outback. Before then horses and cattle were 

used, but there was a native plant (the pea-
bush) that was poisonous to them, causing 
Kimberley Walkabout Disease. The donkeys 
either did not eat this plant or were immune 
to the disease. It was also found that donkeys 
had stronger feet then horses, stepped more 
carefully, had stronger hindquarters and a 
greater staying power. The fact that donkeys 
were better adapted to life in the desert 
meant that they were extremely useful in the 
arid inland areas. 
 
Donkey Teams were harnessed up to 4 or 5 
abreast and in teams of up to 20 – 40 
donkeys. A team of 24 – 28 donkeys could 
pull a weight of up to 10 tons! They were 
guided by the voice of the Teamster, who 
walked along beside them and they could 
manage an average of 10 miles per day over 
difficult terrain. 

 
Fire plough and 46 donkey-team 50 miles 
north of Anthony’s Lagoon on the road to 
Borroloola, July 1934.Noel Butlin Archives 

Centre, Australian National University: 
Australian Agricultural Company, Z241-Box 

211-Album 1-109. 
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Donkey team hitched to a wagon, with a man 
standing nearby .c 1890, State Library of 

South Australia, B 18686 
 
The Modern Australian Teamster Donkey 
Up until the 1930s, these donkeys were a 
particularly important part of Australia’s 
inland transport network, but with the 
increased use of automobiles they became 
useless. By the 1940s the teams of working 
donkeys were gone. Animals that were no 
longer needed were often turned loose. 
These animals are called ‘feral’ – which mean 
that they are a domestic animal that is no 
longer in captivity. Being so admirably 
adapted to the desert meant that they 
thrived and now number 5 million. Their 
hooves cause vegetation damage and erosion 
and spread weeds, which means that people 
want their numbers controlled by either 
trapping/mustering, aerial culling, on the 
ground culling or fertility control. 
 

Instead of seeing them as a pest, Australian 
Teamster enthusiasts are encouraging 
Australians to value their local donkey breed. 
There are contractors who muster donkeys 
from the Outback and offer them for sale. 
There are also a few studs who breed 
Teamster Donkeys. Whilst inexperienced 
donkey owners would not be encouraged to 
buy an unhandled donkey, in the right hands 
these formerly wild animals make fabulous 
pets. The Australian Teamster is now used for 
saddle riding, carriage driving, packing, in the 
show ring and as a companion animal. They 
are also sometimes used to guard livestock. 
Their solid nature makes them great as a 
child’s mount. 
 
If you wish to ensure that you are buying a 
genuine Teamster, do your research and ask 
questions before you purchase your new 
donkey. There are at least two studs that 



Brayings                                                                                                    May 2021 

24 
 

focus on Teamsters – Blithe Moon in South 
Australia and Keysoe in Victoria. 
 

 
Blithe Moon Bruny -stud bred (Helen 

Robertson) 
 

 
Blithe Moon Cohen- stud bred (Helen 

Robertson) 
 

 
Keysoe Shane - stud bred (Ruth Walker) 

 
 

 
Keysoe Sky - born from wild caught mother- 

and Ben Harris (Ruth Walker) 
 

 
Blithe Moon Creosote and Blithe Moon Keith 

– both stud bred (Helen Robertson) 
 

 
Keysoe Tidbinbilla -stud bred (Ruth Walker) 
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Damara and Damona – wild caught (Rebecca 

Chapman) 
 

 
Farpoint Digby- stud bred and Fiona Mottram 

(Ruth Walker) 
 

Lord Dominick of Lucies, Lady Tamar of 
Lucies – both wild caught, and Lord Shinto of 

Lucies – stud bred (Keith Day) 
 
 

 
Keysoe Magda- stud bred (Stephenie 

Campbell) 
 

 
Keysoe Maude -stud bred and Ruth Walker  
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Pat’s Corner  
Advice from Life Member, Harness Driver and former Rider and Breeder Pat Streefkerk.  
 

You are a new owner of donkeys, or have just 
started training a young one, and you need to 
transport your donkey in a horse float. If possible, 
start this training well ahead of the time you need 
to actually transport the donkey. 

Your donkey refuses to set foot on the tailboard, 
so what do you do? If you have your own float, you 
can put it in the paddock (if not attached to a 
vehicle, be sure to support it with chocks so that it 
cannot rock, tilt or roll.) Open the tailboard, and 
make sure it is level and stable, and preferably 
remove the partition to start, or push well to one 
side and fasten. Put a bin of feed or a hay net of 
tempting hay up the front and leave the donkeys 
to experiment with walking on to get this food. 
Usually, a few days and they are strolling happily in 
and out. Then practice pushing the partition over 
and backing the donkey out slowly, try not to let 
them rush. Over several sessions then close the 
tailboard for a time, then take for a short drive, 
being careful to go slowly round curves and 
accelerate or brake slowly with care. Do also make 
sure that the chest bar is at a suitable height for 
your donkey. 

You may be lucky and have trained your donkey 
well enough to trust you and walk in with you, that 
is great, but still take small steps in getting to 
actually going for a drive. 

Most donkeys are inclined to sit back hard and 
brace on the tailboard, so a padded vinyl cushion, 
sheepskin or similar tied behind them helps to 
prevent them rubbing themselves sore. If you have 
breeching doors, it also makes it easy to have the 
donkey securely shut in before you shut the 
tailboard, and they can have permanent padding. I 
started with just a chain, and my big donkey then 
sat back so hard that her rump still stuck out and it 
took 2 people to shut the tailboard and push her 
right in. If you have small donkeys, you can tie 

them well forward so that they do not reach the 
rear of the float. Alternatively many donkeys travel 
very well not tied, just loose with no partition in 
the float. They will often face the rear when 
traveling but do make sure that your tailboard is 
high enough that they cannot jump out or get a leg 
over. But you must be extra careful not to brake 
suddenly as they have less support. If you have a 
bigger float so that there is angle loading this can 
also help. 

But sometimes you need to load an untrained 
donkey urgently. In this case use a long rope on a 
strong headstall and run the rope into the float 
and hitch around the chest bar. Try coaxing with 
food, but if this does not work, just take your time 
and with the long rope make sure your donkey 
cannot go backwards. They will often sit back and 
pull, but when this has no result will stand forward 
again and you can the take up any slack, a little bit 
at a time. With patience your donkey will 
eventually be right in, praise whenever they move 
at all forward and just keep the tension up in 
between. Sometimes a rope around the rump will 
help. 

Drive carefully and check your donkey regularly 
that he is still standing, if you have a camera in the 
float it is a great help. 
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Welcome to new and returning Members 
• Karen Gray 

Committee Business 
• Organising Zoom Seminars with Dr Shannon Lee and Rebecca Celermejer 
• Arranging insurance renewal 

Simpson and His Donkey 
By David Smith White

On the beaches of Gallipoli, 
in the Straits of the 
Dardenelles. 
The cliffs hung like tattered 
scenery, 
on a circus carousel. 
The men rode their rocking 
ferries, 
to a dark and hostile shore; 
from the heights the fire was 
raking, 
'cause that's the luck of war. 
 
A man walked with his 
donkey, 
across those alleys of fear. 
A man walked with his 
donkey, 
with his burden so dear. 
A man walked with his 
donkey, 
through the deadly leaden 
hail; 
a man walking with his 
donkey, 
surely would not fail. 
 
A man walked with his 
donkey, 
but it was no idle stroll. 
Not a picnic or fairground 
fancy, 
but a pit of tortured souls. 
A man walked with his 
donkey, 

with his donkey, beside; 
a man walking with his 
donkey: 
so his fallen mates could ride. 
 
A man leant, (he was weary) , 
on his donkey to stand. 
Exhausted with the furies, 
on the grey sea and sand. 
Such a time spent so easy, 
can be a wonder to arrive; 
for a man talking to 
his donkey, 
it was good to be 
alive. 
 
A man walked with 
his donkey, 
with his donkey in 
tow. 
A man walked 
through shooting 
galleries, 
in this valley of 
woe. 
A man walked with 
his donkey, 
with a sure foot 
and pace; 
a man walking with 
his donkey, 
bravely saved his 
mates. 
 

On the beaches of Gallipoli, 
in the Straits of the 
Dardenelles. 
A man led his stoic donkey, 
through blast and bursting 
shell. 
Like the heroes of the 
ancients, 
there are still bards to tell: 
how Simpson and his donkey, 
made it a little less like hell.
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