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Front cover photo – Wombalyn Rise Luna. Photo by 
Tracey Brand 

Back cover – George making friends. Photo by Jenny 
Teskey 

Contributions for publication in Brayings are 
extremely welcome!  

Please send your news and photographs to Editor 
Chase Day preferably by email to 
donkey@hmdp.com 

If you do not have access to email you can post your 
contribution to Chase Day, PO Box 1031, Wendouree 
Village, VIC 3352. 
 
Submissions may be subject to editing. 
 
Disclaimer 
The information and opinions expressed in this 
newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
Donkey Society of Victoria (DSV) or the Editor. While 
reasonable care is taken on our behalf the DSV takes 
no responsibility for any errors or omissions in 
information in this newsletter. Readers are advised to 
get professional advice where required.  
 
Brayings is the official quarterly newsletter of the 
Donkey Society of Victoria Inc., ABN 82 148 300 307, 
Registration no. A0000117Z (www.donkey.org.au), a 
member of the Affiliated Donkey Societies of 
Australia. 

Brayings is printed by Larkin Printers Leongatha 

Editorial 
So, 2021 is upon us! Sadly, the spectre of COVID-19 
has not faded yet. However, the easing of restrictions 
a little has made it possible to get out and about with 
our donkeys. 
 
The arrival of foaling season is always exciting, and I 
have enjoyed cooing over the cute foal photos that 
were sent in! As my own foal has turned 2 now it is 
nice to enjoy the little babies again. 
 
I hope that you are all able to enjoy the summer 
weather!!! 
 
Chase Day 

 

Can we help you? 
  
Committee email: donkeyinfo@donkey.org.au 
 
President and Web Manager 
Keith Day 
GORDON 
Ph 0434 246967  
Email: keith@hyphen8.com.au 
 
Vice President 
Rebecca Chapman 
LEARMONTH 
Email: acheronstyx26bc@gmail.com 
 
Secretary and Facebook  
Ruth Walker 
2 Downie Rd, WOODVALE, 3556  
Ph 0409 606306  
Email: donkeysocvic@gmail.com  
 
Treasurer, Welfare Officer & Brayings Editor 
Chase Day 
GORDON 
Ph 0411 335738 
Email: donkey@hmdp.com 
 
Committee Members 
Leanne Davey 
PEARCEDALE  
Ph 03 5978 6207  
Email: skyepark2000@gmail.com 
 
Benjamin Harris 
WOODVALE 
Ph 0439 389843 
Email: ben.harris245@gmail.com 
 
Membership Administrator 
Peter McNab 
1713 Cairnbrook Road, GLENGARRY 
PH 0407 485032  
Email: membership.dsv@gmail.com 
 
ADSA Registration 
https://www.donkeysadsa.org/registration 
Kerri Haynes-Lovell – Registrar 
104 Luthers Road, HALFWAY CREEK, NSW 2460.  
Email - lotsodogs@iinet.net.au 
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Donkeys help frontline workers in Spain 
When someone places a 10-day-old colt in her arms, Monica Morales squeals with delight, 
visibly relaxed after a few hours unwinding at El Burrito Feliz -- "The Happy Little Donkey" -- 
an association offering free donkey therapy sessions to medics fighting the virus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Known as animal-assisted therapy, such encounters can help with a range of physical and mental 
disorders, including stress, depression, and anxiety. Although such therapy is more associated with 
horses, experts say donkeys are better suited to helping mental or emotional disorders given their 
gentle nature and intuitive respect for personal space. 

"The situation is quite overwhelming, what we went through before is now happening again," says 
Morales, 25, who spent months working in a Madrid hospital when the pandemic hit. She is now 
based in the south as Spain faces a second wave. 

Full article at   https://in.news.yahoo.com/  from  21 October 2020.  
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Assignations 

 
Asstrax 

Thursday 4th February at Ardrock Farm 
Contact Jen McNab - jenpete.mcnab@gmail.com 

 
 

Assabouts 
Renew February 2021 

Contact Fiona Mottram - 0447 343 665 (text preferred) or email honkydonkherd@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book Review – Eve’s Journey 1923 
Book written and edited by Gill Brackenbury 

Eve was born Doris Noel Lovell in Croydon, 
South London, on 24th December 1892. During 
World War One she was a volunteer with the 
Woman’s Ambulance Corps.  At some point in 
the 1920s she began to call herself by the 
name ‘Eve’. By all accounts she was an 
unconventional, complex, and cultured 
person.  She had many interests including 
archaeology, history, the arcane, and animals 
(particularly goats). In her later life she did 
quite a bit of freelance historical research.  

In 1923 she decided to take a walking trip 
from London to Scotland and back on the 
advice of Dr. Wright of Beaconsfield.  At the 
time she was at a crossroads in her life and it 

was thought that the journey would get her 
away from London for a while and give her 
the space and time she needed to work things 
through. Dr. Wright urged her to keep a diary 
of her adventures.  

As she could not find a suitable 2-legged 
travelling companion she decided to take an 
animal with her.  She initially considered a dog 
for protection, but that still left the problem 
of her luggage. So, she then contemplated a 
mule or a pony cart. She then remembered 
the story that Robert Louis Stevenson told of 
his adventures with Modestine and decided 
on a donkey.  
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Her diary starts in June 1923 when she begins 
her search for a donkey. She eventually buys a 
6-year-old grey donkey from a London 
Costermonger for £5. She is originally called 
Lizzie, but at her farewell party the donkey is 
rechristened ‘Hotep’.  

They were originally supposed to set off from 
London, but for safety reasons they end up 
beginning their journey together in Derby in 
early August.  

There are some initial hiccups in their 
relationship, but over time the woman and 
the donkey bond. Eve shies away from any 
violence towards Hotep and is always 
concerned for her care and once Hotep even 
saves Eve from the advances of several 
drunken men.  

The story of the duos travels north to Scotland 
are enjoyable as they negotiate a variety of 
accommodations, the hubbub of ‘Wakes 
Week’, plenty of amorous men and lots of 
‘High Tea’ and Eve even receives medical help 
from a vet!  On several occasions the weather 
makes it rather unpleasant for the pair, but 
they persevere. The diary paints of vivid 
picture of a bygone England and is 
accompanied by photographs that Gill 
Brackenbury took herself in 1997.  

After her return Eve married Graham 
Brackenbury in July 1924. He died in 1952 and 
shortly after Eve began calling herself Doris 
again.  Eve/Doris died in Bath on 9th May 
1982, just shy of her 90th Birthday.   

She had always intended to publish the story 
of what she called her ‘Donkey Saga’, but it is 
not known if it was ever sent to a publisher. 
On her death the written manuscript, a 
handwritten manuscript and her surviving 
diaries were passed on to her granddaughter 

Gill who has put them together and had them 
published so we can all enjoy the story of her 
grandmother’s journey. 

Eve and Hotep, Shap Fell, Cumbria, 
September 1923 

‘Eve’s Journey’ is available as a free eBook 
from:  https://gill.brackenbury.nz/ 

Or to purchase the very nice hard copy edition 
email: gbrackenbury@xtra.co.nz
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Foal Brag 
thanks to everyone who shared their photos! 

 

Keysoe Rey 
Born 30 September 2020 
Dam: Blithe Moon Rain 

Sire: Keysoe Mulga 
Owner: Ruth Walker 

 

 

Amelia Rise Quigley 
Born October 2020 

Dam: Poplar Grove Angelique 30” 
Sire: Amelia Rise Talledaga 27.5” 

Owner: Deb Hanton 

 

Bellazahn Park Digger 
Born: 2nd April 2020 

Dam: Bellazahn Park Harriet 
Sire: Grawood Superstar L (Phoenix) 

Owner: Cathy Buerkner 
 

 
 

Ecclestone Valley Archie (left) 
Born 25th September 2020 

Sire: Clovercrest Satchmo (imp NZ) 
Dam: Clovercrest Amore (imp NZ) 

 
Ecclestone Valley Flynn (right) 

Born 14th September 2020 
Sire: Clovercrest Satchmo (imp NZ) 

Dam: Tantillus Pippin (imp NZ) 
Owner: Judy Finney 
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Ecclestone Valley Zeus 
Born: 3rd October 2020 

Sire Quarter Moon Laptop (imp USA) 
Dam Ecclestone Valley Maya 

Owner: Judy Finney 
 

 
 

Ecclestone Valley Bronte Jo 
Born: 24th September 2020 

Sire Quarter Moon Half Dollar (imp USA) 
Dam Clovercrest Bobbie Jo (imp NZ) 

Owner: Judy Finney 
 

 

 
 

Wombalyn Rise Dusty 
Dorn: 15th November 2020 
Dam: Wombalyn Rise Adele 

Sire: Awapuni Dallas 
Owner: Tracey Brand 

 

 
 

Eaglehawk Everlee 
Dam: Eaglehawk Imogen 
Owner: Hilary Dortmans 
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Donkeys and Dinosaurs 
By Judy Wright 

OK so this one is a bit out there. We have 
exposed (we like to use the term 
“desensitise”) our donkeys to pretty much 
everything including jumping castles, 
bagpipes, suspension bridges, playgrounds, 
tunnels, and they have even attended a blues 
festival. So, when a young lady asked us to 
bring them out to meet some dinosaurs we 
thought why not.  

Wonka looks on 

Bracken Ridge is a property near Raglan, 
Victoria where the owner Daryl has an 
interesting hobby of collecting the dinosaurs 
which are made by his friend in Melbourne. A 
winding path takes you through the 60-acre 
property (that now resembles the set of 
Jurassic Park) and you can view the creatures 
up close. The detail is amazing, and it is 
Daryl’s intention to keep on adding others to 
his collection. 

 

So, this time we took our three little guys, and 
they were keen to explore the property the 
moment they stepped off the float. Wonka 
was quick to lead the way and by the time we 
reached the second dinosaur they were all 
intrigued. About halfway around the path we 
also noticed that Forrest had attached himself 
to Daryl and by the time we finished he even 
walked straight onto the float with him. An 
out of the box adventure with the donks, 
Daryl, and us all enjoying the experience. 

Judy and Wonka 

John looks on as Plonka and Wonka come in 
from either end 
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Plonka with some strange beasts Wonka seems intrigued

Assabouts 
Words and photos by Fiona Mottram 
 

Assabouts will resume in South Gippsland in 
February 2021. If you are interested in joining 
us for riding, harness driving or walking with 
donkeys and mules, please contact Fiona 
Mottram on 0447 343 665 (text preferred) or 
email honkydonkherd@gmail.com While it is 
wonderful if you can BYO longears, walkers 
and cyclists are welcome to accompany us or 
just join for meet/greet time. We may be able 
to loan you a longears for the outing. 
Assabouts events are normally held in safe, 
off-road locations on rail trails at spots such as 
Mirboo North, Boolarra, Foster, Fish Creek, 
Meeniyan, Koonwarra, and Leongatha. 

Occasionally we meet in other locations with 
some quiet roads. All welcome. 
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The Plains Speaking 
Activities of Gippsland Asstrax Members. 

Compiled by Jennifer McNab – photos by Hilary Dortmans, Tracey Brand, Jennifer McNab, Heather 
McColl, Nanette Moir, Peter McNab. 

Towards the end of November, the group 
decided that the COVID-19 restrictions were 
sufficiently eased for us to meet for a Picnic. 
Seven of us managed to get together at 
Cowwarr Weir for a couple of hours of 
relaxed, outdoor, face-to-face chat. The park 
surrounding the weir has large, grassed areas 
and ample shade from the mature trees. It is a 
popular spot with locals for swimming and 
kayaking. 

Many of you may have seen the piece of 
video, circulating on Facebook, of a man 
kicking a large ball into a paddock with a 
lovely chestnut horse. The horse then has a 
great time pushing the ball, picking it up and 
galloping around the paddock. This video 
sparked discussion amongst our group of our 
experiences with toys for our equines, what 
they will and will not play with and the things 
they destroy. 

Heather McColl says: “I left a ball in Comet’s 
paddock for months and he didn’t touch it.” 

Ann says: “the donkey geldings ignore any 
‘toys’ I have put out but love carrying the feed 
bins around, playing chasey and tug-of-war. 
They would much rather tip out their 
expensive Belinda’s supplement and play with 
the bins. The toys are in the shed.” 

Hilary says: “mine throw out their supplement 
too, to play with the bins.” 

Tracey says: “I have tried balls, but they just 
end up rolling to the bottom of the paddock 
and are flattened by the big boofas! The 
cobbies are extremely hard on feed bins and 
water troughs. The donkeys are more about 

eating the trees and fence rails. We have 
found a rail with wire along it survives much 
better than one without.” 

Destroyed Feed bins (Tracey Brand) 

Jenny says: “for Jackston and Duncan it’s 
about playing with feed bins and head collars. 
Leaving a headcollar on Jackston invites 
Duncan to pull him around the paddock until 
it comes off. Leaving a head collar and lead 
within reach starts a tug-of-war game. The 
boys can get it in a great, wet tangle. I have 
given them their own piece of rope and they 
ignore it. Jack is frightened of balls. In his 
distant past, when he was still entire, a soccer 
ball was kicked at him as punishment to make 
him back off.” 

Jackston and Duncan playing with a feed bin 
(Peter McNab) 
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Note from all of us: “Don’t leave anything 
leather within reach of donkeys or horses. It 
will never be the same again.” 

Tracey has had two beautiful foals born in the 
last few months by her jack, Awapuni Dallas. 
In November Wombalyn Rise Adele gave birth 
to a jack foal, Wombalyn Rise Smokey (75% 
Mammoth). In January, the much-awaited red 
jennet foal was born to Wombalyn Rise 
Destiny. She will be named Wombalyn Rise 
Luna (100% Mammoth).  

Hilary has one new Irish jennet, born in 
November, Eaglehawk Everlee, out of 
Eaglehawk Imogen. All foals and mothers are 
doing well. 

Eaglehawk Everlee and dam Eaglehawk 
Imogen (Hilary Dortmans) 

Ann and Jenny are both managing regular 
medications for some of their donkeys. This 
can be a real trial with some of them. What 
works for one animal may not work for 
another and what works on one day or for 
many days, may not work the next. These are 
some of the strategies which have been used 
or are currently being used: in/on a piece of 
bread, bread with molasses/honey/jam, 
hollow out a carrot/apple/pear, in a small 
amount of Honey B and chaff, on a gingernut 
biscuit, add apple cider vinegar to some chaff, 
give a peppermint or piece of liquorice before 
the medicine or for the co-operative ones, 
just syringe it in the side of the mouth.  

On Thursday February 4th, the Asstrax group 
is planning to return to regular outings. We 
will be meeting at Ardock Farm for a leisurely 
drive/ride/walk. With the current COVID-19 
situation, we are unable to offer extra seats in 
carts. Everyone will need to supply their own 
mode of transport. We will also, not be doing 
a shared lunch. Unfortunately, this disease 
will be with us for a while yet and we must 
adjust accordingly. We all send our best 
wishes for a happy and healthy 2021. 

Donkey Colour Genetics 
by CMhorses February 22, 2011 Updated June 26, 2018 (https://colorgenetics.info/equine/donkey-
color-genetics)

Donkey colour genetics are not yet well 
understood but are being researched more as 
breeding donkeys becomes more popular. 

With donkeys, "points" refers to the muzzle, 
rings around eyes, belly, and upper legs. 
"Trim" refers to the mane, tail, and tips of 
ears. When determining the colour of your 



Brayings                                                                                              February 2021 

12 
 

donkey, the main body colour is what should 
be looked at first, then trim colour and point 
colour. 

Dilutions 

The base colours can be diluted by the Ivory 
and Dun genes. 

Ivory 

is a recessive gene and is characterized by a 
near white or cream base coat with pink skin 
and blue eyes. Mottled or speckled skin 
around eyes, nose and genitals can be seen in 
Ivory donkeys. The colour of the animal is 
dependent on the base coat meaning that a 
red based ivory will generally be lighter than a 
black based. If the donkey has the dun gene 
as well as ivory then it will appear to be even 
lighter in colour, with the dorsal stripe visible.  

The ivory gene is rare, and breeders are 
constantly trying to improve the gene pool to 
reduce the number of inbred ivories. 

Woodchip – ivory (Melanie Teefy) 

Base Colours 

Black 

Body is uniformly black. Can be homozygous 
(EE) or heterozygous (Ee). May be faded or 
non-faded. 

Donkey Ridge Farm Coal Miners Daughter – 
black (Brian Selgelid) 

Sorrel (red) 

Black pigment is suppressed, and body colour 
is a reddish colour. Can only be homozygous 
(ee). Colour range can vary from darker reds 
to lighter, paler red. 

Awapuni Waikura – Sorrel (Rebecca 
Chapman) 
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Dun 

Dun causes the base coat to be diluted to a 
faded colour, and primitive markings are 
present. The level of dilution varies. Types of 
Dun are 

Grey Dun 

Black base coat is diluted into a grey colour. 
Trim and primitive markings are black or dark 
grey. Also, the base coat can appear black 
with a cross (the dorsal/shoulder stripe). 

Blithe Moon Sudoku and Blithe Moon 
Peneshaw – grey dun (Helen Robertson) 

Rose Dun (Red Dun) 

Red base diluted to a pale reddish colour. 
Trim and primitive markings are a darker 
shade of red. 

Bay Dun 

Bay base coat generally diluted to a colour like 
red dun, but with black trim. Brown can also 
be diluted by dun and can be a dark chocolaty 
colour with the primitive markings visible. 

Sweet and Belly Boo – bay dun (Clare Abell) 
 

Modifiers 

Pangare  

Points are lightened. This is a quite common 
gene in donkeys. Donkeys without Pangare 
are rare but do exist. 

Agouti (Bay) 

Only effects black pigment and lightens the 
main body colour to a red colour of varying 
shades. Red based donkeys can be carriers of 
agouti but do not express it. Brown donkeys 
are also caused by the agouti gene. In most 
donkeys only the trim is black due to Pangare 
lightening the points. 

White Patterns 

Donkeys only have several types of roaning 
and several different spotting genes. 

Roan 

Roaning causes white hairs evenly intermixed 
with the base colour of hairs over the entire 
body, head and legs included. Affects both red 
and black. The second type of roaning is 
usually called Frosting. It progressively 
whitens the body over time and can cause 
completely white donkeys with dark skin and 
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eyes. It may not cause the entire body to 
become white; it can cause roaned patches or 
markings. 

Blithe Moon Cooper – grey dun roan  
(Helen Robertson) 

 

 
Blithe Moon Meranti – red roan  

(Helen Robertson) 

Spotting 

Spotting is a dominant gene and thought to 
be homozygous embryonic lethal. The 
spotting is typically horizontally oriented and 
can cross the shoulders. Colour generally 
stays around eyes, ears, top-line and generally 
on one or more leg. The leg markings may be 
broken or spotted. Blue eyes are unusual in 
spotted donkeys, but it has occurred. Blazes 

and socks in donkeys are a minimal form of 
spotting. There have been no recorded cases 
of a sorrel donkey with the spotting gene. 

Brown spotted (Brian Selgelid) 
 

Pistol Annie – black spotted (Brian Selgelid) 
 

Wattlewoods Wee Ralph – spotted 
 (Hazel Knight) 
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Western Downs Montana – spotted (Kim 
Dalton) 

Star 

Star donkeys have a star on their head of 
varying sizes. The star gene is not known to 
cause any other markings and is not related to 
the donkey spotting gene(s). 

Blithe Moon Echo – star (Ann Berrett) 

  

The Legend of the Donkey’s Cross 
Story from https://ourneverendingstories.com/ 
 

The legend of the donkey’s cross begins in the 
Bible. In Mark 11, Jesus sends two of his 

disciples to retrieve the small donkey no one 
had faith in. 

The farmer did not believe the runty donkey 
could earn his keep. When the farmer 
informed his children that he was going to 
have to kill the little donkey. His children 
begged him to sell the donkey, but the farmer 
would not hear of it. He told them the donkey 
was not worth anything to anyone. 

The children were heartbroken and so 
incredibly sad for the frail little donkey. The 
children went to their father and asked him 
“Father please take the donkey and tie him to 
the tree and see if someone will take him for 
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free”. Seeing his children weep for the small 
animal was more than the father could bear, 
so he agreed. 

Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem and sent 
two of his disciples to go and retrieve the 
small donkey. The farmer did not think that 
anyone would take the animal, he was 
surprised when he saw two men approaching 
him. The farmer told the men he was sure the 
donkey would be of little use to Jesus. The 
disciples assured the farmer that Jesus 
wanted his small animal. The farmer was 
worried that Jesus would be disappointed 
with the donkey, but he handed it over to the 
disciples anyway. 

Jesus placed his hands on the petite animal, 
and in that moment the donkey knew he 
could do anything Jesus asked of him. 

The donkey was so proud to carry Jesus into 
Jerusalem on that first Palm Sunday. He was 
devoted to his new master and followed him 
to Calvary. He could not bear to see his 
master hanging on the cross, so the animal 
turned his back to the cross. The shadow of 
the cross fell across donkeys back and it been 
there ever since. 

And that is the legend of how the donkey got 
its’ cross. 

Life Member – Pat Streefkerk  
Information collected by Pam Newton 

 
Pat riding Wendanjo Sarah 14hh at DSV show 1993 

 

When Hans and I were married in 1976 we 
had 2 ponies for the older children, and Hans 
decided that a donkey would be an ideal 

mount for my Wendy, who was 6 at the time, 
with memories of when his parents went 
walking with the children on hired donkeys, 
back in Holland. It took a while to find a 
donkey, a 5-year-old jack 12.2hh, who we had 
gelded, and we started riding him. We looked 
up the Donkey Society in Yellow Pages and 
joined in time to go to the 1977 Championship 
Show with Caspar. 

Caspar was ridden by us all for some time, 
along with the ponies, but eventually passed 
on to a friend, as Wendy now had a pony. In 
1978 we also bred a mule, Elum who later 
became my mount. However early in 1980 we 
visited our local dealer’s yard and saw this 
beautiful 14hh jenny. We immediately fell in 
love with her, bought her, and planned to 
enter the DSV shows, as we had never seen 
such a big donkey. Sarah was around 8 years 
old and unbroken, but quiet. The first time we 
tried to ride her she threw 3 almighty bucks, 
but soon settled down and became a great 
mount. I rode her for miles around the 
neighbourhood and we also took her to Pony 
Club. At the 1980 Royal Melbourne Show, 



Brayings                                                                                              February 2021 

17 
 

which then had donkey classes, she was 
entered in both ridden and harness as well as 
the 1980 Geelong Show where she was 
Supreme Champion. 

From then on, we attended every show in 
Victoria that had donkey classes, about 6 
shows per year, as well as the Championship 
Show and all other DSV activities. In those 
days there were between 50 and 100 donkeys 
at the Championship Shows, mostly Australian 
Teamsters with a few English/Irish appearing 
over the years, and later some miniatures. We 
also organised the first weekend camp at 
Garibaldi in the 80’s which became an annual 
event until about 4 years ago, when the area 
became too busy for riding. 

In the early 80’s we bought another donkey, 
Keysoe Katie and bred a hinny from her. At 
that time, we tried to breed a foal from Sarah, 
but sadly she proved infertile. We had a lovely 
large 13.3hh jack, Durham Hijack, but only 
Katie had a foal. Over the following years we 
acquired a lot of donkeys which we trained for 
riding. For many years we took 5 donkeys 
and/or mules to the Geelong Show with 
numbers of the Pony Club children to ride and 
handle them in the various classes. In our 
triple float 2 or 3 travelled to shows that were 
further afield. Many donkeys were sold on to 
others seeking ridden donkeys, but we were 
always looking for more as large as our lovely 
Sarah. We organised camping trips around 
Australia and talked to people about donkeys 
everywhere we went but were unable to find 
any more like her. 

In 1988 I rode my mule, Elum on the 
Federation Ride from Melbourne to Canberra, 
1,000km in three weeks. He was the only 
mule amongst 350 horses. 

Unable to find any larger donkeys in Australia, 
in 1999 we imported a mammoth 14.2hh jack, 
Cokeley Major Leo, from Kansas USA. A few 
others joined us in this venture, including 

Lindon Marks and Clare Davis to make it 
possible, but we had the main share and 
stood him at our property. He was the first 
mammoth jack to be imported to Australia 
since about 1940. There were a lot of ups and 
downs in our efforts to breed large donkeys, 
mainly because, at that time, there were very 
few large jennies around anymore and our 
efforts to source from the outback were 
unsuccessful, as none had been brought from 
inland Australia for many years. We learnt to 
collect and process chilled semen which was 
sent all over Australia producing some 30 -40 
mules and about the same number of donkeys 
by live service here in Victoria. Sadly, Major 
died of Colic in 2010 and our breeding herd 
was dispersed. During that time, we had up to 
20 donkeys, as well as a horse for mule 
breeding. 

Cokeley Major Leo (Imp) 14.2hh 1999 

My Wendanjo Serena is one of Major’s 
offspring and I have had years of fun driving 
her in harness and taking her to shows. I was 
proud that, in 2016, at the first Championship 
Show held after a long gap she was Champion 
Performance Donkey. I have also attended 
carriage driving club with her for many years, 
where she has competed against horses and 
been much admired. Due to my age, I have 
now retired from showing but enjoy attending 
and assisting with most of the DSV activities. I 
now have just 3 donkeys here; the other 2 
jennies are elderly and retired. But I love it 
here on the farm with my donkeys and intend 
to stay as long as possible. 
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Pat driving Wendanjo Serena 13.1 in a Combined 
driving Event against horses 

 

I have been on the committee since 2003, 
before that the meetings were too far away 
for me. I have held the positions of Treasurer, 
Vice-President, President and Secretary at 
various times. I was awarded a Life 
Membership in 2006. I am happy to assist the 
committee while I am able, and to share my 
knowledge of the Society gained over all these 
years. The Society is almost like a second 
family to me and I have made many friends 
over the years. 

 

Invisible Megafauna 
Arian D. Wallach, Erick J. Lundgren, William J. Ripple and Daniel Ramp 

First published in Conservation Biology: 25 April 2018, Original article including the full bibliography 
can be found at https://doi.org/10.1111/cobi.13116

 
Donkeys at Bollards Lagoon, SA 

 
A significant proportion of Earth’s wildlife has 
been erased, not from the world, but from 
our collective depiction of nature. Even the 
most noticeable animals, terrestrial 
herbivorous megafauna weighing 100–4,000 
kg, have been made nominally invisible. 
Wildlife outside native ranges are 
conspicuously missing from conservation 
data sets, distribution maps, population 
estimates, and conservation statuses. They 
are to be found, instead on invasive species 
lists (Lundgren et al. 2017). Introduced 

megafauna are a wonder of the 
Anthropocene hidden in plain sight. 
 
Many regions have an immortalized moment 
“when the first white man stepped off the 
boat,” heralding the beginning of Western 
civilization and the end of nature (Marris 
2013). Organisms caught in humanity’s 
globalization currents were branded products 
of man, not of nature (Chew & Hamilton 
2011). Conservation databases depict 
Australia as empty of megafauna, despite 
being home to 8 species (Ripple et al. 2015), 
because they established after James Cook 
landed at Botany Bay in 1770. A similar 
number of species are excluded from formal 
accounts of North American megafauna 
because they arrived after Christopher 
Columbus. Valuing only ideals of untouched 
wilderness excludes much if not all the 
biosphere, perpetuates colonial ideologies, 
and fails to acknowledge thousands of years 
of human ecology. 
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Wild megafauna whose ancestors escaped 
domestication disrupt notions of human 
control and archetypal wilderness even 
further (Gibbs et al. 2015). From these feral 
populations, two lost megafauna have been 
resurrected. Dromedary camel (Camelus 
dromedarius), ex- tinct in the wild for 
thousands of years, are thriving in the 
deserts of Australia. Pre-domestic cattle 
(aurochs [Bos primigenius]), hunted to 
extinction hundreds of years ago, live on in 
their post-domestic progeny (B. taurus). 
These inadvertent processes of rewilding 
have occurred not by human direction, but 
through the pioneering capacities and agency 
of animals that have survived human 
exploitation. 
 
The redistribution of megafauna has driven a 
global process of rewilding. All continents 
have more megafauna species today than in 
the Holocene (Lundgren et al. 2017). Humans 
are implicated in the Pleistocene megafauna 
collapse (Sandom et al. 2014) and in the cur- 
rent decline of 60% of extant species within 
native ranges (Ripple et al. 2015). Yet 
humans have also increased megafauna 
richness to levels approaching the 
Pleistocene, through redistribution and 
rewilding (Lundgren et al. 2017). The call to 
protect Earth’s remaining megafauna (Ripple 
et al. 2016b) must expand beyond arbitrary 
lines. 
 
The proportion of megafauna populations 
outside their historic native range is 
considerable for many species (Lundgren et 
al. 2017). The small population of Colombian 
hippopotamus (Hippopotamus amphibius), 
descendants of “cocaine hippos” that 
escaped the abandoned hacienda of Pablo 
Escobar, is expanding despite sterilization 
efforts (O’Bryen 2013). Several species have 
proven resilient to control and now exist 

mostly or solely in the diaspora. The 
International Union for Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN) lists wild horses (Equus ferus) 
as surviving only in Mongolia, even though 
hundreds of thousands are also found across 
North America, Australia, South America, and 
Europe. 
 
Globalization has driven a counter current to 
extinctions for several species. Of 22 
introduced megafauna species, 64% are 
threatened, extinct, or decreasing in their 
historic native ranges. Barasingha (Rucervus 
duvaucelii) are vulnerable in India and have 
been introduced to North America. Sambar 
deer (Rusa unicolor). are vulnerable in Asia 
and are also established in Australia, New 
Zealand, South Africa, and North America. 
Argali (Ovis ammon) are near threatened in 
Central Asia and also occur in the Americas 
and Europe and on several islands. 
 
Ignoring introduced populations hides not 
only rewilding successes but also 
conservation and animal-welfare harms. Over 
300 native mammals are threatened by the 
wildlife trade; megafauna are particularly 
vulnerable (Ripple et al. 2016a). Wildlife 
trafficking knows no borders and introduced 
megafauna face similar threats. Skins of wild 
and domestic donkeys (E. asinus) are being 
traded and trafficked worldwide to produce 
ejiao for the Chinese medicine industry (Fig. 
2). The growing demand is driving crime, 
animal cruelty, and poverty, and some of the 
skins are traded along the same networks 
that traffic in CITES listed species (The 
Donkey Sanctuary 2017). Meanwhile, their 
pre-domestic ancestor (African wild ass [E. 
africanus]) has a population of 50–200 
mature individuals (IUCN 2017). Protecting 
this native population is paramount, but to 
ignore or even beget the extinction of their 
post-domestic relatives may extinguish any 
wild future for this animal.  
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A ‘slab’ of ejiao 

 
Humans are driving rapid global change. 
Valuing populations only within historic 
ranges offers but one perspective on how to 
protect Earth’s diversity (Davis et al.  2011).  
Broadening our view of nature illuminates 
processes that enable wildlife to adapt to the 
Anthropocene (Hobbs et al. 2017). Protecting 
megafauna in their introduced range can 
supplement rather than supplant existing 
conservation efforts. Recovery programs for 
regionally, but not globally, threatened 
species is standard practice. Subspecies are 
treated as distinct units, and the IUCN lists 
over 1,000 globally threatened subspecies.  It 
is possible to protect brumbies and mustangs 
without abandoning takhis (E. f. przewalskii).  
 
Accepting introduced megafauna as part of 
nature would enable more accurate threat 
assessments and informed policy. Although 
controversial, it is not unheard of.  Only 20–
30 fallow deer (Dama dama) remain in their 
native range (in a fenced reserve in Turkey), 

but the species is listed as least concern 
globally because of extensive populations 
across Europe that were introduced during 
the Neolithic and later by Phoenicians and 
Romans. Introduced populations include 
unique, threatened, and extinct megafauna. 
Brown bear introduced to North Africa by 
Romans for spectacle fighting are recognized 
as an extinct subspecies (Ursus arctos 
crowtheri) (Calvignac et al. 2008). Sardinian 
mouflon (Ovis orientalis musimon), Corsican 
red deer (Cervus elaphu corsicanus), and 
Montecristo goats (Capra sp.) are threatened 
in their introduced range. If species were 
assessed across their full range, 6 megafauna 
would be globally delisted (post-domestic 
cattle, camel, donkey, horse, water buffalo 
[Bubalus bubalis], and sambar deer) and 2 
down listed (post-domestic banteng [B. 
javanicus] and argali), which would reduce 
the number of threatened megafauna by 
about 13%. 
 
Incorporating introduced populations into 
conservation is opposed due to concern that 
it will harm local species. Like native 
megafauna, introduced populations both 
benefit and challenge co-occurring species. 
Wild water buffalo (Bubalus bubalis) in 
Australia supress ground-level vegetation but 
promote tree growth (Werner 2005). 
Megafauna can exert strong herbivory 
pressure to the detriment of other species, 
especially where apex predators are absent 
(Estes et al. 2011). Red deer suppress tree 
regeneration in their introduced range on 
predator-free islands and in their native 
range where predators have been eradicated 
(Wallach et al. 2015). Due to their large body 
mass, megafauna contribute unique 
ecological functions as long-distance 
dispersers of large seeds, digesters of coarse 
plant material, creators of open habitat, 
enrichers of soil, and prey of large predators 
and scavengers (Ripple et al. 2015). These 
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functions create ecological 
interdependencies. Wild donkeys dig for 
water in the drying riverbeds of the Sonoran 
Desert (U.S.A.), and their wells provide 
drinking water for a multitude of local 
wildlife (Lundgren et al. 2017). 
 
The challenges facing wildlife are global 
phenomena, consequently conservation 
cannot be restricted to delimited geographic 
and temporal scales. It must expand to 
incorporate an “Earth ethic” (Callicott 2014) 
aligned with understanding of ecologies in 
flux (Pickett 2013). The very populations 
excluded from conservation are arguably 
manifestations of a key mechanism that 
enables life to adapt to change. The stories of 
flourishing displaced wildlife shatter the idea 
that everything touched by humans is forever 
bound to us and humbles our view of 
ourselves as so-called wildlife managers. 

 
When we incorporate introduced 
populations in the ethical universe of 
conservation, in formal lists and maps, and in 
assessments of population sizes and trends, 
we find that the Anthropocene is 
astoundingly rich in megafauna, and in some 
places getting richer. We uncover new 
dimensions of the forces that create and 
destroy biodiversity and new conservation 
opportunities and threats. Were we to paint 
a new picture of nature, one that celebrates 
all those populations out of place and out of 
time, what wonders might we see and be 
willing to fight for? 
 
Article originally published in Conservation 
Biology, Volume 32, No. 4, August 2018, 
pages 962-965 

Paddock Track System 
From https://www.all-natural-horse-care.com/paddock-paradise.html 

Donkeys are very efficient at extracting 
nutrition from their diet and are better suited 
to the dry grazing found in hot climates than 
the lush grass of most paddocks.  
Consequently, overweight donkeys are a 
common sight, and laminitis of ongoing 
concern to owners. 

One possible solution is the concept of the 
pasture track system which can also be known 
as Paddock Paradise. Paddock Paradise is an 
exciting new natural boarding concept based 
on Jaime Jackson's research into how horses 
live in the wild.  

It is a ground-breaking idea which has many 
benefits including:  

 Providing a more stimulating 
environment which discourages vices 

 encouraging more movement which 
benefits overall health  

 enables easier grazing management 
 

Jaime Jackson is a former farrier who, 
between 1982 and 1986, undertook studies of 
feral horses interacting in their natural 
environment. These studies revealed that 
feral horses rarely suffered from hoof 
problems such as laminitis or navicular which 
commonly affect our domestic horses. 

So, based on what he saw in the wild, he 
started experimenting with trimming 
parameters for domestic horses that reflected 
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the natural hoof, and which would allow them 
to remain barefoot.  

He published his first book in 1992, The 
Natural Horse: Lessons from the Wild which 
documented his wild horse studies and 
offered insights as to how we could better 
meet the biological needs of our domestic 
horses.  

In 1999 he went on to write the Horse Owners 
Guide to Natural Hoof Care which went into 
more detail regarding his trim methods. 
Paddock Paradise: A Guide to Natural Horse 
Boarding was published in 2007. 

Instead of housing our equines in regular 
square or oblong fields where they just stand 
in one spot and eat, and eat, and eat, an 
additional "inside" fence is added to create a 
"track" system.  

 

The track width can vary - the narrower the 
track the more the horses will move. 
However, you do not want it too narrow if you 
have more than two equines as one may get 
cornered by a more dominant horse. 

Now this may sound like a lot of work and 
expense, but it can be done quite cheaply and 
quickly using electric fencing and is well worth 
the effort when you see how much happier 
and healthier animals are. 

Donkeys in a paddock track (from  
http://www.just4donkeys.co.uk/paddock-

tracking.html) 

 

 

Pat’s Corner  
Advice from Life Member, Harness Driver and former Rider and Breeder Pat Streefkerk.  
 

QUESTION 

What are the best ways to manage the weight of 
my donkeys, particularly those who tend to be 
overweight? 

ANSWER 

This answer is aimed at keeping donkeys’ weight 
down, not fattening up thin donkeys, this is a 
different subject. Donkeys, particularly as they get 



Brayings                                                                                              February 2021 

23 
 

older, tend to put on weight and get ugly lumps of 
fat on their body and fat rolls on their neck. Careful 
monitoring of their weight is essential, particularly 
when the pasture starts growing in spring and 
sometimes in autumn. The neck is the best 
indicator, if it starts to get fatter, do something 
before it gets a hard fat roll. Even locking up in 
bare areas often seems to have little effect. Of 
course, if you can ride or drive them, you may be 
able to keep this under control with exercise. 
Unfortunately, donkeys have a poor opinion of 
such exercise as lunging, which works with horses. 
So, some ingenuity needs to be used to increase 
their metabolism with exercise, as well as control 
their food intake to help. 

It is no good locking them up in a small bare area, 
they then do little moving around to burn up the 
calories, and too severe a reduction in their food 
intake can lead to such conditions as 
hyperlipidaemia, where the body uses up the 
stored fat too fast and produces toxins which can 
be fatal. They must have roughage passing 
regularly through their system to keep the gut 
moving, even if this is just clean barley or oaten 
straw. Straw is an excellent tool in weight 
reduction as it keeps them happy and munching, 
while not adding to a weight problem. 

Most donkeys should have little or no 
concentrates, generally just clean, plain grass hay 
is the best thing to supplement inadequate 
pasture, or just to add roughage to their diet. If 
they are still getting too fat, substitute straw for all 

or part of the hay. It is also possible to reduce the 
sugar content of their hay by soaking it in water (in 
haynets is the easiest method), and then hang it up 
to dry out before feeding. If you have time and 
opportunity to take them for regular walks, this 
does help raise their metabolism. As a substitute, if 
they must be further confined, try to make the 
grazing areas long and narrow, perhaps with the 
hay at one end, and the water at the other, to keep 
them moving regularly. Or use electric fence to 
make a laneway right around the paddock for the 
same purpose, this can be moved to alter the main 
pathway and help the pasture from becoming too 
trampled. 

During times of richer growth do not leave them 
out on lush pasture. If necessary, alternate grazing 
and lock-up periods. It is also possible to use a 
grazing muzzle, which restricts their food intake to 
bits and pieces which stick through the muzzle, but 
this must be well supervised, and not left on 24 
hours per day. Even if they are on a small area, 
compare their pasture with any neighbouring 
pasture, if that is rapidly growing long and lush, 
then it means that in their bare paddock, they are 
eating an equal amount of grass as it appears 
through the ground, even if they try to convince 
you that they are starving! Give a good mineral and 
vitamin supplement, or mineral and salt lick, to 
ensure that they have all the additives they need. 

Good luck! 

 

Welcome to new and returning Members 
 Bee Higgins 
 Deb Gribben 

 Marion Roller 
 Lyn Stone 

Committee Business 
 Organising Zoom Seminars with Megan Hensley and Ben Hart 
 Looking into changes to the ADSA Register – DSV members surveyed. 
 Monitoring possible ejiao activity in Victoria  
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