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Front cover photo – ‘Shinto’ by Pamela Harden 
(www.whippetywood.com) 

Back cover – George showing his adult teeth. Photo 
from Jenny Teskey 

Contributions for publication in Brayings are 
extremely welcome!  

Please send your news and photographs to Editor 
Chase Day preferably by email to 
donkey@hmdp.com 

If you do not have access to email you can post your 
contribution to Chase Day, PO Box 1031, Wendouree 
Village, VIC 3352. 
 
Submissions may be subject to editing. 
 
Disclaimer 
The information and opinions expressed in this 
newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
Donkey Society of Victoria (DSV) or the Editor. While 
reasonable care is taken on our behalf the DSV takes 
no responsibility for any errors or omissions in 
information in this newsletter. Readers are advised to 
get professional advice where required.  
 
Brayings is the official quarterly newsletter of the 
Donkey Society of Victoria Inc., ABN 82 148 300 307, 
Registration no. A0000117Z (www.donkey.org.au), a 
member of the Affiliated Donkey Societies of 
Australia. 

Brayings is printed by Larkin Printers Leongatha 

Editorial 
Well, we are into the final stretch of 2020, hopefully 
we will be able to catch up with family and friends 
over Christmas and 2021 will see the start of a return 
to normality. We hope you enjoy the little Christmas 
gift the Committee organised for our members in this 
edition. 
 
This article contains articles on some difficult topics 
like donkey ageing and death, this may make for a 
somewhat gloomy read, but as responsible owners it 
is important that we prepare for the tough times and 
hard decisions.  
 
Chase Day 
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DSV AGM Meets Technology 
 
Thanks to everyone who logged in via Zoom for the AGM. It wasn’t anywhere near as much fun as 
meeting face to face, but it was still great to see so many friendly faces and to chat about donkeys. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget that from January to June, half year memberships are 
available for NEW MEMBERS!! 

Also, when renewing, please don’t forget to fill in the Membership form on our website and send it in ����

  



Brayings                                                                                              November 2020 

4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Brayings                                                                                              November 2020 

5 
 

Assignations 
  

 
Due to Covid-19 restrictions, all DSV events have been cancelled for the 

foreseeable future. Apologies for any disappointment. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cognitive Distortions with Eeyore 
By Marisa Lee, from https://hyphenmagazine.com/blog/2011/06/cognitive-
distortions-eeyore 

This year has been hard on everyone, I 
thought that for those who are struggling with 
Covid-19 life and especially with isolation 
these insights about everyone’s favourite little 
donkey could come in handy – Ed 

Eeyore is commonly used by counsellors and 
psychologists to educate people about 
cognitive distortions. This sad little donkey 
sees the world through a distorted prism that 
reinforces his depression.  If you’ve had a bad 
day -- and especially if you have some form of 
clinical depression -- it becomes really easy to 
slip into an Eeyore-like attitude. To improve 
his mood, Eeyore could benefit from 
developing a skillset that will help him to 
identify when he is falling into distorted 
thinking and a self-defeating attitude. 
Learning cognitive restructuring might help 

him view situations from a more realistic 
perspective. 

 

Below are quotes from A.A. Milne and the 
Winnie the Pooh movies, followed by 
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examples about how cognitive restructuring 
might work for someone like Eeyore. The 
process involves identifying the distortion he 
is instinctively using to form a perspective 
about a situation. Eeyore could examine his 
negative thoughts to determine whether his 
thinking is faulty. He could then make an 
honest effort to think about the problem in a 
more positive and realistic way. 

Eeyore, the old grey Donkey, stood by the side 
of the stream and looked at himself in the 
water. “Pathetic,” he said. “That's what it is. 
Pathetic.” He turned and walked slowly down 
the stream for twenty yards, splashed across 
it, and walked slowly back on the other side. 
Then he looked at himself in the water again. 
“As I thought,” he said. “No better from this 
side." 

Here Eeyore exhibits several cognitive 
distortions as covered in the previous article. 
He uses Labelling to attach "pathetic" to his 
self-identity. 

One method of confronting this cognitive 
distortion could be to acknowledge a double 
standard. Eeyore isn't necessarily as harsh on 
others as he is on himself. Recognizing this 
"double-standard" might help him treat 
himself with more compassion. Would he 
bash one of his friends as "pathetic" the same 
way he bashes himself? 

Another way to defeat this self-harming label 
could be to survey other perspectives. His 
friends may have a different attitude towards 
him. He could also force himself to define the 
label of “pathetic” more clearly. Is he referring 
to pathetic behaviour or an intangible concept 
of a "pathetic person"?  

"Good morning, Pooh Bear," said Eeyore 
gloomily. "If it is a good morning," he said. 
"Which I doubt." 

Here Eeyore uses emotional reasoning to 
influence how he views his morning. He feels 

gloomy, so the idea that the morning might 
be 'good' is hard for him to grasp. This kind of 
negativity is a hallmark of negative 
distortions. In psychology, viewing things in 
black and white is a kind of all or nothing 
thinking called “splitting.” 

Fighting this cognitive distortion is all about 
challenging yourself to view life in shades of 
grey. Eeyore could acknowledge that things 
are never all wonderful or all terrible. To stop 
himself from viewing things in extremes (a 
morning is either "good" or "bad") he could 
try to rate things on things on a scale of 0 to 
100. A morning might not be a perfect 100, 
but he could still acknowledge both the good 
and bad that occurred that day. 

Christopher Robin: “There now. Did I get your 
tail back on properly, Eeyore?” Eeyore: “No 
matter. Most likely lose it again anyway.” 

Christopher Robin has reattached Eeyore's 
lost tail, but Eeyore discounts the positive by 
insisting that the return of his tail (and his 
friends' efforts to find it) don't count. (I’m 
sure his friends are thrilled by his dismissal of 
their efforts to help him.) 

 

Eeyore prophesizes that nothing good will 
last. Rather than jumping to the conclusion 
that he is destined to lose his tail again; 
Eeyore could examine the evidence instead of 
assuming his negative thoughts will 
automatically come true. 

Examining the evidence can also help ease 
anxiety. Mentally kick yourself for 
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prophesizing that you are going to fail that 
test. There is no way you can know for sure.  

” Nobody tells me," said Eeyore. "Nobody 
keeps me informed. I make it seventeen days 
come Friday since anybody spoke to me." "It 
certainly isn't seventeen days --" "Come 
Friday," explained Eeyore. "And today's 
Saturday," said Rabbit. "So that would make it 
eleven days. And I was here myself a week 
ago." 

Eeyore's mental filter, magnification means 
that he exaggerates the number of days it has 
been since anyone has spoken to him (even 
though he is speaking to someone at that very 
moment.) He uses all or nothing thinking 
absolutes like "nobody," "never," and 
"always" to overgeneralize that this occurs 
frequently. 

In this excerpt, Rabbit challenges Eeyore to 
examine the evidence to get him to 
acknowledge that people have been talking to 
him and that Eeyore has exaggerated. (If 
you’ve ever talked to a “seriously depressed 
person,” it’s a major a challenge to get them 
to acknowledge that their perceptions might 
be distorted. Therefore, therapists have jobs 
and play an important role in treating 
depression and other conditions.) 

"You must have left it somewhere," said 
Winnie the Pooh. "Somebody must have taken 
it," said Eeyore. "How Like Them," he added, 
after a long silence. 

Eeyore immediately jumps to conclusions that 
the worst possible situation has occurred. He 
typecasts and labels other people with very 
low expectations. As an alternative, Eeyore 
could substitute language that is less colourful 
and emotionally loaded. Instead of saying 
"Somebody must have taken it" he could say 
"Maybe someone took it." Instead of blaming 
himself or others for a problem, he could 
assess the situation. He could figure out what 
may have attributed to the problem and focus 

his energy on solving the problem. But 
because he’s a pessimist (and likely 
depressed) he would rather use the loss of his 
tail as evidence to reinforce his low 
expectations of other people. 

"I shouldn't be surprised if it hailed a good 
deal tomorrow," Eeyore was saying. "Blizzards 
and what-not. Being fine today doesn't mean 
anything." 

Here Eeyore again minimizes and discounts 
the positive -- a sunny today -- by focusing on 
a negative possibility that might not even 
happen. 

Eeyore could view the situation he is facing as 
an experiment to test the validity of his 
negative thought. He would then see that 
good weather is rarely immediately followed 
by hail. 

It is possible to train yourself to rely less on 
cognitive distortions. The first step is to 
become aware that you are using them. 
Recognizing cognitive distortions is an 
invaluable skill to develop -- doubly invaluable 
in your daily life if you experience a lot of 
stress and anxiety. 

If you or anyone you  know is suffering from 
depression or any other form of mental illness, 
be sure to seek medical help or call an 
organisation like BeyondBlue (1300 22 4636) 
or Lifeline (13 11 14). Stay Safe everyone! - Ed 
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The Plains Speaking 
Activities of Gippsland Asstrax Members. 

Compiled by Jennifer McNab, Tracey Brand, Heather McColl - photos by Peter and Jennifer McNab, 
Tracey Brand and Heather McColl. 

We are now in October and still not able to 
get together for an Asstrax outing with a full 
group. We are all keeping in our small circles. 
Although we can meet outdoors with up to 
ten of us, with the social distancing measures 
we cannot take any extras in our carts. This 
would exclude some of our group. 

From Tracey at Wombalyn Rise. 

It has been life pretty much as normal minus 
our Asstrax rides, working from home and 
social life. We did lose a valued member of 
the family to colic, Wombalyn Rise Whisky 
who has sired many foals. He was later gelded 
and enjoyed life with his four girls. The last 
picture I have of him, was taken when they 
were let out into the yard. He used to come to 
the front door to say hello or more likely 
asking for carrots! I miss him peering in the 
front door while I am working at my desk: 

 

 I will hopefully have a few foals due in the 
next 12 months, two (Wombalyn Rise Destiny 
and Wombalyn Rise Adele) are due at the end 
of October or start of November. I am hoping 
the Filly Fairy comes and gives us our first girl 
from Awapuni Dallas. Out of his six foals he 

has sired five boys and one girl (who was out 
of someone else’s mare!).   

Wombalyn Rise Adele 

Wombalyn Rise Destiny 

From Heather McColl: 

At Comet’s Place the wet, cold, muddy and 
COVID lockdown conditions prevented us 
from doing the usual harness driving activities 
with our friends. A few weeks ago, with 
temperatures rising Comet’s fluffy winter coat 
started to shed so we have been taking his rug 
off on the warmer days and brushing out tufts 
of hair for the local birds to line their nests: 
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Comet is a Pinto and we live in a place with 
sticky red clay soil, so he would turn into a 
dirty chestnut if we did not leave his rug on 
during the inclement months. I have also 
occupied my time with some isolation 
colouring: 

 

Since lockdown is easing, we have had some 
young family members visit. Comet loves their 
cuddles and is very tolerant of their 
“grooming” attempts.  

From Jenny at ‘Lownthwaite’: 

Life continues quietly here. Facebook 
Messenger has become the norm. We read to 
our grandchildren a couple of nights a week. 

Peter and I took Heatherbrae Jackston out for 
his first drive since February. We drove into 
Glengarry to post a parcel and do a pickup 
from the Chemist. He was his usual very well-
behaved self. He created a lot of excitement 
as we went past the playground. Several 
families of children came for a pat. He stood 
quietly with Peter at the reins, while I did a 
quick run into the shops: 

  

After that, we went for a short drive down the 
rail-trail towards Traralgon and return home. 
We thought 5 kilometres was enough for a 
first outing. He was eager to return home and 
happily trotted most of the last kilometre: 

 

We continue with our ‘battle of the bulge’ 
with all but one of our equines. Our elderly 
Haflinger, Nova is allowed whatever his teeth 
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can manage, although this year he has not 
had any supplementary feed. 

We send everyone our best wishes for good 
health and hope for a Happy Christmas and 
New Year with their loved ones. 

What we wish we could do (a few years ago): L-R 
Ann Berrett with Heather Bradbury, donkey is SS 
Miranda, Graham Berrett and neighbour, donkey 

Ardock Hamish, Peter McNab and Satin Park Njika. 
This is one of my favourite photos and I have it as 

my desktop. 

A couple of ‘donkey jokes’ to keep you 
smiling……. 

A man in a movie theatre notices what looks 
like a donkey sitting next to him. "Are you a 
donkey?" asked the man, surprised. "Yes." 
"What are you doing at the movies?" The 
donkey replied, "Well, I liked the book." 

A policeman in the big city stops a man in a 
car with a donkey in the front seat. "What are 
you doing with that donkey?" He exclaimed, 
"You should take it to the zoo." The following 
week, the same policeman sees the same man 
with the donkey again in the front seat, with 
both wearing sunglasses. The policeman pulls 
him over. "I thought you were going to take 
that donkey to the zoo!" The man replied, "I 
did. We had such a good time we are going to 
the beach this weekend!" 

Donkeys are Different: An Overview of 
Reproductive Variations from Horses  
Debra J. Hagstrom, M.S. Equine Extension Specialist, University of Illinois (www. 
http://livestocktrail.illinois.edu/)

In the world today it is believed there are 
approximately 44 million mules and donkeys. 
These two groups of equids are currently 
receiving a lot of attention as recreational 
animals in the United States. They very well 
may be the fastest growing part of the 
recreational equine industry. Mules in 
particular can be found doing everything from 
trail riding and packing, to dressage, racing, 
jumping and western pleasure. Donkeys, in 
many instances, are family pets and of course 
are a necessary ingredient in the production 
of mules. 

Though commonly called a donkey in North 
America, ass is the correct name for members 
of Equus Asinus. The name donkey comes 

from the old English word dunkey meaning an 
animal that is greyish brown in colour. A male 
donkey is referred to as a jack and a female 
donkey is called a jenny or jennet. Donkeys 
fall into three basic size ranges. Mammoth 
donkeys are those that at maturity stand 
more than 56 inches at the withers. Those 
donkeys that are less than 36 inches at the 
withers at maturity are referred to as 
miniatures. Standard donkeys fit in between 
the mammoths and minis. Some people divide 
this size group into small standards (36”-40”), 
standards (40”-48”), and large standards (48”-
56”). 

The domestic horse has 64 chromosomes 
while the domestic donkey has 62. The 
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resulting hybrid offspring of the mating of a 
horse to a donkey is an animal with 63 
chromosomes. When a female horse (mare) is 
mated to a male donkey (jack), a mule is the 
result. The reverse cross, a female ass (jennet) 
mated to a male horse (stallion) is called a 
hinny. Each of these hybrids come in both 
sexes but is considered to be sterile due to 
the incompatibility of the maternal and 
paternal chromosomes. Despite being 
infertile, the female mule (molly) and female 
hinny do cycle, although it is typically 
extremely variable and erratic. Similarly, 
though the male mule (john) and male hinny 
do not produce spermatozoa they do produce 
testosterone and thus will display stallion-like 
behaviour. 

There are of course similarities between 
donkeys and horses, being that they both 
belong to the same genus Equus. 
Nevertheless, there are some significant 
differences, particularly when discussing 
reproduction. The important differences in 
the male will be discussed first. Jacks typically 
have larger testicles and a larger penis than 
stallions. Though this seems like nothing more 
than an interesting tidbit, it is important to 
remember when castrating donkeys and 
mules. There are many references suggesting 
that donkeys and mules have a greater 
tendency to bleed after castration. It is 
believed that the larger testicles result in 
larger blood vessels supplying the testicles 
and thus a greater amount of tissue to 
remove during castration and a subsequent 
greater chance of blood lose. As a result, it is 
not recommended that a standing castration 
be performed on these animals. Additionally, 
some veterinarians prefer to use an 
emasculation tool that has a crushing action 
above and separate from the cutting surface 
to minimize the chance of bleeding. 
Furthermore, many donkeys have a thicker 
scrotum and consequently larger blood 

vessels in the scrotal tissue. So, for those 
veterinarians that cut off the bottom of the 
scrotum as part of the castration procedure, 
the risk of scrotal bleeding is increased as 
compared to horses. 

Many donkey breeders are frustratingly aware 
of one peculiarity of jacks, which is the added 
time needed for them to achieve erection and 
ejaculation compared to horses. Experienced 
jacks usually need five to thirty minutes to 
complete the breeding act, while most 
stallions complete the act in ten minutes or 
less. It can take an extremely long time for a 
jack to cover a female, even when dealing 
with older jacks and breeding them to 
jennets. Some jacks may take hours to cover a 
female or never complete the breeding act at 
all. 

Breeding a mare is not a natural, instinctual 
act for most jacks. Given their low libido, 
young inexperienced jacks and jacks that have 
not been raised with mares can be very 
challenging to use as breeding animals. Of 
course, there are always exceptions, but 
generally a jack that has not been raised 
around horses will not be interested in 
breeding mares. Though no specific research 
has been done to investigate this problem, 
there is much anecdotal evidence. It is 
commonly known among donkey and mule 
breeders, that if a jack is raised with donkeys, 
mules and horses he will not naturally want to 
breed mares. However, if a jack is brought up 
in a “horse” environment by being separated 
from donkeys and mules at weaning and 
raised with horses he will have a much 
stronger affinity for mares. It has also been 
observed that in situations where more than 
one jack is on a farm, once one breeds a mare, 
the other jack(s) will often follow suit in a 
rather short period of time. Because a jack’s 
interest in mares has to be cultivated so 
carefully, it is very rare to find a jack that will 
readily cover both mares and jennets. 



Brayings                                                                                              November 2020 

12 
 

Therefore, it is recommended that separate 
jacks be used to breed mares and jennets. If 
you are interested in breeding a jack to both 
species, you should consider artificial 
insemination. As with stallions, jacks can be 
trained rather quickly to collect with the use 
of an artificial vagina. Donkey semen can be 
handled like that of the stallion, using the 
same extender and storage techniques. 
Donkey semen can also be frozen for use 
later. 

Reebok serving Elinor (Faye Brown) 

There are both anatomical and cyclical 
differences seen in jennets compared to 
mares. For the horse, the average length of 
gestation is 335-345 days while in donkeys it 
is 360-375 days or more. Normal donkey foals 
have reportedly been born at 10 ½ months up 
to 14 months of gestation. The oestrous cycle 
of jennets ranges from 23-30 days, whereas 
the mare has a slightly shorter cycle of 21-25 
days. Additionally, jennets usually have a heat 
period that averages six to nine days. This can 
be substantially longer than what is seen in 
mares, as their heat may be as short as three 
days or last up to eight days. Ovulation in 
jennets occurs five to six days after the onset 
of oestrus, whereas mares ovulate 12-24 
hours before the end of oestrus. Additionally, 
foal heat begins five to 13 days postpartum 
while mares do not typically begin foal heat 
until at least seven days after foaling. Jennets 
have stronger maternal instincts than mares 

and are exceedingly protective of their foals 
especially within the first few weeks of birth. 
Consequently, they are likely to be too upset 
by the presence of a jack to stand for breeding 
during foal heat in a live-cover breeding 
program. On the second or third heat after 
foaling, however, they are typically more 
relaxed, showing less concern for their foal 
and more interest in the jack. 

Donkeys tend to be more fertile than horses, 
having an average conception rate of 78% 
while mares average 65%. Furthermore, 
multiple ovulations are much more common 
in donkeys than horses. As a result, twinning 
occurs more frequently, especially in 
mammoth and standard donkeys. Researchers 
have found the incidents of twins to be as 
high as 40% as diagnosed via ultrasound at 
day 21 of pregnancy in small herds of jennets. 
Management of twin pregnancies in donkeys 
is like that of mares in that reduction to one 
embryo is attempted. If a veterinarian’s 
attempt to manually crush one embryo is 
unsuccessful often the entire pregnancy will 
then be aborted. Just as mares have 
complications with carrying twin pregnancies 
to term, donkeys also experience like 
problems with twins. 

Jennets have a longer cervix than mares, 
however, it is smaller in diameter. This, along 
with the fact that the donkey cervix protrudes 
into the vagina farther than in horses, may 
make artificial insemination more difficult 
than in mares. Jennets also have a high 
incidence of cervical adhesions, which is 
believed to be part of the reason donkeys 
have a more difficult time giving birth than 
mares. Foaling managers should remember 
that dystocia is more probable with jennets 
and they should be prepared to assist in a 
difficult birth to help ensure the delivery of a 
live foal. 
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Adam’s Acres Daisy giving birth to Donkey Tales 
Nizhoni (Marianne Pink) 

Deedee giving Birth to Trouble (Michelle 
Thomson) 

Grawood Magic Midnight and her son BraeVale 
Napoleon Claude (Gina Geddings) 

Cyders Red Violet giving birth to Ecclestone Valley 
Red Rock, showing the bag not yet broken (Judy 

Finney) 

Jennets are less likely to need a Caslicks 
procedure to prevent wind sucking and 
contamination of their vagina with feces. 
Anatomically, a jennet’s pelvis is more sloped 
downward from front to back. This leads to 
the vulva being tipped at a more desirable 
angle so that the bottom of the vulva is more 
cranial in orientation than the top of the 
vulva. This slope also makes them less likely to 
have trouble with pooling urine in their 
vagina. However, it seems to make rectal 
palpation more challenging than in mares. 
Additionally, donkeys tend to have stronger 
rectal contractions. These factors seem to 
make it more difficult to detect early 
pregnancies by palpation. 

Heat detection is normally not difficult with 
jennets as they usually make it obvious when 
they are ready to be bred. It is common for 
just the sound of a jack braying in the distance 
to prompt them to display signs of oestrus. 
Jennets share some of the typical signs of 
oestrus with mares including frequent 
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urination and assuming the breeding stance 
with their hind legs spread apart. They will 
also lay their ears back and display the 
characteristic submissive chewing motion 
with their mouth. Jennets are also more vocal 
than mares during their heat period. They will 
even exhibit these signs of oestrus in the 
presences of other jennets, especially if 
another female is in heat as well. Additionally, 
jennets often ride each other during oestrus 
like cows, which is rarely seen among mares. 

Elinore reacting to Reebok (Faye Brown) 

Although this article’s focus has been the 
reproductive habits of donkeys, there is an 
important side note that must be mentioned 
for people interested in producing mules. It is 
quite common for mares to find it incredibly 
upsetting to be approached by a braying jack. 
Breeders often tell stories about mares not 
wanting to stand for mounting by a jack even 
though they are showing extremely strong 
heat. It is not natural for a mare to allow a 
jack to breed her. In her attempts to 
successfully dissuade a jack from mounting, a 
mare could seriously injure the jack. 
Therefore, it is advised that restraints be used 
on the mare to protect the jack, the handler(s) 
and the mare. Restraints may include 
twitches, breeding hobbles, a breeding chute, 
chemical restraints, or any combination 
thereof to facilitate the natural cover of a 
mare by a jack in a safe manner. 

Breeding donkeys, either to perpetuate the 
species or to create mules can be an 
interesting and exciting endeavour. In some 
areas of the country it has even proven to be 
quite lucrative. However, to be safe and 
successful it is important to become educated 
about the reproductive idiosyncrasies of 
donkeys, in addition to the challenges of 
breeding donkeys to horses. 

 

Ecclestone Valley Red Rock still all scrunched up, and 
unscrunched with his mother Cyder’s Red Violet (Judy 

Finney)
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Life Member – Clare Davis OAM  
Information collected by Pam Newton 

 
Clare with Sinbad, a foal bought from the market 

and hand reared 
 

After being brought up as a city girl, marriage 
took me to the country onto five acres which 
was an invitation to have all the animals I had 
ever dreamed of.  A donkey was first on the 
list.  Unfortunately, donkeys were hard to get 
in the 1970’s.  Long waiting lists with breeders 
or take a chance and buy a wild one at the 
market. I bought a wild jenny who sadly did 
not live long as she had a brain tumour.  Then 
out of the blue a call came from Norah 
Russell, a breeder from Bush Echoes Donkey 
Stud, asking if I would like to buy a little 
orphan jenny.  Of course, I did and what an 
experience it was.  I felt very qualified being a 
midwife and children’s nurse specialising in 
premature babies! 

As Bella grew, I realised another donkey was 
needed.  While looking for one I met other 
people in the same situation.  Like me they 
were concerned with the cruel treatment of 
donkeys at the hands of the horse dealers at 
the markets and before they got there. These 

wild donkeys had been herded up in the 
Western, Northern and Central Australian 
outback, crammed into trucks and driven to 
the Eastern States without resting and sold as 
pets or pet food, if they were still alive.  It was 
horrific and heart breaking; images that have 
stayed with me all these years.  Something 
had to be done. 

On May 30, 1972, the Australian and New 
Zealand Donkey Breed Society was formed.  It 
was a great day for donkeys of Australia.  I 
was at that first meeting.  A meeting where 
people were very enthusiastic about all the 
aspects of donkey ownership and welfare that 
was discussed.  So began a lifetime of donkey 
commitment for me. I was on the committee 
for many, many years mostly as Welfare 
Officer, but even had a go as the Brayings 
Editor in the days of using the Gestetner 
machine.  They were basic newsletters back 
then but got the message out there. The 
meetings in those times were held in people’s 
homes.  There were so many decisions to 
make regarding membership, education, 
showing, fun days but mostly welfare.  These 
meetings were at times emotional, volatile, 
awfully long, but productive.  Over those first 
few years much lobbying, petition signing, 
delegations to government representatives 
and dreadful confrontations were made at 
horse markets.  All to try to bring about 
change to the appalling treatment of donkeys. 

Then in 1978, with the help of the RSPCA we 
finally managed to have passed through 
Parliament that animals could not be 
transported as far away as Western and 
Northern Australia in trucks. So, the issuing of 
permits was banned.  Also, when trucking 
animals anywhere they had to be off-loaded 
every 24 hours to be fed and watered. 
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In 1973 the committee decided that donkey 
classes at shows would be a great way to 
promote the attributes of our animals and 
show the public just what we could do with 
donkeys.  We had a battle with the horse 
exhibitors at first because the donkeys 
frightened the horses.  They got used to them 
and some horse owners bought donkeys to 
calm their horses.  Even Bart Cummings had a 
donkey to take in the truck with his yearlings 
to quieten them down. 

By this stage I had bought more donkeys 
mostly wild welfare ones and even a beautiful 
jack, so my stud ‘Kimberley Downs’ evolved.  
At one stage I had 30 donkeys.  I bred some 
beautiful foals and very successfully showed 
my donkeys, my daughters rode and had fun 
with them.   

With such beautiful trusting and loving 
natures donkeys are suitable for so many 
activities.  I became involved with riding for 
the disabled.  Yooralla gave me the 
opportunity to work with disabled children 
who loved the donkeys and we raised money 
for them with a donkey being their mascot 
during the telethon. I gave many talks at 
schools, took donkeys on to live TV shows to 
promote their education and welfare.  I have 
trained donkeys to do various things for 
movies and Christmas and Easter plays, also 
judged donkey classes at many shows and 
been involved in society activities for many 
reasons. 

My most favourite thing to do with my 
donkeys was to walk into the middle of the 
paddock and sit down with the donkeys all 
around.  They nuzzle you and just hang 
around with their magic aura of peace and 
companionship.  They are such soft and 
sensitive creatures that smell special. 

As I get older there have been the inevitable 
changes.  My original donkeys are all gone 
now, my girls are grown up and we moved 

house, but I still have two donkeys who live 
with my daughter, so they get the best care 
possible and I see them most days. My life has 
always been full of working in welfare, 
whether it be donkey, companion animals, 
wildlife, or children.  At 77, I feel at the point 
of life when time is spent reminiscing; this can 
cause sadness, feelings of failure and regret, a 
sense of achievement and much joy.  But 
mostly a time to be grateful and proud of 
what I have fitted into those years. 

I am not down and out yet as I enjoy being 
with and helping my nine grandchildren.  I still 
rear a few wombats and give a home to one 
or two old dogs that need love and care.  But 
best of all is having my little boy Joshua.  
Having cared for him from birth followed by 
five years of fostering we have now adopted 
Joshua, which means we can protect him for 
the rest of his life.  

I miss having my donkeys right outside my 
window, but still enjoy seeing them and 
smiling when I hear their bray – there is no 
sound quite like it. I wish the Donkey Society 
of Victoria many, many more years ahead as 
the centre point for all welfare, education, 
and friendships.  I will certainly still be reading 
Brayings and Donkey Digest, hopefully 
attending the AGM and shows and catching 
up with my ‘old’ donkey friends.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clare and Joshua with Nellie and Jirra, the two 
donkeys now living with Clare’s daughter.
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Assabouts 
Words and photos by Fiona Mottram 
 
Due to Covid-19 restrictions and advice 
received from the DSV Committee, we 
decided to have unofficial or 'Claytons’ 
Assabouts events. These are of course held 
outdoors and with no more than 5 of us 
attending. 

The first of these was held on 1 August at 
Darlimurla, which is located approximately 
halfway between Boolarra and Mirboo North 
on the Grand Ridge Rail Trail. Attendees were 
Rosemarie O'Shannon, Lorraine McCluskey 
walking her dog Hector, Nina Sampson 
walking her mule Yurrah Possum, Berry 
Johnson leading my youngster Keysoe 
Mathoura aka Marlo, and me riding Keysoe 
Tambo: 

 

We were extremely lucky with the weather.  

Darlimurla afternoon tea - Nina Sampson wore her 
donkey t-shirt - bought at railway station in Japan 

It was cool but fine for the first time in a 
while. Consequently, we met numerous other 
trail users enjoying the outdoors as we 
travelled to Mirboo North and back. 
Altogether we covered approximately 12km. 
(Glad I was not walking!) I have found that the 
Runkeeper App is beaut for recording 
distance, time and route travelled. (It uses 
Google maps). It is also easy to use. 

For a chunk of the journey uphill, everyone 
except Lorraine followed narrow, muddy 
bridle paths that are roughly parallel to the 
trail. There was much hilarity when anyone 
put a foot down into a muddy puddle or let go 
of a lead rope because their animal had gone 
the other side of a tree trunk. Occasionally we 
could see Lorraine on the rail trail, and we 
hallooed enthusiastically to her. While the rail 
trail keeps straight at a steady grade, the 
bridle paths twist, turn, plunge into gullies, 
wind around trees, and clamber up slopes. It 
was great fun though we got a tad mislaid and 
had trouble finding a practical path back onto 
the trail. At one point we met three young 
men who had decided to camp in the bush 
with their hard-revving motorbikes. 
Eventually we were reunited with Lorraine 
and gratefully followed the trail back to the 
old Darlimurla Station site for afternoon tea. 
The picnic facilities are relatively new there as 
the original infrastructure was burnt in the 
Black Saturday bushfires. We practised all 
three equines up and down the flight of stairs 
that link the rail trail to the picnic area. It was 
not long before they were all happily 
negotiating the steps both uphill and 
downhill. 
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Fiona Mottram leading Keysoe Tambo up flight of 
steps - Old Darlimurla Station 

On 30 August Berry and I headed to Boolarra 
with Keysoe Shane aka Snowy sporting the 
pack saddle and (almost empty) pack bags for 
the first time. Tambo was under saddle.  

Berry Johnson at Boolarra - Keysoe Shane first time 
practising packs - Photo by Fiona Mottram 

Sadly, Rosemary Ferretto and her mule 
Sparrowhawk were unable to join us as 
expected. Snowy acted like he had regularly 
worn the pack saddle and was unfazed about 
the girths and breeching, which was very 
pleasing. On the 24th September, Lynda Hall, 
Berry and I used Snowy as our valuable pack 
donkey carrying seedlings in tubes, tree 
guards, bamboo stakes, mallets, planter tools 
and spare layers of waterproof and warm 
clothing, along the Great Southern Rail Trail at 
Foster. We were planting to extend the koala 
corridor.  

A Kind passer by took photo - Berry Johnson left 
with Keysoe Shane - Fiona Mottram with Keysoe 

Tambo 

Koalas are regular inhabitants of the 
vegetation along the rail trail but there are 
bare stretches. On that day, we walked five 
kilometres return. It was brilliant having 
Snowy with us as the gear would have been 
way to0 heavy and awkward for us to carry. 
Snowy has become an eco-warrior donkey! 
(Regretfully he blotted his virtuous image this 
evening when he harried a noticeably young 
wombat across the paddock, striking out 
threateningly with his front hoof when it 
unwisely stopped to nibble some grass).  

Eco-warrior Keysoe Shane had to stand still while 
Fiona Mottram set out plants 

We have not held Assabouts in any form 
during October. The weather has been 
regularly unpredictable, cold, and often wet 
here. However better times are coming soon! 
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Berry Johnson takes a rest with Keysoe Shane while Lynda Hall continues to plant koala food trees at Foster. 

Special Care Recommendations for older 
donkeys 
 

By Zee Grifler, Executive Editor of Open Sanctuary Project (www.opensanctuary.org) 
Photo credits in brackets (thanks for so many gorgeous photos of oldies – Editor) 
 
 
Donkeys can live very long lives, with some 
domestically kept donkeys reportedly living 
into their late forties or even older! Due to 
the relatively larger size of their bodies and 
possible lingering health challenges in 
donkeys rescued from abusive situations, 
there are a number of areas where a 
sanctuary may have to make changes to help 
their older donkey friends thrive at their 
forever home. 
 
Defining 'Elderly' 
It’s difficult to define when a donkey should 
be considered a senior, as they tend to age at 
very individual rates, though any donkey older 
than 20 years old should be given a close look 
to see if they need any care adjustments. 
Generally, if they don’t seem to be thriving on 
the diet that they used to be fine eating, you 
can consider the donkey to be more of an 
elderly friend. 
 

 
Keysoe Matchem 26 years old (Ruth Walker) 

 
As a donkey ages, they may face more health 
challenges, so it’s especially important to be 
vigilant in monitoring their health through 
regular health and dental check-ups, faecal 
examinations, and weigh-ins (or body 
condition assessments, if weighing is not 
possible) to effectively treat issues early on. 

http://www.opensanctuary.org/
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Infections, parasites, and common ailments 
can be much harder to treat in senior 
donkeys, so it’s critical to be as proactive as 
you can be with their health! These challenges 
are compounded by the stoic, non-vocal 
personalities of many donkeys that will avoid 
alerting you that they are suffering from 
aches and pains. 
 
Food Recommendations  
It is important to monitor an older donkey’s 
weight as they age to ensure that they aren’t 
under-eating. Older donkeys can often lose, 
break, or wear down some or many of their 
permanent teeth through the course of their 
long lives. As a result of this, they may have a 
harder time chewing comfortably and 
absorbing a healthy mix of nutrients from 
standard food. Tall or tough pasture grass and 
hay might be especially difficult for an older 
donkey with worn teeth to eat. If you are 
concerned about a donkey’s food intake, have 
a veterinarian evaluate them, especially 
checking their oral health once a year (or 
twice a year if they have had teeth trouble in 
the past). Bad-smelling breath can be an 
especially strong indicator that something 
needs to be addressed! 
 

 
Lily 28-40 years old (Tracey Brand) 

 
If necessary, and suggested by a veterinarian, 
you can adjust their food with something 
softer or supplemented with additional 

nutrients, or you can make your own special 
food by mashing soaked hay, or beet pulps, or 
soaking complete food before serving to give 
them an easier time absorbing the nutrients.  
 
You may also want to consider having 
problematic teeth removed or filed down by a 
veterinarian if they seem to have a lot of 
discomfort chewing. 
 

 
Roma 26 years old (Joy Hollingworth) 

 
Too Little Weight 
If a donkey is losing weight and their teeth 
don’t seem to be causing them problems, it 
can just be a natural decline in their digestive 
system’s effectiveness. If an older donkey is 
not doing well on the same amount of food as 
they used to eat, it’s important to not just 
give them more of the same hay, which can 
lead to insulin resistance and dangerous 
health consequences like Cushing’s Disease. 
Rather, you should feed them food that is 
higher in protein and well-supplemented. 
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If it seems like an older donkey is not thriving 
in general, it could also be a vitamin or 
mineral imbalance rather than strictly a 
caloric issue. In addition to ensuring that the 
whole herd has ample access to appropriate 
minerals, you can supplement an older 
donkey friends’ vitamins and minerals. It also 
can sometimes be helpful for older donkeys to 
get more fat in their diet, as well as an omega-
3 source like flax or algae. Probiotics can help 
a senior donkey maintain healthy digestion. 
Always discuss potential food and supplement 
adjustments with your veterinarian prior to 
adding them to a donkey’s diet. 
 

 
Betty 28 years old (Char James) 

 
Too Much Weight 
While under-eating and low weight can be a 
challenge in older donkeys, it’s also important 
to ensure that donkeys do not become 
overweight, which can occur if donkeys 
continue to eat at the same pace as when 
they were younger but with reduced mobility. 
If necessary, you may have to regulate an 
older donkey’s food if they are gaining too 
much weight, as overeating and obesity can 
lead to a number of health challenges and 
should not be ignored. Laminitis and Cushing’s 
Disease are both high risks in elderly donkeys, 

and both can be caused and exacerbated by 
too much food. 
 

 
Coco 26 years old and Amigo 27 years old (Karli 

Chase) 
 
Eye Care  
Donkeys can be prone to vision loss and 
blindness as they get older. You should keep 
track of the general condition and colouring of 
their eyes. If they change colour or become 
cloudy, they might be suffering from vision 
loss. If a donkey in your care is going or has 
gone blind, they can still maintain a high 
quality of life and comfort, if they are given an 
easy-to-navigate environment and 
consistency. Some eye issues are a result of 
injury or illness and can be reversible with 
treatment, so always talk to your vet if you 
suspect something going on with their eyes! 
 

 
Berrabri Sam 41 years old (Ann Berrett) 
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Indoor Living Space Recommendations  
It’s especially important to monitor older 
donkeys’ living spaces to make sure they offer 
enough traction. Be on the lookout for places 
where they could trip, as a fall could be 
devastating to an older resident. Older 
donkeys may need to have special bedding in 
order to make it easier for them to sleep and 
relax in their sleeping areas, especially to 
prevent pressure sores in donkeys who lay 
down more often than they used to or are 
bonier than they used to be. Some older 
donkeys might also benefit from a barn-safe 
heating source in colder seasons as well as 
slightly warmed up water to encourage 
hydration. You should use shorter fibered 
straw or wood shavings for older donkeys 
who drag their legs and get stuck in longer 
straw. If this is not feasible in the donkey’s 
living space, you can also give them a 
regularly cleaned, (naturally sourced only) 
sand-covered pen to sleep on rather than 
straw. If using sand, care should be taken to 
prevent residents from ingesting sand. Hay 
should be placed up off the ground, and 
ideally food should be placed in non-sandy 
areas of the living space. Regardless of the 
specifics of the indoor space, always make 
sure that their food and water sources are 
close by! 
 
Outdoor Living Space Recommendations  
If an older donkey is having a harder time 
thriving on your pasture due to decreased 
mobility, it might be time to give them (and 
their closest companion) their own smaller-
sized and flat pasture to graze on. A smaller 
pasture with close access to food, minerals, 
and water, can give them the opportunity to 
get around easier and not have to compete 
with younger donkeys for resources like food 
and water. If you do provide the older donkey 
with their own pasture, make sure they still 
have access to some type of shelter in case it 
is necessary for your location’s climate. Older 

donkeys still need plenty of space to roam 
throughout the day, so if you do decide to 
give them their own space, make sure they 
can still stretch their legs if they feel the need! 
 

 
Cherish 25 years old (Faye Brown) 

 
If you do give an older donkey a more gentle 
place to live, be sure to continue to provide 
them with a diverse set of enrichment 
opportunities and social time, as they can get 
easily bored and depressed if they have little 
to do. 

 
Heatherbrae Jackston 25 years old (Jennifer 

McNab) 
 
Summer Considerations 
Due to their age, donkeys in the summertime 
might require extra care to help shed their 
wintertime coats to prevent them from 
overheating if they are not shedding as 
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quickly as they used to. In addition, due to 
their slower speed, you may need to provide 
more protection from flies in the hot season! 
 

 
Jacko mid-20s (Joy Hollingworth) 

 
Winter Considerations 
Donkeys tolerate cold weather much worse 
than horses, and older donkeys are even more 
sensitive to weather shifts. You may want to 
provide a blanket that stays securely on older 
donkey residents (ensure it does not cause 
painful rubbing or accidentally cause urine 
accumulation near their bodies), as well as a 
cap to keep their ears warm. Take care to 
change blankets as soon as they become wet, 
and never put a damp blanket on a donkey. 
When changing blankets, be sure to brush out 
their coat and check their skin for any 
irritation (especially from the straps) before 
replacing. If the weather allows, it can be a 
good idea to give the donkey an hour or so to 
be blanket-free before putting a new blanket 
on, but this should be based on the 
individual’s overall health and comfort. You 
must be especially vigilant about keeping any 
elderly donkey outdoor living space ice-free in 
the snowy seasons, as a slip or fall could be 
especially devastating to their bodies. 
 
Social Recommendations 
Donkeys tend to form strong bonds with 
fellow donkeys if given the opportunity, 
especially bonding in pairs. It can be 
damaging, or even fatal to separate them 
from their close companions, so you must find 

a way to accommodate their social needs! If 
you decide that it is best to give an older 
donkey their own special indoor or outdoor 
space, make sure to house them with their 
friends! If their close friend is much younger 
and competing for food, you should find a 
way to keep them together while still 
accommodating both of their nutritional 
needs, perhaps by offering separate feeding 
areas. 
 

 
Satin Park Nijka 24 years old (Jennifer McNab) 

 
Managing Arthritis 
Below, we offer some anecdotal solutions 
suggested by sanctuaries for assistance in 
managing arthritis in donkeys. However, ANY 
time you wish to explore arthritis 
management options in donkeys, you MUST 
have a conversation with your veterinarian! 
Arthritis can be a complex issue, and 
individual donkey health may complicate any 
one treatment, or certain treatments could 
cause significant health complications! 
 
Arthritis is one of the most common health 
concerns in older animals, especially donkeys 
due to their frequent wandering. A donkey 
might develop arthritis in any of their hooves, 
legs, or joints. Untreated, this could 
eventually manifest as debilitating chronic 
pain or could contribute to the development 
of laminitis. You might have to treat the older 
donkey with donkey joint supplements, 
glucosamine, and regular anti-inflammatory 
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treatments or donkey approved NSAID pain 
relievers such as Phenylbutazone or 
Meloxicam. For a more long-term solution for 
arthritis, you can administer a 
Chondroprotective agent such as Adequan to 
help repair joint cartilage and soothe 
inflammation. Sanctuaries have also seen 
some success treating arthritis pains with 
more natural remedies, in conjunction with 
medication. These include Botswella (also 
known as Indian Frankincense) to successfully 
lower inflammation, as well as Turmeric and 
anecdotally, CBD oil. Make extra sure that 
their environment is as arthritis friendly as can 
be, minimizing steep grades or long walks to 
food or water if you can!  
 
If a donkey is suffering from advanced 
arthritis, they may have a harder time 
reaching their food and water comfortably, so 
you may need to adjust the height of their 
food and water containers to make it easier 
on them. 
 

 
Wendanjo Serena 17 years old, Wendanjo Matilda 

27 years old, and Wendanjo Cindy 25 years old 
(Pat Streefkeerk) 

 
Hoof Care 
Donkey hooves can become more challenging 
to manage as they get older, due to less 
effective nutrient absorption and changes in 
exercise patterns. Make sure that you are 
vigilant in monitoring a senior donkey’s 
hooves and maintaining a high standard of 
hoof care as to not exacerbate any arthritis or 
reluctance to move! You may want to keep 
their feet closer to the ground when picking 
debris out of their hooves to prevent 
discomfort if they are afflicted by joint pain.  
 

Euthanasia and Dealing with Death 
From the Donkey Sanctuary 

Making the decision to euthanize your 
donkey is extremely hard. It can lead to 
feelings of guilt alongside the normal 

mourning process. However, there are 
certain things that you need to consider 
before euthanasia and after the death of a 
donkey. It is better to plan for these than to 
wait until the time comes, when you may be 
too stressed and emotional to deal with the 
practicalities. 
 
What is euthanasia? 
Euthanasia (also known as ‘putting an animal 
to sleep’) is an important final act in the care 
of your donkey. It is always a sad decision, 
but it is a decision you need to make when 
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your donkey’s quality of life deteriorates, or 
if your donkey no longer has a ‘good life’. 
 
How is quality of life assessed? 
Donkeys are very stoic in nature, which 
means they are good at hiding their pain. As 
donkeys age, painful conditions like arthritis, 
dental disease, foot problems and breathing 
problems become more common. These 
conditions can easily go unnoticed and a 
donkey’s quality of life may deteriorate 
gradually. For this reason, you should 
monitor your donkey carefully and regularly 
for any subtle changes in behaviour. 
 
Is your donkey: 
• Moving around freely and comfortably, 

particularly when turned out? 
• Able to lie down and get up without help 

or difficulty? 
• Able to roll without difficulty? 
• Eating and chewing comfortably? 
• Breathing comfortably? 
• Maintaining a healthy weight? 
• Displaying normal behaviour? 
• Generally healthy? 
• Bullied by other animals in the herd? 
• Suffering from conditions that affect its 

physical or mental wellbeing? 
• On any long-term medication? 
• ‘Happy’? 
 
You can record answers to these questions in 
The Donkey Sanctuary quality of life 
assessment pack. The pack helps you check 
for changes or trends. Your vet can perform 
an annual geriatric health check. This is a 
good time to discuss any medical issues and 
how your vet thinks they are affecting your 
donkey’s quality of life. 
 
Planning ahead 
You should plan for euthanasia sooner rather 
than later, while your donkey is still healthy. 

It is better to deal with the practical aspects 
of euthanasia in advance, rather than 
tackling them at such a difficult time. Discuss 
the options with family members to make 
sure you all agree when the time comes. 
 
How will it be done? 
Speak to your vet about methods of 
euthanasia and decide on a preferred option. 
Donkeys are usually put to sleep by injection 
of an anaesthetic-type drug into the vein. An 
alternative method is by firearm, using a 
captive-bolt gun or free-bullet. However, 
firearms require specific licencing so are less 
readily available. Whether you choose 
euthanasia by injection or by firearm, both 
methods are equally humane and effective. 
 
Location 
Consider the best place for euthanasia. The 
chosen area should be safe and familiar to 
your donkey to reduce any stress, and 
preferably with soft ground. Think about how 
easy it will be to remove the body, especially 
from areas that are small or difficult to 
access, such as stables. 
 
Staying with your donkey 
You may find it upsetting to stay with your 
donkey during the procedure. It is okay if you 
do not want to witness your donkey being 
put to sleep. If this is the case, your vet may 
be able to bring an assistant with them, or 
you may have a friend with donkey 
experience who can assist the vet. Ask them 
whether they would be happy to do this for 
you. If your donkey gets distressed in the 
presence of strangers or vets, an oral 
sedative given before euthanasia can help. A 
vet must prescribe the sedative, so speak 
with them beforehand. 
 
Burial or cremation 
You can bury your pet donkey at home but 
there are certain restrictions to consider, 
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such as not burying near a water course. 
Check any local rules regarding animal burials 
in advance to avoid problems and time 
delays later. It is important to consider the 
practicalities of creating a grave. Cremation is 
another option, although it can be costly. 
Your vet will be able to offer you information 
on local services, including collection of the 
body. 
 
How can you help a bereaved donkey? 
Donkeys form strong bonds with their 
companions. For companions to come to 
terms with the death of a friend, they must 
be allowed to stay with the body until they 
have lost interest. The process of acceptance 
could take some time, possibly even a whole 
night. Allow at least an hour before removing 
the body. 
 
Without this opportunity to come to terms 
with the death, donkeys can experience 
significant distress and anxiety. They may 
wander, pace, and bray, as they look for their 
missing companion. Alternatively, they may 
become quiet. It is important to know what is 
normal for your donkey so you can monitor 
changes in behaviour if its companion dies. 
 
The stress of bereavement can cause the 
surviving donkey to stop eating. This can lead 
to hyperlipaemia, a condition that can be 

fatal. Closely monitor your bereaved donkey 
for several weeks as it may take up to three 
weeks for hyperlipaemia to develop. It is 
important to call your vet if you are 
concerned. Be aware of your donkey’s 
favourite treats so that in difficult times you 
know the best food to use to test its 
appetite. 
 
If your donkey is alone following the death or 
euthanasia of its friend, you should find a 
new donkey friend as soon as you can. 
Always introduce new companions gradually 
to avoid fighting and reduce stress. When 
looking for a new donkey companion think 
about your donkey’s requirements. Elderly 
donkeys sometimes do not cope well with 
new additional donkeys. Consider your own 
circumstances. Can you afford the costs of 
another donkey?  
 
Dealing with your loss 
Do not underestimate the grieving process. It 
is not easy to cope with the death of a 
donkey. For many people it is like losing a 
very dear friend. There is no need to feel 
embarrassed about mourning the loss of your 
friend. Feelings of deep grief are completely 
normal. You may find it helpful to talk to 
family or friends who understand the size of 
your loss.  

Pat’s Corner  
Advice from Life Member, Harness Driver and former Rider and Breeder Pat Streefkerk.  
 

Have you made plans for your donkeys? There are 
two things that can happen, sometimes our 
donkeys can outlive us, and our families are not 
able to take over their care. So it is wise to have 
made a decision about who will arrange new 
homes for them in this case, and perhaps leave a 

sum of money to take care of any expenses, and 
information about particular needs they may have. 

The other decision, which can be a very hard one, 
is when they are reaching the end of their life, or 
have serious health issues that mean you need to 
decide whether or not they can go on to have a 
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good quality of life. I have faced this decision 
several times over the many years that I have 
owned and bred donkeys. It is never easy. An 
immediate serious problem like a broken leg or 
other traumatic injuries or illness, can mean an 
immediate decision has to be faced to end their 
suffering, but you mostly know you have no choice 
then. Even worse is a more gradual threat to their 
quality of life and comfort, where you must decide 
when to make the decision for the good of your 
beloved donkey, perhaps due to increasing debility 
with age. But remember, it is you who is suffering 
over the decision, not them, and it is not kind to 
leave them in pain or increasing inability to have a 
comfortable life. The kindest thing you can do is to 
give them a quick and stress-free end to this. I 
have personally had to make this decision in 
various circumstances. My beloved Sarah, at about 
30 years old, had increasing problems with 
eyesight, her legs kept swelling and she was 
suffering increasing mental confusion, but I am so 
glad we made the decision to euthanize her before 
she was really suffering and winter was coming to 
make it worse. I can remember the wonderful 
times we had riding and driving her, taking her to 
shows etc and not a long drawn out suffering at 
the end. Another jenny we had to try and breed to 
our big jack, had such bad arthritis that she could 
not stay on her feet and spent most of the day 
sitting down. Our vet was highly relieved when we 
made the decision about her, he felt her quality of 
life was not good at all.   And our lovely mammoth 

imported jack, Major, had a sudden bout of 
agonising colic that had no chance of recovery. 

The last decision is whether to have the vet give 
them an injection, which means you either need to 
have the means to bury the body, or if you then 
ask the knackery to take them away it is very 
expensive because of the drugs in their system 
which makes disposal a problem. Or have the 
knackery come and humanely put them down on 
the property, which means it is instant and the 
body is taken away. This is much cheaper and I 
consider no less humane to our loved donkeys , 
who are in their familiar surroundings and then 
know no more, and you do not have the trauma of 
the body to dispose of. 

So, I know how hard and heartbreaking this can be, 
but if we love our animals, we must be prepared to 
put their suffering and quality of life above our 
desire to keep them with us. 

Image by JackLou DL from Pixabay

Welcome to new and returning Members 
• Lynda Taylor • Meaghan Cavanagh 

Committee Business 
• Updating the website 
• Setting up PayPal 
• Planning Zoom Seminars 

• Working on new merchandise and 
fundraising options

Please check out our website for some limited-edition Christmas goodies!  
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