
The Donkey Society of Victoria (DSV) was 
formed in 1972 by a small group of donkey 
enthusiasts. The DSV is a member of 'The 
Affiliated Donkey Societies of Australia'.  
 

On a national scale, records of each registered 
donkey and hybrid are maintained in a 
Studbook.  The DSV also assist with breeding 
advice, education, research, showing, and 
welfare.  
 

Donkeys and donkey hybrids are excellent 
companion animals. They make ideal riding 
mounts and can also be used for numerous 
activities, such as carriage driving, packing or 
just general fun.  
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PURPOSE OF THE SOCIETY 
The purpose of the Society is primarily to promote the 
well-being of donkeys and donkey hybrids (mules and 
hinnies) in Australia be they wild or domesticated by: 
 

 Encouraging the breeding of quality 
donkeys/hybrids. To do this the Society, in 
association with the other affiliates of the 
Affiliated Donkey Societies of Australia, 
maintains a Stud Book for the registration of 
stock. 

 Providing education on the care of 
donkey/hybrids. 

 Promoting research into matters relating to 
donkeys/hybrids, their health and general care. 

 Encouraging and supporting the exhibition of 
donkeys/hybrids in both local shows and expos 
and the DSV Championship Show. 

 Participating in the prevention of cruelty to 
donkeys/hybrids and co-operating with any other 
organisation actively engaged in promoting 
welfare. 

 Promoting the public image of the 
donkey/hybrids as a useful animal as well as an 
engaging pet. 

 
Field days are held to help new owners learn about 
their donkeys/hybrids, plus more advanced training 
days and other sessions of interest. 
 
Members range from people who enjoy involvement 
in many activities to others who are mostly interested 
in the newsletters and information - in fact, some don't 
even own a donkey! The only criteria for membership 
is being a 'donkey lover.'  

 

DONKEYS IN AUSTRALIA 
There are 4 recognised donkey breeds currently found 
in Australia: 

AMERICAN MAMMOTH 

Size: between 14hh and 16hh 
 
Bred in America from a mix of the large European 
donkey breeds such as the Andalusian, Majorcan, 
Catalonian and Poitou. Great for Riding, Showing, 
Harness, Trekking/Packing and Farm work. 

AUSTRALIAN TEAMSTER 

Size: Commonly between 11hh and 13hh 

Originated from donkeys brought to Australia during 
the nineteenth century for use as working animals, 
especially in the hot, dry interior. After motor vehicles 
became widespread, many were released into the harsh 
conditions of the Australian outback, where, as feral 
animals, the necessity of adapting for survival honed 
them into a hardy breed. Particularly known for being 
sure-footed and agile. Great for Riding, Showing, 
Harness, Trekking/Packing and Farm work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH/IRISH DONKEY 

Size:  between 9hh and 11hh 

Bred and used extensively in Britain.  Well known on 
British beaches where they would be used for 
children's rides. Used in the past for transporting loads 
in carts or packs. Great for Children’s Riding, 
Showing, Harness Packing/trekking 

MINIATURE MEDITERRANEAN 

Size: from 30” to 36” 

A compact bundle of love.  Originating in the USA, 
these donkeys have origins derived from the Sardinian 
and Sicilian donkeys in Italy. Great for Showing, 
Harness, Therapy work and as a pet. 

MULES AND HINNIES 

Any size - from miniature to draft depending on the 
size of the parents. 

Mules and hinnies are a hybrid cross between a donkey 
parent and a horse/pony parent. They are a feisty 
equine that combine the endurance of the donkey and 
the athleticism of the horse. Great for Riding, 
Showing, Harness, Trekking/packing, farm work, 
dressage and endurance events 

 


