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Front cover photo – Keysoe Zeke making a friend at 
Equitana. Photo by Miniature Horse Society of Australia 
 

Back cover – Chase Day and Wendanjo Susannah at 
Equitana. Photo by Keith Day 

 

 

Contributions for publication in Brayings are welcome! 
Send your news and photographs to:  Editor Ann Berrett 
preferably by email to annber2016@outlook.com  Sub-
missions may be subject to editing. 
 
If you do not have access to email, you can post your 
contribution to Ann Berrett, PO Box 35, Toongabbie, VIC 
3856. 
 
BRAYINGS ADVERTISING RATE: Full Page $80,  
Half Page $40, Quarter Page $20 
 
Disclaimer 
The information and opinions expressed in this news-
letter do not necessarily reflect the views of the Donkey 
Society of Victoria (DSV) or the Editor. While reasonable 
care is taken on our behalf the DSV takes no responsibil-
ity for any errors or omissions in information in this 
newsletter. Readers are advised to get professional ad-
vice where required.  
 
Brayings is the official quarterly newsletter of the Don-

key Society of Victoria Inc., ABN 82 148 300 307, Regis-

tration no. A0000117Z (www.donkey.org.au), a member 

of the Affiliated Donkey Societies of Australia. 

Brayings is printed by  

Editorial 

After a break of 5 years, I have returned to the editor 

desk .  Chase is taking a well-earned break from the edi-

torship.  She has done a fantastic job as editor and pro-

duced a great newsletter for the membership.   

As this is the first issue for 2023, I will wish all members a 

Happy New Year. 

 

Ann Berrett 

 

Can we help you? 
  
Committee email: donkeyinfo@donkey.org.au 
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WELCOME TO NEW AND RETURNING MEMBERS 

Andrew and Claire Harness ( along with Han-

nah, Tessa, Sophie and Luke) are new members 

from Tintinara, South Australia. 

They have two young donkeys, Harry and Mabel that have 

been exciting additions to their dairy farm.  The family 

loves taking them for walks, although the donksys some-

times get distracted by the lucerne plants on the side of 

the tracks.  They have really appreciated all the helpful 

advice from Helen Robertson as they start their donkey 

ownership adventure.  Lovely to have some new mem-

bers from S.A.   

Pam Newton. 
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Thank you to all contributors to this edition.  I 

would like to extend an invitation to members 

to also contribute to our next edition and in-

deed future editions of Brayings.  I’m sure 

there are stories and photos that if you are 

willing to share , readers will enjoy to see and 

read.  Drop me a line via email if you have a 

question or need assistance.  Editor 

THE DEADLINE FOR CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE MAY 2023 EDITION OF BRAYINGS IS FRIDAY MAY 5TH 2023. 



4 

Vale Ann Walker 

On the 24th of November 2022 the Australian Donkey Community lost one of it’s 

staunchest supporters with the passing of one of the Donkey Society of Victoria’s 

founding members, Ann Walker. 

In 1969 she was the founder of one of Australia’s longest running donkey studs, Keysoe 

Stud, which is now operated by her daughter and current DSV Secretary, Ruth Walker. 

Keysow Stud was started with 6 wild caught donkeys ( Ann is pictured at left with Jane 

and Jason, two of the original donkeys).  Many current DSV members own donkeys with 

Keysoe animals in their pedigrees. 

Ann will be sorely missed, and we send our deepest condolences to Ruth, Ben Harris 

and the rest of their family. 

 

 

 

 

Assignations 

 Asstrax Group—Central Gippsland—1st Thursday of the month.  Contact Ann Berrett– annber2016@outlook.com 

 Assabout Group—South Gippsland—Donkeys and mules are welcome as are walkers who are DSV members unable 

to bring their own longears.  BYO lunch or snacks.  Enquiries to Fiona Mottram Text/Ph 0447343665 

 

DSV Committee Business 

The Donkey Society of Victoria Committee members meet every two months.  Meetings are held via Zoom. 

 

Welcome to new and returning members 

• Lauren Horwood, Gembrook Victoria.  Lauren has a small stud breeding miniature donkeys.  She looks forward to 

having contact with other members and learning more about donkeys. 

• Wendy Tomaino, Gippsland.  Wendy has retired to her farm.  She has previous experience with horses and after do-

ing some research about donkeys she chose miniatures, which are all geldings as well as alpacas as pets.  Wendy fol-

lows the DSV Facebook page and looks forward to her membership of the Society, and the information she will gath-

er.  She is pleased with how friendly and affectionate her donkeys are. 
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Equitana 2022 

By Chase Day.  Photos by Chase Day, Keith Day & 

Marcia Eveland. 

Well, as far as I know (at least for the 16 years I have been 

attending Equitana in Melbourne) this was the first time 

there has been donkeys at Equitana in Melbourne. 

Set up was on the Wednesday afternoon, and there was a 

bit of confusion over which was our stall, and which was 

the Icelandic Horses, but we got it straightened out and 

were able to set up all of our information displays. 

On Thursday morning Ruth, Keith and Chase got up at a 

stupidly early time in the morning and loaded up Wendanjo 

Susannah to take her down for the opening day. She was 

less than impressed at being loaded up at such an appal-

lingly early morning. She was, however, a superstar (as ex-

pected) and arrived at the Melbourne Showgrounds like the 

professional she is. We were worried at how the horses 

would react to a donkey in the midst, but none of them 

cared. The first day was terrific, with Susannah being very 

popular with the public. People marvelled at her ears and 

how soft she was. It would seem many people thought don-

key fur would be coarse and harsh. For a surprising number 

this was the first time they had seen or touched a donkey. 

All were stunned by her size and could not believe donkeys 

could get even bigger! I overcame my nerves and rode Su-

sannah in two displays, in the second one I even relaxed 

enough for some cantering, leg yielding and side passing 

over poles. I am so grateful to Susannah for the gift of brav-

ery that she gives me! At my last Equitana in 2018, my fear 

of riding my horse led to me having a panic attack in the 

stall and not being able to continue. Susannah really is 

worth her weight in gold (see the back page for a photo for 

us riding in front of the famous ‘Pie in the Sky’). 

Friday again was an early start, but Susannah got to relax at 

home whilst Keysoe Zeke and Southern Skys Rock-A-Bye 

stepped up. Zeke was a little surprised at where he found 

himself, but in no time his natural charm found its way and 

he was socialising with the public. People could not believe 

he was wild caught only 5 years ago. He is a great ambassa-

dor for the Teamster breed and for highlighting the tragedy 

of Teamsters being culled. Rocky was a bit more reticent/

couldn’t manage to push his way past Zeke to meet people. 

The two of them did a great display with Ruth riding Rocky 

and leading Zeke. It is fantastic to show people that don-

keys can be used in much the same way as horses can. 

On Saturday Susannah returned and this time she was led 

in the Breed Showcase. She was so calm about the horses 

all around her, including a young and feisty Friesian stal-

lion! He seemed eager to make a hinny. Despite Susannah 

being so well behaved and looking great, she didn’t place, 

with the Thoroughbred winning the show. The giant Shire 

won the people’s choice award. 

On Sunday Rocky and Zeke returned and one of the high-

lights was Zeke making friends with a tiny little miniature 

horse foal (see front cover). Both Rocky and Zeke were 

amazing, but Zeke really highlighted the amazing tempera-

ment of his breed and the incredible training that Ruth has 

put into him. He had never done anything close to this be-

fore and he did not put a hoof wrong. 

Over the 4 days we met tons of people, the donkeys got 

lots of pats, we sold a bunch of merchandise, received 

some donations and handed out information leaflets and 

old copies of Brayings. It is certain that many left our staff 

much more educated about donkeys! On disappointing 

thing was how few people had heard of us, especially the 

many donkey owners we met who were not members. 

Hopefully our interaction with them will encourage them to 

join! We certainly tried our best. It was great to be a part of 

the equine community and enjoying the positive response 

of the other exhibitors and the public to our donkeys. We 

certainly hope to return in 2024! 

I would also like to take the time to make a special thank 

you to Jo Bond who came and worked the stall over two 

long and busy days. It was wonderful to get to know you 

better and to hear your donkey tales! 

Ruth and Jo with the DSV banner 
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Zeka and Ruth chatting to the public 

Chase & Susannah in the Breed Show 

Rocky and Zeke can just be seen 

Zeks in the stall 

 

Ruth’s ridden display with Zeks & Rocky 

Zeke make a little 

friend 

DSV Information Posters on display 
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In Equine Therapy 

By Pam Newton 

When chatting with Lonnie Davis after he joined the Society 

earlier in 2022, I asked how he came to be introduced to 

donkeys. His response sparked my interest to find out more 

and I offered to write about it for Brayings. After arranging a 

visit to meet Narelle Lee, the owner of In Equine Therapy, I 

took myself off for a day’s outing to Heathcote in late Octo-

ber 2022. 

Lonnie met donkeys through his involvement as a client of In 

Equine Therapy. He was instantly attracted to the donkeys 

and became known as their ‘number one fan’ on his regular 

fortnightly visits. After several months of experience with the 

donkeys the opportunity for him to care for a jenny in foal 

came through one of Narelle’s contacts. Lonnie organised a 

shed and extra fencing to be built at home and has loved 

caring for his new special friend and a recently acquired small 

pony companion. The foal is due in December and once 

weaned Lonnie will be given ownership of the Jenny.  

 Narelle is a Registered Nurse with 24 years in the Mental 

Health field, in recent times working three days a week as an 

Adolescent Case Manager. Her obvious commitment and 

knowledge in this field and a lifetime’s experience with hors-

es opened the door to a new idea. By combining her experi-

ence and passion for both these areas she set about planning 

to start her own business.   

The property is ideally set up for such a venture and the con-

cept of operating from home for part of the week was ap-

pealing. The family all have complementary rural interests: 

Narelle’s daughter, Arden is a Horse Trainer (breaking, han-

dling and riding). She is a Pony Club Eventer and came sec-

ond in the Australian Brumby Championship at Equitana. 

Son, Jack holds a Wildlife License which caters for his care of 

the Sugar Gliders that create an interest with visitors. 

In preparation for the new business venture, Narelle graduat-

ed from the course run by Equine Assisted Psychotherapy 

(EAGALA) which was developed in America. She attended in 

Tasmania, which at that time was the only course in Australia 

offering Equine Therapy qualification. Narelle mentioned that 

she was the first Mental Health Practitioner in Australia to 

achieve NDIS Registration as an Equine Therapist. 

 To register with the National Disability Insurance Scheme 

(NDIS) there are stringent requirements, including approval 

as a Work Safe Property, Statutory Insurance and regular 

detailed reporting.  Narelle explained that there is no govern-

ing body in Australia for Equine Therapy. The rates she is re-

quired to charge are set by the NDIS, and are in accordance 

with the professional standing, qualifications and experience 

of each provider, which explains the wide range of fees on 

offer.  

It is now the business’ fourth year and Narelle works two 

days a week with her 42 clients who visit fortnightly. They 

have all joined her through word of mouth and she currently 

has a waiting list. She discussed how the donkeys’ special 

equine skills with people have made them very popular with 

her clients. The donkeys have definitely proven themselves 

to be a huge asset to her therapy team. 

Her donkeys are very calm and enjoy being brushed and han-

dled. They interact as she talks with the clients’, and it was 

interesting to hear the way the donkeys treat each different-

ly. An amusing example is how Dolly loves to sit on one per-

son’s lap each time he visits. She always nuzzles one client’s 

cheek and puts her head on the shoulder of another. Daisy is 

in foal and one client always stands with her stroking her 

belly. Narelle is looking forward to the birth of Daisy’s foal 

and has an idea that she may like to put Dolly in foal to a col-

oured mini jack in the future.   

Narelle’s brochure and a couple of photos are supplied for 

you to enjoy. 

It was a pleasure to explore another valuable contribution 

our Long-Eared friends make to the lives of humans. As I now 

live in the city, I enjoyed the opportunity to meet Narelle and 

the animals - the donkeys, in particular of course!!  

 

 

DAISY 
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DOLLY 

Welcome to new and returning members. 

Pamela Cooper from Collie, Western Australia.  After finding our Society on the web, the main reason Pamela 

decided to join our Society is to receive Brayings ( that is a lovely compliment for our Editor(s).  For many years Pamela 

has been a keen miniature donkey owner and at one stage ‘imported’ two miniatures from Victoria.  More recently, 

after a gap of time without donkeys, she acquired a jenny.  To ensure that the new donkey had company, Pamela ac-

quired a miniature pony and is now early awaiting the birth of a donkey foal due soon and is hoping for a jenny to be-

come her third mini.  Welcome Pamela 

Pam Newton 
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‘The Plains Speaking’ 

From the DSV members of Central Gippsland Asstrax 

Compiled by Jennifer McNab: photos by Hilary Dortmans, 

Tracey Brand, Peter McNab, Eleanor Bajo, Pat Streefkerk, 

Heather Bradbury. 

The Asstrax group has not had a donkey outing during the 

last three months. However, we did get together for a cou-

ple of social meals. 

It was still very wet at the beginning of November so six of 

us met at a café in Rosedale for lunch. Hilary, Ann, Graham, 

Catherine, Jenny and Peter enjoyed a relaxed meal. There 

was a lot of catching up to do and talk of Catherine and Hen-

ry’s move to Yarragon. 

Three of Tracey’s herd have had foals in the last couple of 

months. 100% mammoth jennet Wombalyn Rise Destiny 

produced a beautiful jennet foal sired by NZ jack Awapuni 

Dallas. She is now named WR Cleo. Gypsy cob, Wombalyn 

Rise Taylor foaled a stunning, coloured colt, WR Leo, sired by 

Hermit’s Quicksilver and WR Adele (50% mam-

moth) has a gorgeous grey jennet by WR Rory. 

In the theme for this season’s foals, she is WR 

Rio. 

In December Heather B, Tracey, Hilary, Sharyn, 

Ann, Graham, Peter and Jenny met for an end-

of-year/pre-Christmas Asstrax lunch at a lovely 

venue in Cowwarr. It was a particularly nice 

day with a very attractive garden, so we sat 

outside under the trees. The restaurant has a 

limited but excellent Italian style menu.  

In the week before Christmas, the Asstrax 

group again set up a stall and display at 

Glengarry market. Jackston and Duncan 

were both very well-behaved and attracted 

lots of attention. Jack is always interested in 

what people eat. He begged to taste Hila-

ry’s cheese toastie and tried the remains of 

the foam of a hot chocolate. We didn’t sell 

much and only had a few donations, but it 

was a good day for promoting donkeys and 

answering lots of questions. Note: Choco-

late is not good for horses to eat. One of 

the main ingredients in chocolate, cocoa, 

contains the chemical theobromine, due to 

a horse-sensitive digestive system this can 

cause serious illness and in large doses fa-

tality. 

We did not have a January Asstrax as most of us were still 

busy with family and farm commitments. For the Berretts 

and McNabs this included preparation for the donkey classes 

at Bass Coast Show, Wonthaggi. 

John and Tracey have put up some shade sails for their don-

keys. These are providing shelter in paddocks while trees 

grow. Jenny was very impressed with how much WR Henry is 

using his shade, so John is now putting some up at Lown-

thwaite. They will be extensions out the front of the east 

facing shelter sheds. Most of the trees at Lownthwaite are 

only a few years old so these sails will provide shade and 

shelter in the areas where there is very little. While sheds 

provide shelter, they can become quite stuffy and airless on 

very hot days.  

We will soon be in February and the Asstrax group is hoping 

to get back to the monthly outings with our donkeys and 

horses, followed by our usual BYO lunch together. For infor-

mation about this group and outings, please contact Ann 

Berrett. 
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Yclipse and an Alar Fold infection 

Jennifer McNab 

Introduction 

 Zahara Yclipse is a 50% mammoth jennet who stands just 

under 14 hands.  She has been with us for nearly 2 years and 

turned 22 in January 2023.  

The alar fold makes a pocket which follows the line of the 

nasal sinus and lies above it.  Its function is most likely to 

increase the airflow through the sinus when needed and 

perhaps to assist in cooling by increasing the surface area.  

March 2022 

In March I noticed that Yclipse had scratched the right side 

of her muzzle.  I treated it topically with white cream and it 

seemed to improve for the next couple of months. However, 

in late May we noticed that she continued to rub it to the 

point where she would make it bleed and had raw patches. 

She had also rubbed a raw patch on the inside of her right 

fetlock. 

After consultation with our neighbour, friend and equine 

vet, we changed to washing it with an iodine-based wash 

and applying an anti-inflammatory and healing ointment. At 

that time, we were thinking it was some form of allergy or 

irritation. The weather was warm and wet, with high humid-

ity. This seemed to settle it all down again. 

July 

In late July, the rubbing had stopped and the patches heal-

ing, although now scarred, but I started to notice she had a 

smell about her.  I booked her in to have her teeth done and 

talked about it with our vet.  When he examined her, he 

said ‘that is the smell of infection’. Under sedation, she had 

her teeth floated and her alar fold cleaned out. The infec-

tion was in her alar fold. We had not heard of an alar fold 

before, so our vet explained what and where it was. 

For the following week, we gave Yclipse twice daily oral anti-

biotics and washed out the fold with a soft cloth soaked in 

iodine wash. We then applied a topical cream to the fold as 

far as I could reach with my finger, about 75 mm.  We later 

learned that the full depth was 140 mm.  She was excellent 

with all the washing etc. but she did not like ‘funny stuff’ in 

her feed.  After a week, the smell went away, and we 

thought it would all be fixed. 

August  

The smell returned after a couple of weeks. Yclipse went 

back onto twice daily antibiotics. This time, because she 

would not take it in feed or a molasses sandwich, I mixed 

the antibiotic powder into a paste and delivered it in a sy-

ringe directly into her mouth. No problem. She had a pep-

permint before and after and some carrot pieces. Due to the 

return of the infection, our vet recommended testing for 

Cushings as recurring infections can be a symptom. He also 

took a nasal swab for cytology and for culturing. This was to 

guide treatment to select the best medications to use. The 

Cushings test was clear, and the swabs and culture indicated 

we were using an antibiotic to which the infection should be 

sensitive. 

For the next 3 weeks we administered antibiotics and 

cleaned the fold as far as we could reach, this time using 

sampling swabs like those for a CoVID RAT.  We also put 

antibiotic cream on a swab up into the fold. Our vet knew I 

was struggling with the mixing and filling a syringe, so he 

ordered the medication in paste form. This made measuring 

and dosing easier. At the end of the 3 weeks, the smell had 

gone, and swabs were coming out clean and dry. We 

thought we had it beaten.  

October  

The smell returned in less than a week.  We restarted the 

antibiotic and on the recommendation of our vet, made an 

appointment at South Eastern Equine Hospital to have her 

nasal passages scoped. We really needed to find out what 

was causing the reinfection and if she had something more 

sinister happening. Initially, she had not had a nasal dis-

charge but now, occasionally she would blow out a clod of 

thick mucus-like stuff, sometimes from one nostril and 

sometimes the other. It did not come from her alar fold. 

The veterinary staff at SEEH were wonderful. They were 

intrigued by Yclipse as I don’t think they had had a donkey 

of that size into the hospital. She was exceedingly well be-

haved, and many staff dropped by to see her. The scoping 

did not reveal anything sinister which was a great relief for 

us. Her alar fold was thoroughly cleaned, and we were given 

instruction on how to clean it. They also took more samples 

to test. 

So, for the next month, we switched to a new and stronger 

antibiotic administered orally once daily using a low dose of 

only 8 ml. We cleaned out her fold daily right to the top, 

using sponge forceps with gauze swabs soaked in chlorohex-

idine solution. This was followed with a flushing of this solu-

tion using an artificial insemination pipette and syringe. In 

the second week we also began flushing each fold with an-

other antibiotic after cleaning, continuing for 10 days. 

Yclipse was so good with the swab cleaning, but she was not 

happy with the flushing part. We were bribing her with car-

rots, liquorice and peppermints.  

After she came back from SEEH she had developed a cough.  

Our vet thought this was probably due to the interference 
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to her windpipe during scoping. She also had some thick 

mucus come out of her nose sometimes. It gradually im-

proved.  

In the second week she went very sore in the back legs.  She 

was reluctant to move and got up with some difficulty. She 

just didn’t seem well. Our vet came again. Everything 

seemed to be working OK except for the swelling in her back 

legs. We put her on Prevequine for 5 days and she slowly 

improved. It had been very wet, and parts of the paddock 

were quite boggy. We presumed she had had a slip. A blood 

test taken at this time came back all normal. No sign of in-

fection. 

As the month progressed, the fold was cleaner each time 

we did it. There had been relatively no smell after the clean-

ing at SEEH and it stayed that way.  In the last week, Yclipse 

was still coughing and producing snot. She had missed a 

worming during all this as I had been reluctant to hit her 

system with even more chemicals.  We suspected she might 

have lungworm as the winter conditions had been very con-

ducive to this.  I wormed her.  The coughing was awful for 

the first 24 hours and the snot changed to runny.  A few 

days after worming it all stopped and she seemed much 

brighter. 

November  

When we ran out of the antibiotic after 32 days, we contin-

ued to clean the fold daily for the first week and then gradu-

ally went to every second day and down to weekly. In De-

cember, we missed a week leading up to Christmas and ten-

tatively stopped. Now, she still has no smell of infection. I 

still put my nose to her muzzle and check for any unpleasant 

odour.  I have also become a bit obsessive about sniffing 

around the other donkeys and horse.  I guess there are 

worse things to do with my time. 

Conclusion 

We have learned so much about Yclipse over this time.  We 

always knew she was one of the most good-natured crea-

tures you could 

meet.  She is 

trustworthy 

around even our 

little people. 

You can dose 

her with almost 

anything 

straight into her 

mouth, but 

don’t try to hide 

it in her feed.  

She is appalling 

with injections.  

We consider 

ourselves so 

very fortunate 

to have this 

lovely girl in our 

lives. 

Dec 22 Yclipse being 

groomed by grandchil-

dren 

April 22 rubbed face 

Scoping at SEEH Swap 

showing 

length 

of fold 
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BASS COAST -WONTHAGGI SUMMER  

AGRICULTURAL SHOW  

DONKEY & MULE CLASSES JANUARY 14 

2023 

Ann Berrett 

With a heatwave warning for the Saturday of the Show it 

was tempting to stay at home. The Bass Coast Summer 

Show has been supportive of the donkeys and mules, and 

this was the first Show back after Covid. So having entered 

and making the commitment, at 6.30am with the three 

donkeys Southern Skys Miranda, Ardock Hamish and Ash-

ington Park Little Miss Ellie Mae loaded on board we set off 

to Wonthaggi. Peter and Jen McNab left with their two don-

keys Zahara Yclipse and Heatherbrae Jackston shortly after 

us, but not before Peter had his early morning cup of tea. 

Coming from the Latrobe Valley in Central Gippsland it is 

approximately a two-hour trip to Wonthaggi in South Gipps-

land. The classes had been brought forward one hour on 

the day because of the heat, so the ring was rescheduled to 

commence at 10am. 

It was uncomfortably hot and humid day, but thankfully 

they gave the donkeys and mules an area under the shady 

trees next to the main oval. Requiring more space for the 

harness classes we only ventured out to the main ring for 

the two driven donkey classes. Jan Murray judged the Don-

key and Mule classes and travelled over the day before with 

Pat Streefkerk. They wisely avoided the city traffic by com-

ing across the bay on the ferry. They had time for a little 

sightseeing. 

Only five donkeys entered on the day but being entered in 

multiple classes it kept us all busy. Tanya Carbery and 

friends Georgia Reid and Bek Hookem travelled to 

Wonthaggi bringing with them three mules. Tanya handling 

Bertie, Georgia and Apache and Bek and Pedro all in the 

same led class. We were situated next to the animal nursey 

separated by a wire fence so the children and parents vis-

iting the animal nursery were excited to see the donkeys. 

Donkeys do attract the attention of members of the public. 

We had lots of nice comments and answered questions. A 

few expressed surprise to see ridden and driven donkeys. I 

guess as owners we tend to take for granted that donkeys 

“can do” while for members of the public it is often a new 

experience. 

The prize ribbons where well shared out amongst competi-

tors. Peter and Jen’s daughter Eleanor Bajo came along to 

help and to ride Zahara Yclipse and Heatherbrae Jackston. 

We all had a good laugh during the fancy dress class. Three 

different themes and effort put into the colourful costumes. 

Summary of the results as follows:  The Presentation class 

and Best Led Mule  was won by Tanya Carbery and her mule 

Bertie, Best Led Donkey Zahara Yclipse, Ridden Donkey 

Heatherbrae Jackston, Best Driven Donkey Ardock Hamish 

and Donkey Driven in long reins Ashington Park Little Miss 

Ellie Mae. 

It was nice to catch up on the day with Jan and Pat, and to 

meet Tanya. Despite the hot conditions it was a fun day. At 

the end of the classes, it was good to get the donkeys back 

home and we left the unpacking of the car and float until 

the evening when the heat of the day had lessened. 

The Donkey and Mule Classes (Section 7 on the program) 

was sponsored by the Donkey Society of Victoria and Ar-

dock Farm.  

I have just received word that Donkey & Mule classes will 

be on the program again in 2024.  Tentative date is Satur-

day 6th January.  More information when date is con-

firmed. 

Tanya Carbery and Bertie with Jan 

Murray who judged the classes 



13 

 

Peter McNab and 

Zahara Yclipse.  Best 

Led Donkey 

Ann Berrett & Ardock Hamish.  Best 

Driven Donkey. 

Ellie Mae.  !st Donkey driv-

en in long reins. 

1st Ridden Donkey Heatherbrae Jack-

ston.  Rider Eleanor Bajo. Owner Jen 

McNab 

Fancy Dress.  Jen & Peter McNab. 

2nd Ridden Donkey Mi-

randa.  Rider Ann Berrett. 
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The selection of photos 

included on pp 12—13 

and 14-15  taken by Pat 

Streefkerk and Vicki Say-

ers.   

Page 14. Top—Peter McNab and Zahara Yclipse.  Mid-

dle Peter McNab and Heatherbrae Jackston. Bottom 

left Yclipse & Jen McNab. Bottom right.  AP Little Miss 

Ellie Mae & Ann Berrett.  

Clockwise  page 15.:  Zahara Yclipse. Ylipse ridden by 

Eleanor Bajo.  Heatherbae Jackston and Jen McNab. 

Jackston driven by Peter McNab (L) and Ardock Ham-

ish driven by Ann Berrett ®. 
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Gretel’s Transformation 

Tracey Brand 

I became aware of a donkey that had some height which 

was available for purchase.  She was believed to have some 

Mammoth blood in her (described as being 13.2hh), so I was 

very interested in using her in my Mammoth breeding pro-

gram.   

After talking with the owner, we hooked up the float and 

went to view the donkey.  The owner and her friend went to 

catch the donkey which was off in the paddock.  The donkey 

had not been handled much and was not used to strangers, 

so we waited by the float until they managed to catch her.  

Her name was Gretel.  

They walked up with Gretel using a bum rope as persuasion.  

I was not expecting this donkey to be in such poor condition 

and was suitably shocked as she was in a paddock with lots 

of grass.  She was also not 13.2hh and would be lucky to be 

13hh.  Despite this, I decided I could not leave her there, so 

on the float she went.  I must admit she was pretty good and 

didn’t take too long to load.  In hindsight that was probably 

due to her weakened state.  We drove down the road and 

could see by our float cameras that she was trying to get 

under the bar or turn around, so we had a stop to sort her 

out.  At this point I was worried she wouldn’t make it home.  

After this set back she travelled better, and we got her 

home.  

First thing was to worm and de-louse Gretel. She was placed 

in a paddock on her own where she could see others. She 

appeared to me “shut down” and did not interact at all.   

After that we proceeded to put a feeding program into prac-

tice.  This consisted of combo chaff mix, maxi soy, oil, Honey 

B and minerals. I had to change feeds as Gretel could not eat 

chaff at first, so she had what we called her ‘soup’ which was 

the Maxi soy, Tru-gain, Fibre essentials, oil, and minerals.  

We made this into a slurry which she could eat.  Once her 

teeth were done and her mouth improved, chaff was added.  

The next job on the list was getting her feet done.  Surpris-

ingly, once trimmed and shaped they weren’t too bad.  She 

had minimal foot rot.  Her first trim went reasonably well 

despite lack of training.  Since gaining condition this has 

changed!  She can kick quite well with those back feet!  

It is hard to understand why she was in such poor condition 

even though she was in a paddock full of grass.  She was in 

with 2 other donkeys, ponies and several mules, some who 

were not gelded. As Gretel comes strongly into season, I 

wonder if the mules harassed her (she had lots of bite marks 

evident).  It’s possible that a combination of lack of teeth 

care, worming, lice treatment, hoof trimming care and har-

assment, she became so very thin.  

Gretel has now been with us for less than two months. In 

that short time her body condition has come along in leaps 

and bounds, better than I expected.  She is now a more than 

acceptable weight and her coat is so much better. Of course, 

now she is feeling better in herself, her lack of training and 

Henry under the shade sail at Wombalyn. 
Jack sampling hot 

choc & Duncan trying 
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attitude is coming out! From previous experience I have found 

that the underweight, quiet animal can change dramatically 

once weight is put on! Gretel is still a stand-offish girl but loves 

her food, which I can finally cut back �. She is also enjoying the 

company of a quiet Gelding and our hope for Gretel is that she 

remains healthy, responds kindly to some basic consistent 

handling and can become a breeding jennet in our herd. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to new and returning members  

Jocelyn Moorhouse of Normanhurst, N.S.W.  Grew 

up with donkeys and has always been enchanted by 

them.  Our longstanding members will remember 

her mother Denise Moorhouse who was an involved 

member of our Society and a committed donkey 

owner and enthusiast.  Jocelyn has many happy  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

memories of attending donkey shows in her youth 

and is thinking of buying some land and becoming a 

donkey owner herself.  Having acquired all the show 

ribbons won by Denise’s donkeys, Jocelyn is cur-

rently planning a project to make them into a quilt.  

Welcome Jocelyn and we encourage you to write a 

story for Brayings about those special childhood 

memories. 

Pam Newton 

Gretel now 

Gretels Hooves 

after trim 

Gretel on arrival at Tracey’s 

Before trim 
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I t has been a couple of years 

since I have entered my 

donkeys in an Australian Carriage 

Driving Society Driven Dressage Qual-

ifier event, but on the weekend of 

11th and 12th February I took Ardock 

Hamish and Ashington Park Little 

Miss Ellie Mae over  Maffra for the 

Eastern Victoria Pleasure Harness 

Club Qualifiers.  This Club is our home 

club and the grounds are probably 

one of the best surfaces in the State 

to compete on. 

I knew that Saturday was forecast to 

be hot, temperature in low 30’s.  Probably more a problem 

for me than the donkeys.  Although Ellie was scheduled a 

mid-morning time for her two tests on the Saturday, the 

program was running over an hour late.  This was Ellie’s first 

attempt at driven dressage. Competitors are expected to 

arrive at the checkpoint 10 minutes before they are due to 

go into the arena.  Ellie was already showing some separa-

tion anxiety as Hamish was left back at the float. She could 

also hear Hamish tied at the float bray and would answer 

him.  Most observers would not even notice that my donkey 

was stressed but she was restless and reluctant to stand and 

wait in the shade so we spent nearly all of the waiting time 

walking in the warm up area. 

At this point I was debating scratching her from the classes.  

I was keen to give her a trial at this type of event and this is 

an annual event so not wanting to miss the opportunity I 

decided to go ahead.  Ellie did what I asked of her but in the 

later movements in the second test she was tired.  Although 

I took her back on the Sunday I was considering either doing 

one test only or not driving her on the day.  I made the right 

decision to scratch her from her classes on the day.   

Hamish faired a little better when time for his class came up.  

Yes, it was the hottest time of the day, but we did not have 

to wait around for too long before entering the dressage 

arena. Hamish completed both tests on the Saturday and 

again on the Sunday.  On the Sunday he placed third and 

fourth in his classes.  He also was tired on the Sunday but 

still had enough in “the tank” to com-

plete both tests. Ellie Mae is graded 

Preliminary and Hamish is graded Nov-

ice.  This was his first Qualifier at this 

level since he was upgraded from Pre-

liminary. 

Once again, the donkeys were well 

received.  Positive comments and con-

versation. One of the judges ( from 

N.S.W.) has asked if she can call in and 

see my donkeys next time she travels 

down to Melbourne. 

Although the donkeys where given 

regular schooling in the lead up to the 

weekend they were not as fit as I 

would have liked.  Roadwork, particu-

larly increasing lengthy periods at the trot builds up their 

fitness level.  While it is great that local government main-

tains roads in the area the gravel and metal surfaces are not 

kind on donkeys hooves that have been through a very wet 

winter and early spring.  Not wanting to risk stone bruises 

they had a minimum of roadwork.  The poached paddocks at 

home make unpleasant driving surfaces so opportunity for 

optimal fitness was limited.  Fingers crossed things fall into 

place better next time.  Ann Berrett 

Ellie Mae 

Hamish 
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Garden setting—Amarti Garden and Café—Cowwarr—Asstrax Group—Xmas luncheon. 

Wombalyn  Rio 

 

Wombalyn Cleo, John and Gipsy Cob foal Wom-

balyn Leo  
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