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Front cover photo – Maxine. Photo by Marieke Van 
Der Aar 

Back cover – Heatherbrae Jackston and Keysoe 
Duncan greeting the crowds at Glengarry Market in 
September photo by Sharyn Jackson Photography 

Contributions for publication in Brayings are 
extremely welcome! Please send your news and 
photographs to Editor Chase Day preferably by email 
to donkey@hmdp.com. Submissions may be subject 
to editing. 
 
If you do not have access to email, you can post your 
contribution to Chase Day, PO Box 490, Ballan VIC 
3342 
 
BRAYINGS ADVERTISING RATE: Full Page $80,  
Half Page $40, Quarter Page $20 
 
Disclaimer 
The information and opinions expressed in this 
newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
Donkey Society of Victoria (DSV) or the Editor. While 
reasonable care is taken on our behalf the DSV takes 
no responsibility for any errors or omissions in 
information in this newsletter. Readers are advised to 
get professional advice where required.  
 
Brayings is the official quarterly newsletter of the 
Donkey Society of Victoria Inc., ABN 82 148 300 307, 
Registration no. A0000117Z (www.donkey.org.au), a 
member of the Affiliated Donkey Societies of 
Australia. 

Brayings is printed by Larkin Printers Leongatha 

Editorial 
I hope that everyone is managing to stay warm and 
dry during this crazy La Nina weather. We are pretty 
lucky as we live on a hill, but my equines are all very 
sick of the mud. 
 
This will be my last Brayings as editor, I have enjoyed 
finding interesting stories for you all to read. I wish 
the best of luck to whomever takes over the role. 
 
Take care and Merry Christmas! 
 
Chase Day 

 

 

Can we help you? 
  
Committee email: donkeyinfo@donkey.org.au 
 
President and Web Manager 
Keith Day 
GORDON 
Ph 0434 246967  
Email: keith@hyphen8.com.au 
 
Vice President and Merchandise Officer 
Benjamin Harris 
WOODVALE 
Ph 0439 389843 
Email: ben.harris245@gmail.com 
 
Secretary and Facebook  
Ruth Walker 
2 Downie Rd, WOODVALE, 3556  
Ph 0409 606306  
Email: donkeysocvic@gmail.com  
 
Treasurer 
Chase Day 
GORDON 
Ph 0411 335738 
Email: donkey@hmdp.com 
 
Committee Members 
Leanne Davey 
Email: skyepark2000@gmail.com 
 
Ann Berrett – Welfare Officer 
Email: annber2016@outlook.com 
 
Helen Robertson 
Email: hjtrob@gmail.com 
 
Leanne Christie 
Email: lchristie240@gmail.com 
 
Membership Administrator 
Peter McNab 
1713 Cairnbrook Road, GLENGARRY 
PH 0407 485032  
Email: membership.dsv@gmail.com 
 
ADSA Registration 
https://www.donkeysadsa.org/registration 
Kerri Haynes-Lovell – Registrar 
104 Luthers Road, HALFWAY CREEK, NSW 2460.  
Email – lotsodogs@iinet.net.au 
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Whilst I have had a very enjoyable three years putting together Brayings for y’all, my life has become a lot 
busier and I need to free up some space, so we are now on the hunt for someone to take on the responsibility 
of producing Brayings. 

Details: Brayings is produced using Word and comes out four times a year (February, May, August, November). 
The editor needs to seek out stories, put the magazine together, send it to the printer along with the mailing 
labels (which need to be created using Mail Merge), receive the magazines back and pack them for mailing 
and then send them. There is a fee paid for doing this work. 

Brayings is a vital part of our membership, and we hope there is someone enthusiastic amongst our 
membership who would be keen to take it on. 

To express your interest or ask any questions contact donkeysocvic@gmail.com 

mailto:donkeysocvic@gmail.com
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Committee Business 
• Planning for Equitana and other Donkey displays 

Assignations 

 
DSV Stall and Display at Glengarry Market 

9th December 2022 
Lancefield Park, Park Street, Lancefield 

 
 

DSV Stall and Display at Yarragon Market 
18th December 2022 

 

 
Donkey Classes at Wonthaggi Show 

14th January 2023 
 

 
Asstrax 

Contact Ann Berrett – annber2016@outlook.com 
 

 
Assabouts 

1. Wednesday 23 November Meet 11am at Koonwarra Recreation Reserve for a walk/ride/drive 
along the Great Southern Rail Trail. Toilets available, food store nearby. 

2. Wednesday 14 December Meet 11am at Meeniyan Recreation Reserve for a walk/ride/drive 
along the Great Southern Rail Trail. 

Donkeys and Mules are welcome as are walkers who are DSV members unable to bring their own 
longears. BYO lunch or snacks. 

Enquiries to Fiona Mottram Text/Ph 0447 343 665 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:annber2016@outlook.com
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Little Donkey that had nothing to say 
By C. Ralph Bennett 

It was the night before Christmas when all the 
beasts came together from the farthest places 
of the earth to talk. The first voice to be heard 
was the deep, rich bass of the lion. “I speak,” 
he said, “as the king of beasts.” And truly he 
looked a king with his beautiful thick mane 
and his tawny rippling muscles. “I won’t 
repeat my good deeds. I shall not again 
tonight repeat the shining stories of the days 
when the Romans loved me. I shall not recall 
the story of the one man, Daniel, who defied 
me in my own den — a story humbling to me 
— which I have often told you to prove I am 
not proud. I shall say nothing of my stealthy 
fury that makes the whole continent tremble 
at the very sound of my name…” 

“Then I shall speak,” — and by the trumpet 
sound, the beasts knew the elephant spoke. “I 
am the biggest beast on earth. My size and 
my strength awe nations. Yet I can walk so 
softly and lightly that no ear can hear my 
coming. Isn’t that something to be proud of? 
And I don’t believe any of you can flip a 
tremendous teak log over your shoulder as 
handily as I can. That takes power. Yes, and 
who else here has been a beast of war? Who 
else has crossed the Alps? You know how very 
high the Alps are! I and my strong brothers 
helped the famous General Hannibal and his 
soldiers over them in one of his great 
campaigns. And Hannibal’s in history books all 
over the world.” 

A strange, whispering voice broke in: “You 
know me, the giraffe. Usually I stay silent, but 
I hope you’ll remember I’m the tallest and can 
look down on you. But please don’t think I am 
bragging because I’m up here above you. I eat 
from the tops of trees. Nobody else here can 
do that. Besides, being the tallest, I can run 
faster than most…” 

“Let me interrupt.” It was the leopard’s voice. 
“You’d have to move pretty fast to outrun 
certain striped and spotted cousins of mine 
who hold most of the speed records. Right, 
cousins?” The tiger nodded his head and the 
cheetah, fastest of all, smiled. 

The camel, till now, had been chewing his cud 
and watching with sad eyes. He cleared his 
throat and his voice rasped out: “I am neither 
handsome nor fleet. I have some trouble 
keeping clean. But I have the right to feel as 
proud as anyone here. I helped build the 
pyramids of Egypt! Have any of you ever 
tackled a job that big? I am also the only 
animal in the world that can have two humps 
on his back. I am used to going many days 
without water, across scorching sands that 
would burn the feet off most of you within 
hours. My friends, the camel counts, and I 
have a right to feel happy.” 

For a long while after the camel’s speech, 
there was silence. Then the llama coughed 
and said: “I am by nature modest. One thing, 
however — I, have had much experience 
crossing mountains. You have heard of the 
Andes, my home, and the war work I’ve 
done.” 

Others spoke too. The goose honked, “I laid a 
golden egg once. Who else has done that?” 
The turtle said, “I’m the slowest. It’s better. 
When you go fast, you go round in circles.” 
The fox said: “I am the slyest, the trickiest, 
and probably the brainiest of you all.” The 
zebra said: “For confusion, I’m best. Am I 
black with white stripes or white with black” 
The grizzly bear said: “Who that is as heavy as 
I can climb a tree as well?” And the polar bear 
said: “Can anybody but me swim with 
icebergs or catch fish with a paw?” 
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All this time a little grey beast stood listening. 
Finally, the other animals looked his way. 
There wasn’t much he could do but speak. “I 
am a donkey,” he began, in a voice so hoarse 
and low that the beasts leaned forward to 
hear. “I can’t run fast or go days without 
water. I couldn’t swim a stroke among 
icebergs. I’ve never climbed a tree. Nobody is 
afraid of me.” 

Lower and lower sank the little donkey’s 
voice. His ears drooped, and his head was 
bowed. The other beasts could hardly hear 
him. Suddenly he raised his head. His eyes 
looked far away in time and space and there 
was a strange glow around him. “Only one 
thing I have ever done has stuck in my mind. It 
happened a long, long time ago…on the way 
to Egypt in the dark of night. I carried a 
mother who carried a King.”  

New Member – Penny Smith 
Words and Photos from Penny Smith

Our first miniature donkey came from 
Tasmania, Braevale Quintessential Cleo and 
our second donkey came from Minhamite 
Victoria – Greenhills Coco.  

We would like to thank Gina Giddings and 
Sarah Hines for giving us the opportunity to 
purchase these two beautiful donkeys. 

We hope to grow our miniature donkey 
collection to four, in the near future and look 
forward to one day breeding our own 
offspring.   
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Assabouts 
From Fiona Mottram 

At fairly short notice when a favourable 
weather forecast was finally predicted, a trio 
of South Gippsland Assabouts walked 
longears for 8km along the Grand Ridge Rail 
Trail from Boolarra to the G. Trease bridge 
and back in September.  
 
Nina Sampson walked mule Yurrah 
Mollycoddle aka Molly Lolly who was living 
with her on trial for proposed purchase: 

 

Catherine Senn's float was out of action, so 
she walked Fiona Mottram's donkey Keysoe 
Shane aka Snowy, and Fiona walked donkey 
Keysoe Mathoura aka Marlo. 
 

 
Catherine Senn and Snowy cross the hollow-

sounding wooden bridge 
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A walker kindly took this photo of - left to right - 

Nina with Molly, Fiona with Marlo and Cathy 
with Snowy 

 
We had fun with found obstacles during our 
outing. First a fallen tree across the trail which 
the animals jumped and the humans 
clambered over: 
 

 
Catherine Senn jumps Snowy over the fallen 

tree. 
 
Then there were a series of bollards to weave 
around and a passageway into a picnic 
shelter.  The big Geoffrey Trease bridge was 
crossed, lifelike statues investigated, water 
was jumped, and a narrow, wooden 
pedestrian bridge braved. We also 
encountered numerous cyclists, dogs, 
walkers, and excited horses - possibly a 
stallion - in paddocks alongside the trail.  

 

 
Nina Sampson slaloms around bollards with 

Molly 
 
We had a social and physically healthy time 
and the longears did well at their learning 
experiences. Assabouts have dates booked for 
November and December at various locations. 
October was cancelled due to bad weather. 
 

 
Fiona has a cuddle with Marlo and Snowy 

 
If you'd like to join us, please contact Fiona 
Mottram on 0447 343 665.  
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Royal Geelong Show 
From Pat Streefkerk  

 
After a gap of 2 years due to Covid we were 
delighted to have classes once again at this 
show, which to my knowledge has had classes 
for donkeys from well before I started 
attending with my donkeys in 1977. I 
personally showed for 40 years there, at times 
we took 5 donkeys and mules with several 
pony club families there to ride and handle 
them all in the various classes, and for many 
of those years I have helped organise the 
classes there with their Horse Committee. The 
weather was kind, if somewhat muddy 
underfoot, and we had 5 donkeys and 4 mules 
attend. Sadly, there were a number of 
scratchings, partly due to the floods prior.  

Our judge was Jan Murray and we had great 
sponsorship with lovely products from NRG 
products, and beautiful garlands for all 
Champions from Fiona Nelson. We managed 
to have at least one donkey in each of the 
categories to show the general public the 
various breeds and heights of donkeys, plus 
the 4 mules, all under 12hh. With the 
donkeys/mules tied up around the inside of 
the arena fence we had great exposure to the 
general public, who enjoyed talking to the 
competitors and meeting the donkeys and 
mules. In particular we had a great audience 
for the obstacle course, and particularly for 
the standing jump classes. We even had the 
judge from the adjacent pony club ring tell us 
that she was so fascinated that she paused 
her classes to watch the standing jump take 
place. The pony club competitors rode happily 
past the donkeys, with the open harness 
classes taking place on the other side. 

It has been fascinating to watch the changes 
over those years. At first, they were all 
Australian Teamsters, with nearly all being 
ridden, except the youngsters, and good 
harness classes also. The Geelong Donkey 

Derby had a senior and a junior race, usually 
with 6 or 7 donkeys taking part in both, with 
different jockeys, a coveted class amongst my 
young pony club friends for the junior race. 
This race had to be dropped due to a lack of 
ridden donkeys attending the last few years. 
Then we had some English/Irish donkeys 
come along as well, then some part-
mammoths appearing, and then gradually the 
miniatures became the most numerous for 
quite a few shows. This year all were 
represented, but only one ridden and no 
harness entries. We are grateful that the 
Royal Geelong Show Committee are still 
happy to have the classes and allow me to 
adapt them to the changing needs. 

Complete Results: 

JUDGE   Jan Murray 
Sponsors NRG Products, Fiona Nelson 
 
BEST TURNED-OUT DONKEY OR MULE & 
HANDLER 
 
1  Possum  Nina Sampson       
2  Western Downs Montana Kim Dalton 
3 Pedro   Bek Hookem 
4 Bertie   Georgia Reed 
5 Apache  Ross Simmonds  
6 Sandy   Steve Sampson  
 
JUNIOR HANDLER UNDER 16 YRS 
 
1 Bailey Ebyvane  Possum  
=2 Grace Carbery  Sandy  
=2 Holly Ebyvane  Pedro 
 
LEADING REIN DONKEY OR HYBRID 
 
1 Possum   Nina Sampson 
2  Sandy  Nina Sampson 
 
LED MINIATURE JENNY 2YRS AND OVER 
 



Brayings                                                                                              November 2022 

10 
 

1 Western Downs Phoenix    Kim Dalton
  
CHAMPION MINIATURE DONKEY     
Western Downs Phoenix   Kim Dalton 

 
 
LED ENGLISH/IRISH TYPE DONKEY 2YRS AND 
OVER  
 
1 Western Downs Montana Kim Dalton 
2 Sandy   Nina Sampson 
 
CHAMPION ENGLISH/IRISH TYPE DONKEY 
Western Downs Montana   Kim Dalton  
 

 
 
RESERVE CHAMPION ENGLISH/IRISH TYPE 
DONKEY       
Sandy      Nina Sampson 

 
LED AUSTRALIAN TYPE JENNY  2YRS AND 
OVER  
 
1 Floss  Michelle Fruin 
 
CHAMPION AUSTRALIAN TYPE DONKEY      
Floss      Michelle Fruin 
 
LED MAMMOTH OR PART MAMMOTH JENNY 
2YRS AND OVER 
 
1 Wendanjo Susannah Chase Day 
 
CHAMPION MAMMOTH / PART MAMMOTH 
DONKEY    
Wendanjo Susannah   Chase Day 

 
 
SUPREME CHAMPION DONKEY     
Floss    Michelle Fruin 
 
LED MULE/HINNY UNDER 12HH 
 
1 Bertie   Tanya Carbery 
2 Pedro   Tanya Carbery 
3 Apache  Tanya Carbery 
4 Possum  Nina Sampson 
 
CHAMPION MULE OR HINNY   
Bertie     Tanya Carbery 
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RESERVE CHAMPION MULE OR HINNY   
 Pedro   Tanya Carbery 
 
DONKEY ALL BREEDS SOCIETY OF AUSTRALIA 
REG.  LED 
 
1 Western Downs Montana   Kim Dalton 
 
LED BROKEN COLOURED DONKEY OR MULE 
 
1 Floss   Michelle Fruin 
2 Western Downs Montana  Kim Dalton 
3 Pedro   Tanya Carbery 
4 Apache  Tanya Carbery 
 
OBSTACLE COURSE LED NOVICE  
 
1 Apache   Tanya Carbery 
2 Floss   Michelle Fruin 
3 Sandy  Nina Sampson  
4 Pedro  Tanya Carbery 
5 Bertie  Tanya Carbery 
 
OBSTACLE COURSE LED OPEN 
 
1 Possum   Nina Sampson 
2 Western Downs Montana  Kim Dalton 
 
OBSTACLE COURSE RIDDEN       
1 Wendanjo Susannah   Chase Day 
 
STANDING JUMP DONKEY 

 
1 Western Downs Montana Kim Dalton 
2 Floss     Michelle Fruin 
 
STANDING JUMP MULES 
 
1 Possum  Nina Sampson 

 
 
2 Bertie  Tanya Carbery 
3 Apache Tanya Carbery 
4 Pedro  Tanya Carbery 
 
LONG REINING 
 
1 Possum   Nina Sampson 
 
FANCY DRESS   
 
1 Wendanjo Susannah   Chase Day     
(14th century outfit) 

 
 
2 Pedro       Grace Carbery 
(Clown) 
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3 Apache                     Jye Carbery     
(Bogan) 

 

 
4 Possum                          Nina Sampson  
(Harry Potter and Prof. McGonagall) 
 
 
CHAMPION PERFORMANCE DONKEY   
Floss      Michelle Fruin  
 
RESERVE CHAMPION PERFORMANCE DONKEY 
Western Downs Montana     Kim Dalton  
 
CHAMPION PERFORMANCE MULE    
Possum     Nina Sampson 
 
RESERVE CHAMPION PERFORMANCE MULE   
Apache    Tanya Carbery 
 
ENCOURAGEMENT AWARD     Grace Carbery 

 

Guardian Donkeys - Pros and Cons 
By Jan Dohner 

 

Although used less commonly than dogs or 
llamas, here is one more possible livestock 

guardian animal – a guard donkey. A donkey 
chosen as a guardian should be standard-sized 
or larger. It is not appropriate to use a 
miniature donkey as a guardian against dogs 
or coyotes since he would be so vulnerable 
himself. Standard sized donkeys tend to weigh 
400 to 500 pounds and stand 36 to 48 inches 
at the withers. Larger donkeys, such as 
Spanish Jacks or Mammoth Jacks, are horse 
sized. Both gelded males and female donkeys, 
or jennies, are suitable as guardians. Intact 
males can exhibit aggressive behaviour 
toward other stock and may be much more 
difficult to handle. A single donkey is more 
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likely to socialize with your other animals, 
although some owners use a jenny with a foal.  
A foal raised in this way should make an 
excellent guardian itself when it is grown. A 
young donkey or a weanling may bond well 
with stock but will not be able to defend 
himself or others until it is older.  A young 
donkey may also attempt to play with its 
companions, which will become a serious 
problem when the donkey is eventually much 
bigger than its pasture mates. A three-year-
old donkey will have outgrown much of his 
youthful playfulness. 

Pros 

While donkeys are less social than llamas, 
over several weeks they will generally come 
to associate with your other animals. 
Successful guard donkey users advise that you 
create a small corral for the donkey in the 
sheep pen where they can all become 
acquainted with each other over time before 
placing them together in a pasture situation. 
Donkeys do tend to become territorial 
although they do not patrol their area. They 
are an especially alert grazing animal with 
very good hearing and a wider field of vision 
than horses. They also tend to be less spooky 
or flighty and more likely to stand their 
ground than horses.  If the donkey brays 
loudly at threats, this may discourage 
predators as well.    

Donkeys are naturally aggressive to canines 
and this behaviour will extend itself to their 
pasture mates. Donkeys are not purposefully 
protective of stock but are either reacting to a 
threat in their territory or behaving as a 
maternal jenny. Donkeys make acceptable 
guardians of sheep, goats, and calves. Often 
the sheep or goats come to see the larger 
donkey as protective and will gather near it if 
they perceive a threat. Donkeys can protect 
against a single fox, coyote, roaming dog and 
possibly a bobcat.   

Donkeys who do attack a predator will be very 
aggressive, using their teeth and hooves. They 
may bray loudly. They will charge the threat 
and attempt to chase it away. If they confront 
the predator, they will attempt to bite at the 
neck, back, chest or buttocks. They may slash 
out with their hooves or turn and kick the 
predator. Experienced owners strongly 
suggest you do not attempt to stop a donkey 
that is charging or attacking and that 
afterwards, you allow the donkey to calm 
down before approaching it.   

Unlike a livestock guard dog, donkey will have 
similar maintenance and feeding 
requirements with its pasture mates, although 
they may need a taller shelter. Donkeys are 
natives of desert areas and lack the protective 
undercoat of horses. They definitely need 
shelter from rain and snow. Do not give 
donkeys access to Rumensin, urea or other 
feeds and supplements only intended for 
ruminants. Donkeys also need trace mineral 
salt, not the white salt eaten by sheep or goat.  
Donkeys will also drink more water than 
sheep or goats.   

Donkeys respect the same fencing as sheep, 
goats, or calves, although donkeys will chew 
on wooden fences or posts.   

Donkeys are extremely long-lived, with a life 
span of thirty years or more. They are also 
relatively inexpensive, although experienced 
guard donkeys will cost more.   

Donkeys generally have a calm temperament 
and pose little threat to neighbour’s or farm 
visitors. Unlike dogs, donkeys don’t roam, dig, 
or bark.   

If you are comfortable with horses and horse 
care, a donkey is not very different to feed, 
care for, and handle.  However, if you are not 
familiar with equines, you should enlist the 
help of an experienced person to help you 
select your donkey and teach you to care for 
it. Do not purchase an unmanageable donkey. 
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Not only does the donkey require regular 
medical and hoof care, you need to be safe 
when moving among your stock and handling 
the donkey.   

Donkeys can be used in pasture settings when 
other forms of predator control are used, such 
as poisons or traps.  

Cons 

Not all donkeys will confront canines, 
choosing to flee instead. Some donkeys will 
ignore threats to the other animals in their 
pasture and only react if they themselves are 
threatened. It is difficult to test a potential 
donkey for his guardian tendencies. Some 
users will place a prospective guard donkey in 
a small corral and introduce a strange dog, 
taking great care that the dog is safe from 
harm.  

Donkeys may not alert to familiar dogs at all.   

Donkeys cannot deal with multiple canine 
attackers or against wolves, bears, feral hogs, 
or mountain lions. Donkeys also don’t 
typically protect against small predators, such 
as raccoons, or against large birds.   

Donkeys may not alert you to threats, so that 
you may be unaware of situations in your 
pastures.  On the other hand, some donkeys 
bray a great deal, which may irritate your 
neighbours. Donkeys will bray if they are 
lonely or if you have conditioned them to 
receive attention or a treat when they see 
you. Expect some braying when you first bring 
a donkey home.   

Donkeys will have difficulty guarding widely 
scattered sheep or goats and very large 
pastures with rough terrain or heavy brush or 
trees.   

Guard donkeys may not accept herding or 
livestock guard dogs and may pose a threat 
against family pets, as well.   

Some donkeys will harass other livestock and 
they may cause injuries. They may also 
interfere in the breeding or birthing process. 
Exercise caution placing a donkey together 
with ewes and their lambs unless you are 
certain of his behaviour. It may be necessary 
to remove a guard donkey from his flock at 
this time.  

Jan Dohner is an author and researcher with a 
passion for historic livestock breeds, livestock 
guardians, working farm dogs, and non-lethal 
predator control. Jan lives on her family farm 
and has 40 years of hands-on experience with 
the use of livestock guardian dogs for predator 
control.  

To find out more about Jan and her work, visit 
https://www.jandohner.com/home 

 

 

 

https://www.jandohner.com/home


Brayings                                                                                              November 2022 

15 
 

The Plains Speaking 
Activities of Gippsland Asstrax Members. 

Compiled by Jennifer McNab: photos from 
Sharyn Jackson Photography, Hilary 
Dortmans, Jennifer McNab, Tracey Brand, 
Peter McNab. 

The weather has been against us for getting 
out and about, but we have got together for 
several social lunches. 

In August we a social lunch at Lownthwaite 
and planned for the markets at Glengarry and 
Yarragon. Ann, Graham, Hilary, Tracey, Jenny, 
and Peter completed all the paperwork and 
did a risk assessment for the events. 
September Asstrax was another social lunch 
again at Lownthwaite. Ann and Graham, 
Hilary, Jenny, and Peter enjoyed Ann’s Thai 
Green Curry Broccoli soup with Jenny’s 
homemade gluten free flatbread. We 
completed the planning for the Market days. 

Hilary has started the foaling season with a 
beautiful jennet foal, Eaglehawk Morwenna. 
Her dam is Eaglehawk Imogen and sire 
Eaglehawk Phoenix. Hilary managed to 
capture some wonder photos of the event, in 
particular Imogen’s reaction to her new-born. 
Tracey is still waiting for her girls to foal. 

Eaglehawk Morwenna 

Eaglehawk Morwenna 

September Market Day at Glengarry. This was 
one of the few weekends with a fine day, 
although windy. It took 4 people to erect the 
gazebo and to keep everything in place. 
Jackston and Duncan drew a lot of attention 
and behaved very well. We sold a few items, 
received some nice donations, answered a lot 
of questions, and generally did a lot of 
‘donkey talk’. 
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Our October social lunch was at Ardock, with 
Ann, Graham, Tracey, Peter, and Jenny. Most 
of our talk is about the wet and mud and 
coping with all the feed that is growing. Ann 
took Tracey and Jenny on a walk around the 
paddocks to talk to all the donkeys and 
horses. Young Southern Sky’s Chantilly Lace is 
growing rapidly: 

 

Three young mammoths, Lownthwaite 
Archer, Wombalyn Rise Calypso and 
Wombalyn Rise Luna have secured a great 
donkey home and have gone together to 
NSW. It was lovely to see them go as a group 
to start their new life. Hopefully, we will see 
some beautiful mammoth foals from them in 
the future. 

Saying goodbye to Archer 

Luna, Archer, and Calypso arrive safely at 
their new home 

October has seen heavy rain and much of 
Victoria go under water. We feel for those 
people and animals and send our best wishes 
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as they struggle through these hard times. In 
Gippsland it is very wet and with surface 
water in many areas. We look forward to 
some sunshine and dry paddocks. 

Bass Coast Show, Wonthaggi has again 
included donkey and mule classes. We hope 
that this will be well supported 

 

Pat’s Corner  
Advice from Life Member, Harness Driver and former Rider and Breeder Pat Streefkerk.  
 
So, you have a new foal, or a young donkey. They can be very playful, and it is very tempting to treat them like 
a puppy and play games, such as chasing each other, with them. Or particularly with small size ones to pick 
them up often. This is not a good idea. Certainly, if you have a new foal, it is ideal, once bonded to Mum, to 
handle them, pick feet up etc and accustom them to things you will do in future care and handling. The same 
can be done with any new young donkey. But this should always be done with care that they learn to respect 
your personal space, and some discipline. Such things as kicking, jumping up on you, chasing, pushing, and 
biting should be firmly but quietly discouraged. Mostly just a firm 'NO' and maybe a push away will suffice, just 
your tone of voice can have a great effect on them. It may seem cute when they are babies, but is anything 
but cute, and can cause injuries, when an adult donkey has no respect for people. Often just your voice and a 
rub or scratch in one of their favourite places is all the reward needed when they are being co-operative, it is a 
good idea to give treats such as pieces of carrots or apple in a bowl or small bucket, so that they do not learn 
to grab things from your hand, particularly when children are involved. Treat your donkey kindly, and show 
respect, and expect the same from them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boy with donkey on the sofa, England, Great Britain 
imageBROKER / Alamy Stock Photo 
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Welcome to new and returning Members 
• Kate Grossek, Lang Lang, Victoria 

 
• Holli Furletti, Seymour, Victoria 

 
• Maria Auhl, Preston, Victoria 

 
• Our new members from South Australia: Barry Chave, Margaret Reichardt, Michelle Morcombe, 

Evelyn Hay and Valmai Douglass, Ken and Peggy Moyse, Barbara Day-Brinkley and Peter Young, 
Elspeth and Peter Morgan, Graham and Robyn Day, Rebecca and Lee Ballantyne, Sonya and Lincoln 
Little, Ann and Jim Franklin-McEvoy, Kerryn Nixon, Peter and Lyn Shea, Molly Wakely, Sandra 
Fletcher, Liz Wilhelm, Kay Johnston, Leanne Christie and Andrew Dawe, Kristin and Paul Adkins, 
Jacinta Dickens, Elaine and Stewart Knubley, Amy Eatts, Natalie & Ryan McMillan, Gillian and Keith 
Emmerson 
 

• Pablo Alvorado, Brunswick, Victoria: Our new member, Pablo Alvorado, fell in love with donkeys on a 
visit to Mexico. One of his friends gave him a membership of the Donkey Society of Victoria as a 
present because of this. Pablo lives in Melbourne and hopes to eventually retire and have a couple of 
donkeys. He is looking forward to receiving Brayings and Donkey Digest, and hopefully will be able to 
meet up with other members and their donkeys when there are events held, starting with Geelong 
Show on Oct.16  
 

• Gail Atkinson and Cindy Connelly, Buckley, Victoria 
 

• Terence McNally, Aspendale, Victoria: Terry is turning 8 years old and getting this as a birthday 
present. His favourite toy is a donkey and he just loves donkeys so much.  

 
• Penny Smith, Bookaar, Victoria: Welcome to new member Penny Smith of Bookaar in Victoria.  Penny 

is an Olympic Trap Shooter and is frequently away competing internationally.  Her mother Kim, who 
grew up with horses and a donkey, told us a little about her interest in donkeys. They presently have 
two miniatures at home on the family farm and plan to extend the herd.  We look forward to hearing 
more from Penny in the future. See Page 7 for more information and photos. 

 
• Marieke Van Der Aar, Cranbourne South, Victoria: Welcome to our new member Marieke Van Der 

Aar, who has recently bought 2 donkeys, a pregnant jenny, and a jack, who will be gelded shortly. The 
girl's name is Max (for Maxine) and the boy's name is Morris. Her daughters named them after their 
favourite ride in a fun park in the Netherlands :) the Max & Morris ride. These donkeys were 
previously used as sheep guards and are quiet, but now getting lots of care for overgrown hooves and 
general handling by Marieke and her husband. They are fortunate to have found a vet with lots of 
donkey experience to help them. They found the Society on the internet and joined to help them take 
good care of their donkeys and are looking forward to being able to attend any events to be held in 
the future. 
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Donkey Entertainment 
Dot to Dot Donkey: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sam Lloyd’s Trick Donkey: 

The objective of the puzzle is to cut out and arrange the three pieces (the two donkeys and the riders) so 
the riders are riding the donkeys. 
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