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Front cover photo – Ann and Spring Gully Smokey at 
Oz Trek 

Back cover – Ruffy Enduro – Yurrah UpsaDaisy 
trotting a cool down lap on Day 2  

Contributions for publication in Brayings are 
extremely welcome!  

Please send your news and photographs to Editor 
Chase Day preferably by email to 
donkey@hmdp.com 

If you do not have access to email, you can post your 
contribution to Chase Day, PO Box 490, Ballan VIC 
3342 
 
Submissions may be subject to editing. 
 
Disclaimer 
The information and opinions expressed in this 
newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
Donkey Society of Victoria (DSV) or the Editor. While 
reasonable care is taken on our behalf the DSV takes 
no responsibility for any errors or omissions in 
information in this newsletter. Readers are advised to 
get professional advice where required.  
 
Brayings is the official quarterly newsletter of the 
Donkey Society of Victoria Inc., ABN 82 148 300 307, 
Registration no. A0000117Z (www.donkey.org.au), a 
member of the Affiliated Donkey Societies of 
Australia. 

Brayings is printed by Larkin Printers Leongatha 

Editorial 
It was lovely to celebrate the 50th Anniversary with 
many of our members, I am only disappointed that I 
was so busy enjoying myself, I forgot to take any 
photos. Whoops. 
 
I know that it is cold and gross,  but showing season 
is just around the corner so I hope our article on 
showing inspires you to start getting your donkeys 
into tiptop shape! We are also excited to have 
several expos coming up where we can start 
educating people about long ears. Hopefully we will 
see some of you there. 
 
 
Chase Day 

Can we help you? 
  
Committee email: donkeyinfo@donkey.org.au 
 
President and Web Manager 
Keith Day 
GORDON 
Ph 0434 246967  
Email: keith@hyphen8.com.au 
 
Vice President and Merchandise Officer 
Benjamin Harris 
WOODVALE 
Ph 0439 389843 
Email: ben.harris245@gmail.com 
 
Secretary and Facebook  
Ruth Walker 
2 Downie Rd, WOODVALE, 3556  
Ph 0409 606306  
Email: donkeysocvic@gmail.com  
 
Treasure and Brayings Editor 
Chase Day 
GORDON 
Ph 0411 335738 
Email: donkey@hmdp.com 
 
Committee Members 
Leanne Davey 
PEARCEDALE  
Email: skyepark2000@gmail.com 
 
Ann Berrett – Welfare Officer 
TOONGABBIE 
Email: annber2016@outlook.com 
 
Chris Scott 
STRATHMERTON 
Email: chrisscott4@bigpond.com 
 
Membership Administrator 
Peter McNab 
1713 Cairnbrook Road, GLENGARRY 
PH 0407 485032  
Email: membership.dsv@gmail.com 
 
ADSA Registration 
https://www.donkeysadsa.org/registration 
Kerri Haynes-Lovell – Registrar 
104 Luthers Road, HALFWAY CREEK, NSW 2460.  
Email – lotsodogs@iinet.net.au 
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Letter from a Life Member 
Many thanks to the Committee for recognising the 50th Anniversary of the formation of the Society. 

It was great to find such a wonderful issue of “Brayings” in the mail – it still sits on the coffee table where I can 
dip into it from time to time – so many memories of past times, and wonderful to know that those people who 
were there in the very early days – some of whom are still members - have been recognised for their efforts.  
Without their hard work we would not have the flourishing Society we have today.  Thanks to “Brayings” 
editor, Chase Day, for putting together an edition so full of memories. 

It was good to catch up with old friends at the Grace Darling, and to meet one or two new people who had 
previously just been “names” in Brayings.  Who knew that those of us who served on the Committee from 
time to time, and who chewed their way through boxes of Minties would still be enjoying them so many years 
later. 

My “40 Years Membership” certificate was very much appreciated. 

Thanks again Committee! 

Jo Bond 
Life Member 

Committee Business 
• Organising AGM 
• Planning for Equitana and other Donkey displays 
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Assignations 

 
DSV Stall at Central Victorian Equine Market 

Saturday 27th August 2022, 10 am – 3 pm 
Lancefield Park, Park Street, Lancefield 

 
 

Donkey Conformation Talk with Helen Robertson 
Via Zoom 

Friday 14th October at 7 pm 
Check your email for the Zoom meeting link 

 
 

Donkey Classes at Geelong Royal Show 
Sunday 16th October 

Led, ridden, activity and driven classes 
Donkeys and hybrids welcome 

Contact – Pat Streefkerk – 0409 962660 
 
 

DSV Display in Breeder’s Village at Equitana 
10th – 13th November  

If you are interested in volunteering on our stall contact donkeysocvic@gmail.com 
If you are visiting Equitana, please stop in and say Hi 

 
 

Asstrax 
Contact Ann Berrett – annber2016@outlook.com 

 

 
Assabouts 

Contact Fiona Mottram – 0447 343 665 (text preferred) or email honkydonkherd@gmail.com 
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Working with mules 
By Kelly Dudley, K Ranch Mules
 

Kelly and Muley 

People often ask what it’s like to work with a 
mule and the answer to that is a mule can’t be 
rushed. From my own experience horses are 
very accepting at being started under saddle 
and harness, where as a mule will question 
everything you ask them to do. They are very 
similar to donkeys as quiet observers and 
don’t give too much away.  

My first mule I ever purchased was a young 
mule. I assumed a mule would be the same as 

a horse to start under saddle, and that it 
would be a piece of cake, but boy was I 
wrong. I think I took 4 steps backwards and 1 
step forward for everything I asked of this 
mule.  

It would have taken me a solid 6 months to 
having him going under saddle. Of course, 
plenty of miles, wet saddle blankets and time 
spent at the tree of knowledge have made 
this mule into my best one so far. Looking 
back, I would have to thank this mule for 
teaching me the art of patience and 
understanding the mind of the mule.  

A good piece written by Terry Wagner:  

“Mules have a tendency to become very 
attached to a good home. Just like people, if a 
home is dysfunctional and constantly in an 
uproar, people don't want to hang out there 
very often. Same thing with a mule; if they 
like their surroundings and the folks who care 
for them, they get really attached to their 
home. When a mule is sold from a home they 
like this really upsets their apple cart. You may 
claim the mule by right of purchase but you 
did it without the permission of the mule. 
He/she doesn't understand money and a bill 
of sale. You may own the mule by right of sale 
and possession, but the mule is not really 
yours till he/she decides to let that happen.” 

A mule I recently purchased came from a 
wonderful home and the change really did 
upset his apple cart. When he arrived, he was 
physically here but his mind was still at his old 
farm. If you had let him out, he probably 
would have marched all the way back home.  

Mules require time and patience to adjust to 
their new homes. Sometimes it can take a few 
weeks or a few months until a new mule 
realises it’s new home is a good home.  
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The key with new mules is to work with them 
in short stints and make each lesson a positive 
experience. I’ve found having a routine and 
repetition goes along way when working with 
mule.  

It would be lovely if they all came with a how 
to ride guide. 

Kelly and Muley 

 

K Ranch offers: 
*Mule breeding and training 
*Bloodhound dogs 
*Belted Galloway Cattle 
Follow us on our other platforms  
Tik Tok: @kellydudley92 
Instagram: @kellydudley92 
Facebook: @KMuleRanch 
 

Hyperlipaemia 
From XLequine,  photos from The Donkey Sanctuary

From the Editor – we have all heard the catch 
word of Hyperlipaemia, and to avoid it, but 
what is it? Basically, it is a disease that occurs 
when occurs when a donkey does not eat 
enough. In order to create an emergency 
source, triglycerides (a type of fat called a 
lipid) are released from the donkey’s fat 
reserves to be turned to glucose for energy by 
the liver, if too much builds up this can result 
in organ failure as this lipid is deposited in the 
liver and kidneys. 

Donkeys (and small pony breeds) are at 
particularly high risk of developing 
hyperlipaemia - abnormally high levels of 
triglycerides (fat) circulating within the blood. 
This occurs when the body’s energy supplies 

are limited (e.g. off feed) or nutritional 
demands are increased (e.g. pregnancy, 
disease) coupled with a metabolic 
abnormality called insulin resistance (donkeys 
are inherently insulin resistant). 
Hyperlipaemia can be a primary condition or 
secondary to anything which causes a donkey 
to go off its food.  

Hyperlipaemia is associated with a high 
mortality (death) rate due to organ failure and 
therefore recognition of ‘at risk’ animals is 
essential. Prompt and aggressive intensive 
care treatment of affected animals is essential 
to optimise their chances of survival. 
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Clinical Signs: 
• refusal of feed, depression and 

lethargy; 
• mucus-covered, dry faecal balls; 

 
 

• Halitosis (bad breath); 
• congestion and reddening of the 

mucous membranes (gums) and 
• increased heart and respiratory rates 

as the condition progresses; 
• unsteadiness on the feet followed by 

collapse and death (due to organ 
failure); 

The clinical presentation may be complicated 
by signs associated with other diseases such 
as liver or kidney failure. 

Diagnosis: 
A proportion of hyperlipaemia cases have 
characteristically cloudy blood samples due to 
high triglyceride (fat) levels in the circulation. 
Blood analysis should be performed in all 
cases to assess the severity of the disease and 
should also be used to assess organ (liver and 
kidney) function, hydration status, metabolic 
disease and white blood cell counts. 
 

 

 
Treatment: 

• Any underlying illness or disease 
should also be treated.  

• Reduce energy demands and stress: 
Keep companions close by, wean foals 
from lactating mares.  

• Nutritional support: All donkeys 
should be offered highly palatable, 
high energy feeds including freshly cut 
grass. Feeding together with 
drenching with glucose solution (100g 
glucose powder) 3-4 times daily may 
be sufficient to correct mildly affected 
cases. More severely affected cases 
and those refusing feed need to be 
fed via a stomach tube passed up the 
nose and into the stomach, using a 
combination of warm water, 
electrolytes, glucose powder, and 
Ready Brek®.  

• Fluid therapy either by stomach tube 
or, in the more severely affected 
cases, by intravenous drip is 
important to maintain hydration.  

• Anti-inflammatory medication, anti-
ulcer medication, multivitamins and 
anabolic steroids may also be given 
dependent upon the individual case. 

 
Prevention: 
Prevention is certainly better than cure. Be 
aware of the risk factors and take steps to 
ensure that these are minimised or avoided 
where possible e.g. keep up to date with 
preventative dentistry treatments, manage 
gradual weight loss for obese donkeys and 
ensure that the correct type and quantity of 
feed is being provided. 
 
Risk factors for Hyperlipaemia are -  
another underlying disease (e.g. Cushing’s 
disease), rapid weight loss, dental disease,  
increasing age (hyperlipaemia is uncommon in 
donkeys < 18 months), stress (e.g. transport, 
management changes or separation anxiety),  
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feeding concentrates, pregnancy and 
lactation, obesity, cardboard bedding. 
 
Key Points: 

• Hyperlipaemia is associated with a 
high mortality rate and therefore 
early recognition is essential.  

• It occurs when the body’s energy 
supplies are limited or nutritional 
demands are increased, coupled with 
insulin resistance (donkeys and ponies 
are inherently insulin-resistant). 

• Any donkey that goes off their feed 
and is dull and lethargic should be 
assessed for hyperlipaemia. 

• Risk factors include obesity, stress, 
increasing age, gender (mares more 
susceptible), pregnancy & lactation, 
concurrent disease. 

• Treatment should be rapidly 
instigated. Mildly affected cases may 
be managed with feed and oral 
drenches. More severe cases may 
require intensive care, including 
feeding via a stomach tube and 
intravenous fluids. 

 

Preparing a donkey for showing 
From the Donkey Breed Society (UK) 

Grooming is the secret to a shiny healthy coat 
and will go a long way towards helping you 
win a first place rosette!  Given that many 
shows take place long before any self-
respecting donkeys is thinking about shedding 
last year’s winter woollies, one can hasten the 
departure of a winter coat by judicious 
rugging from January (June in Australia! – Ed) 
onwards and one can extend the time in a 
summer coat by rugging in late summer. 
Action will need to be taken to prune the 
verdant growth of hair that will have sprouted 
from manes, tails, ears and under jawlines, 
but not so drastically that your donkeys looks 
shorn!  If scissors are used, they should have 
rounded ends and the longer the blade, the 
easier it is to get a smooth appearance but 
they are not essential, there are many 
experience exhibitors who favour cordless 
dog/human clippers and stripping combs that 
use protected razor blades to cut the hairs. 
 
Jawline 
Gentle trimming of the long hair under the 
chin and up into the jowls will improve the 
look of your donkey’s head no end, although 

care needs to be taken to get a smooth 
outline. 
 
Mane 
Separate the grey or brown hairs growing up 
from the neck from the black or darker mane 
hairs. Start at the withers, trim the paler hair 
on either side of the mane without cutting too 
close to the skin, create a slight curve in the 
hair over the middle third of the crest.  When 
both sides are evenly shortened, cut the mane 
hairs to your chosen length by holding a 
section of hairs between your index and 
second fingers and trimming across the excess 
hair. Finally, if you like the headpiece of your 
bridle or head collar to sit flat without 
squashing any mane hair, trim out a section 
close to the skin, just behind the ears. 
 
Ears 
Many donkeys dislike having their ears 
touched let alone trimmed, however patience 
is rewarded by time spent softly stroking both 
ears from base to tip.  To trim, gently tease 
inner ear hair forwards and by cupping the ear 
edges together and cutting towards the tips 
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for the hair to be trimmed off level with the 
edges, then trim any excess hair from around 
the ear edges. 
 
Tail 
De-tangling with your fingers rather than 
raking through the long hairs with the curry 
comb, this will preserve the tassel.  Trim to 
about four inches below the hocks. Don’t be 
tempted to just scissor straight across the 
bottom as it hangs but place your arm under 
the tail close to the body thus lifting the tail 
slightly cutting at a slight downward angle.  
Trim the top section of the tail removing the 
stubby short hairs right up to the root of the 
tail. 
 
Hooves & Lower Legs 
Most donkeys have very little in the way of 
feathers, but a hoof can look very much 
neater if you gently trim away any long hair 
that grows down over the face of the hoof 
creating a nice, neat line. Unless you are 
extremely skilled with scissors or clippers 
leave legs well alone, allow the winter growth 
to fall out naturally. 
 
Tummy Hair 
Will fall out in due course, especially if you 
groom every day. Trimming it off with scissors 
or clippers is unwise due to scissor marks. In 
fact, where young animals are concerned the 
presence of long tummy hair can enhance 
their conformation as it gives an appearance 
of depth to the body that may not actually be 
the case. 

Pat Streefkerk and Wendanjo Serena 

Grawood Fantasy (Hazel Knight) 

Chase Day and Joy’s Blue Betty 
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Safe Trees and Shrubs for Donkeys 
From the Donkey Sanctuary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offering your donkeys access to safe trees and 
shrubs is a great way of supplementing their 
diet with fibre as well as providing mental 
stimulation. 

Donkeys (like other equines) are mixed 
feeders, meaning that they will browse for 
tasty leaves and branches in trees, shrubs and 
hedgerows as well as graze. You may also find 
that giving your donkeys some fresh branches 
to chew on helps stop them chewing your 
fences and stables. 

Branches and small logs 

Branches or small logs can be cut and placed 
(with bark and leaves on) in the enclosure. As 
with any new toy/boredom breaker the 
novelty can wear off so branches are best 
removed and replaced once the donkeys have 
stripped them. Care should be taken when 
introducing anything new to your donkeys, 
and this is no exception. Just introduce one 
log to start with giving them time to get used 
to it and ensure no fighting is occurring over 
the new branch, if there is provide another 
log to avoid confrontations. 

Recommended tree and shrub species: 

• Alder 
• Birch 
• Blackberry 
• Blackthorn 
• Dogrose 
• Dogwood 
• Gorse 
• Hawthorn 
• Hazel 
• Heather 
• Quickthorn 
• Poplar 
• Raspberry 
• Sweet briar rose or rosa rugosa 
• Willow (limited quantities). 

Access to hedgerows or cut branches provides 
not only a source of food but also mental 
stimulation as the donkeys indulge in a more 
natural style of feeding. Taking time to select, 
grasp and chew their food is the opposite to 
‘bolting’ a meal in a bucket and means more 
time spent in the pleasant occupation of 
foraging every day. 



Brayings                                                                                                     August 2022 

11 
 

The forage tree 

If resources allow you may like to go one step 
further and consider planting donkey friendly 
shrubs and trees to create hedgerow 
browsing areas. The concept of providing 
trees as a food source or ‘forage tree’ has 
been used with other livestock, but is fairly 
new to donkeys, mules, horses and ponies. 
More commonly donkey owners will be 
familiar with the fact that their donkeys LOVE 
browsing the hedgerow! Thick hedging and 
overhead trees can also provide a degree of 
shelter from the sun and wind, although due 
to the low levels of grease in a donkey’s coat 
they should never be left out in wet weather 
without a field shelter. 

We’re not really sure what it is about 
browsing a hedgerow that really gets donkeys 
going, whether it’s the different eating 
heights, the choice of new shoots or woody 
branches or the variety of tastes and textures. 

Benefits of forage trees and shrubs: 

• Variety of diet 
• Variety of feeding heights 
• Provision of macro (particularly fibre) 

and micronutrients (dependent upon 
species) 

• Shelter from the weather 
• Conservation of soil 
• Natural habitat for wildlife 
• Mental stimulation 
• Natural feeding system. 

Planning and planting 

Planting or re-establishing a hedgerow can 
take some time. Young plants will need to be 
protected until their roots are established, 
and may take up to 5 years to grow into a 
recognisable hedge. It is always advisable to 
plant more than is necessary as some younger 
plants will die or be eaten by wildlife. If you 
are thinking of establishing a new hedgerow 
contact your local tree warden via the local 

council or tree council as they will be able to 
advise you on suitable species for your area 
and may even have funding available. Autumn 
is generally the best time of year for 
undertaking this sort of project. 

Faster growing shrubs such as gorse and 
heather may be used to plant up a corner of a 
paddock to provide some variation to diet and 
environment. Donkeys are perfectly able to 
browse gorse, avoiding the spiky spines and 
instead stripping the branches and eating the 
leaves and flowers. 

Trees and hedgerows are a natural part of our 
rural landscape and home to a multitude of 
wildlife including birds, small mammals and 
invertebrates. Hedgerows have been 
reintroduced over the last decade or so into 
our agricultural landscapes as their value in 
providing ‘wildlife corridors’ has been 
recognised. Their deep root systems, and 
mulch from fallen leaves is also important in 
preserving the landscape and preventing soil 
erosion. 

Poisonous plants and trees 

Free choice access to hedgerows or forage 
trees needs to be carefully considered and all 
plants identified before introducing your 
animals to any new grazing or woodland area. 
If you cannot identify the species yourself 
using a book then we recommend contacting 
a specialist to be sure. Avoid allowing donkeys 
to consume any plant that you cannot 
positively identify as safe. 

Trees that bear berries/fruit may need to be 
restricted in the autumn as your donkeys are 
at risk of colic if they gorge themselves on an 
abundance of fruit. Avoid allowing donkeys 
access to trees of the Prunus species (plum, 
cherry, almond, etc) as all parts of these 
trees can contain varying amounts of a toxic 
substance and the stones may also present a 
choke hazard. 
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Note from Editor – several handy resources 
are  ‘Plants Poisonous to Horses, An Australian 
Field Guide’ which can be downloaded via 
https://www.agrifutures.com.au/product/pla
nts-poisonous-to-horses-an-australian-field-
guide/  

And, 

The ‘Picture This’ plant identifier which is an 
app for mobile phones 

But please remember - if not completely 
confident about a plant, do not let your 
donkey eat it! 

 

 

Daisy Does Enduro 
Words and photos from Fiona Mottram 

Fiona and Daisy turning onto a sealed road off 
a dirt track on Day 2. 

In May this year, my Shetland-x 10:1hh mule 
Yurrah UpsaDaisy was the first mule ever to 
enter the Ruffy Mini Enduro, which (apart 
from Covid lockdowns), is organised annually 
by the Longwood Carriage Driving Club. Like 
the Southern Cross Harness Club (SCHC) which 
I attend monthly with my longears, Longwood 
Club is a member of the Australian Carriage 
Driving Society. (Longwood Club is also 
notable for including members of the Martin 
family including Rachel Haslau, who had 
Sentosa Donkey Stud in the Upper Yarra 
Valley and also owned a mule). Ruffy is a 
picturesque little settlement in the 

Strathbogie Ranges. It has a good recreation 
ground that is pleasant for camping and is 
well set up with horse yards plus water supply 
and wash bays. There are numerous circuit 
drives with plenty of hill work involved. 

The Ruffy Mini Enduro is a three-day, timed 
distance harness event covering a total of 
100km.  This event is a mini enduro because it 
doesn’t require distances of 80km daily! 
Equines compete in size classes. Small Pony 
included every kind of equine 12hh and 
under. There were large pony and horse 
sections too. Since I have never been to an 
Enduro, and because the animals have to be 
vetted before leaving, at the day’s halfway 
point/required rest stop, and on return to the 
finish line, I decided to try it out as a Pleasure 
Drive entry rather than a competitive one. 
The organising Secretary was very 
encouraging about Daisy coming. He’d met us 
in action at the 4-day Prostate Cancer 
Fundraising Harness Drive in January. Two 
other members from SCHC competed, also for 
the first time. From February to the event in 
May, we went harness driving weekly 
together, working up steadily to covering a 

https://www.agrifutures.com.au/product/plants-poisonous-to-horses-an-australian-field-guide/
https://www.agrifutures.com.au/product/plants-poisonous-to-horses-an-australian-field-guide/
https://www.agrifutures.com.au/product/plants-poisonous-to-horses-an-australian-field-guide/
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33km hilly route in progressively faster time. 
This training was done on the Great Southern 
Rail Trail, mainly between Loch and 
Korumburra due to the distance without gates 
in a safe place, with plenty of climbing, and a 
good surface under-hoof. 

After Ross and I set up camp, we walked 
across the oval to say hello to the other 
people sitting around a fire. It was bitterly 
cold. We introduced ourselves, and I 
mentioned that I was the person who had 
brought a mule. There was absolute silence. 
No one introduced themselves back to us 
apart from Rachel Haslau saying out of the 
dark (and from inside a lot of clothing layers 
including a hood and hat), hi and that she was 
there. After grabbing a bit of the BBQ food on 
offer, Ross and I returned to join my club 
friends who were practically sitting on a tiny 
fuel heater one had set up by the tents. 

Next morning, some people came strolling by 
to see the mule. I was right there in full view 
brushing Daisy before harnessing up. “This is 
my mule”, I said pointing to Daisy. “Oh no, 
that’s not a mule”, they exclaimed. “She’s too 
small!” Grinding my teeth somewhat, I 
explained how mules are made and how they 
can come in all sizes from mini to draught, 
depending on the parents. Amazingly, I had 
this conversation a few more times with other 
horse people at the event. While I understand 
that the general public are very ignorant 
about mules, I do expect horse people to 
know the basics about other equines. 
Obviously, I am mistaken! Happily, not one 
horse or pony at the event was upset by 
Daisy’s presence when we circled the arena 
warming up before departing each day. 
Hopefully that put another prejudice to rest. 

The first day’s pleasure drive was 
approximately 25km. Only a lady with a 
Shetland and myself with Daisy completed 
this whole distance. The two animals went 
well together as they had a similar pace. The 

others in the group turned back part way 
because their horses were tired or footsore. It 
was a pretty route, we did lots of brisk 
trotting, and returned in time for a late lunch 
back at the rec reserve. After watching my 
Club friends harnessing up in the dark, frosty 
conditions earlier in the morning, I was pretty 
pleased with myself for not taking the 
competitive option! Daisy was chockfull of 
beans, and we cantered back around the rec 
reserve on our return. I heard a few people 
comment about the length of her stride and 
her keenness as we passed them. Seemed 
reasonable to have a quiet smirk, I reckon! 

Saturday night dinner was superb. It was 
cooked and served in the reserve’s building by 
the Rec Reserve Committee and was excellent 
value for payment. Yay – a meal in a heated 
room. The organized entertainment was a 
bushranger quiz. Happily, the table with the 
SCHC people won the quiz. Less happily, the 
single prize was a large horse rug that only fit 
the big horse one of my friends had. Damn, I’d 
hoped for a big box of chocolates we could 
share. 

On Day two, everybody followed the enduro 
route – I think it was 28km that day. The 
Vetting Steward kindly agreed to let Daisy and 
me practice having her heart rate checked 
before departure and on return. Daisy would 
let me use the stethoscope on her but kept 
rearing and pulling away strongly every time 
the official tried to listen to her heartbeat. It 
clearly wasn’t safe to continue. The steward 
suggested that before I do enter a 
competition, I should get strangers to practice 
using the stethoscope on Daisy until she 
relaxed enough to allow a real official to do it. 
She also recommended that I buy a 
reasonable stethoscope to practice with, not 
to mention to keep in my equine medical kit. 
The steward even loaned me her spare 
stethoscope for the day so at least I did learn 
to hear the heartbeat and count it.  
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Daisy and I went out as a group with three of 
the other pleasure driving entries. Although 
the sun shone, it was very cold. I have never 
worn so many clothes in the cart and was also 
huddled under Daisy’s winter rug. I noticed 
that our group’s leader had changed to a fresh 
(and very large) horse for day 2. Hmm, that 
felt a bit unfair. We absolutely belted around 
the course, especially during the first half. 
Little Daisy cantered almost the entire 
distance to keep up with the pace of that 
trotting lead horse. The lead driver was 
surprised each time to turn around and find 
Daisy right behind her, even at the very end. 
Daisy also proved to be the calmest in our 
group going through water and crossing 
bridges and encountering traffic. I had to 
chuckle that this kind of mini mule can-do 
attitude got mentioned around the camp and 
earned Daisy some well-deserved respect. 
This outing was huge fun and was 
accompanied by excellent scenic views. There 
were also many large spectacular gumtrees 
and huge boulders in the paddocks and along 
roadsides.  

I am always interested to see how the mules 
and donkeys know when we are heading back 
to base and like to increase their pace on the 
last turn towards “home”, even though we 
are in a location they have never visited 
before, and the trip has been a circuit, so we 
are approaching from a different direction. I 
was absolutely thrilled how well Daisy did on 
Day 2. Because she had sweated a lot, I only 
let her trot and walk around the oval while 
cooling off. No hooning today. The woman 
with the big horse raced off ahead of us doing 
oval laps. I seriously don’t think she wanted 
her polished, clipped and well-bred tall animal 
to be seen coming back alongside the sweaty 
little mutt mule in its winter woolly coat, with 
muddy harness and seen-better-days cart. I 
was driving Daisy in hoof boots taped on 
firmly with bright, wide adhesive tape, so if 
one unfortunately came off, I could find it 

easily. This does give Daisy an odd appearance 
though. 

On day 3, Daisy said she was pooped right 
from the beginning of the warm-up lap 
around the oval. So, we went out by ourselves 
for a 12km doddle on flat ground at a walk, 
just to warm up her muscles and stop her 
seizing up. Again, I was glad that I hadn’t 
entered Daisy in the competition. My friend’s 
equines were totally stuffed on their return 
from the third day. In my opinion they looked 
dejected and dazed. I am glad that the 
competitive spirit was not there to push me to 
urge my precious animal to do more than it 
comfortably should. It’s just an event, not a 
life and death rescue. 

Daisy did end up with a couple of effusive 
admirers who could see the size of her 
spirited determination in such a diminutive, 
unusual and non-descript package. I just love 
her. 

Before we left the event, I was presented with 
a certificate of participation, plus a voucher 
entitling me to a decent discount off entry 
fees in the 2023 Ruffy Mini Enduro. I was 
congratulated for bringing along the first mule 
to the event. Think I’ll enter next year but 
beforehand will practice getting Daisy fit for 
three consecutive days of harness driving. 

Ruffy Training - Mules tethered at Fish Creek, 
L to R is Daisy, Milo and Molly 
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Ruffy Training at Loch – Fiona with Daisy, 
Cath Bateman holding Victor and Sarah 

McWilliam with Snoopy. 
Ruffy Training – Milo and Daisy

The Plains Speaking 
Activities of Gippsland Asstrax Members. 

Written by Jennifer McNab and Ann Berrett: 
photos from Ann Berrett, Hilary Dortmans, 
Peter McNab, Jan Murray, Pat Streefkerk. 

From Ann: Ardock Farm News April 2022 

Spring Gully Smokey and I participated in our 
local Harness Club OzTrek/Activity Day on 
Sunday April 24 hosted by the Eastern Victoria 
Pleasure Harness Club at the Maffra 
Recreation Reserve. We were listed No. 11 on 
the program and the last to start the event 
after lunch. I was rostered as a steward on 
Activity 7 of 7 in the morning. It was a full day 
for us both following a break for a couple of 
years of attending events (Covid restrictions). 
The driving schedule commenced with a 650 
metre walk within a given time frame, 
followed by a skills course consisting of seven 
activities and then the obstacle challenge 
consisting of twelve cones and 2 Marathon 
Obstacles. Each of the eleven drivers were 
invited to complete the course twice. My 
intention was only to drive the course once. 
Smokey was not fit after a long break and the 
good rainfall in the district meant the couch 
grass although mown was thick and the going 

heavy. Smokey is a 10hh 50% English Irish 
donkey gelding. On the day I wanted to drive 
Smokey in a sulky with 125cm wheelbase. This 
is the dimensions required for competition 
cones courses. The sulky also has a braking 
system so is heavier than the lighter sulky 
Smokey is usually driven in. For this reason, I 
did not ask for speed but focused on driving 
an accurate course. My plan went astray on a 
couple of occasions when Smokey’s GPS 
informed him that he really should be going 
right and not left as I asked.   

Editor – Ann and Smokey are featured on the 
front cover! 

From Jenny: Lownthwaite 

In May, the Berretts and McNabs got together 
for an outing. Ann and Graham took Southern 
Skys Carbonaro in the 4-wheeler while Peter 
and I took Heatherbrae Jackston. We did a 
large loop around Toongabbie and returned 
to Ardock via some dirt roads. Peter and I had 
been trying to get some kilometres up for 
Jackston in preparation for an Eastern Vic 
harness club trail drive coming up in June. 
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Heatherbrae Jackston and Jenny  

Southern Skys Carbonero with Ann and 
Graham 

At the end of May, Jan Murray and Pat 
Streefkerk made their way to visit several of 
us. Friday afternoon they arrived at Ardock to 
meet all of Ann and Graham’s lovelies. Hilary 
managed to drop in there too. I’m sure Jan 
was keen to re-acquaint with her home bred 
Spring Gully Smokey. On Saturday morning 
Peter and I met Pat and Jan in Heyfield and 
guided them up to Tracey and John’s 
Wombalyn Rise in the hills. We spent several 
hours wandering the paddocks meeting the 
donkeys and cobs. From there they came to 
Lownthwaite for a short visit and afternoon 
tea. Pat seemed pleased to catch up with 
Zahara Yclipse. It was a lovely couple of days 
of donkey talk and reminiscences. 

 

Windy Ridge Black Mariah, Jenny, Peter, 
Lownthwaite Archer and Jan Murray  

Everyone hanging out with Bramoth’s Izagora 

Jan Murray, Southern Skys Chantilly Lace, 
Hilary Dortmans, Awapuni Black Majora Maya, 

Southern Skys Shenendoah, Ann Berrett 

The scheduled day for the June Asstrax outing 
turned wet. Hilary and Ann came to 
Lownthwaite for a social lunch and chat. It 
was during lunch that we learned of the 
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imminent arrival of two new additions to 
Hilary’s herd. They were due to arrive from 
Joan Young’s stud in NSW, within the week. 
After some holdups due to illness of the 
driver, the little pair arrived safely. Joy’s Red 
Roamer (Jack) and Joy’s Silver Lace (Jennet) 
are now settling in well. 

New arrivals at Eaglehawk, Joy's Red Roamer 
and Joy's Silver Lace 

In June, Peter and I took Jackston on an 
Eastern Vic Pleasure Harness Club drive on the 
rail trail from Toongabbie to Cowwarr. He 
managed the distance well even though he 
had only a few weeks’ work to build some 
fitness. We enjoyed a picnic lunch with club 
members and equines ranging from Clydies to 
ponies and a donkey. 

Heatherbrae Jackston and Jenny on the 
Cowwarr Rail Trail 

Heatherbrae Jackston and Peter in Cowwarr 

For the July Asstrax, Peter and I took Jackston 
and Yclipse to Ardock Farm, Toongabbie, to 
meet Tracey, Ann and Graham. I had been 
anticipating trouble by putting Jack and 
Yclipse in the float together as there has been 
some friction when they have met 
through/over a fence. However, it all when 
smoothly with no issues on either side. It was 
lovely to have Tracey join us after a long 
absence due to work commitments. Tracey 
rode Yclipse, Ann drove Ardock Hamish, 
Graham drove Smokey and Peter and I drove 
Jackston. A pleasant social lunch after a 
leisurely drive, made for a great day out. Let’s 
hope for more like this. 

Ann and Ardock Hamish, Tracey riding Zahara 
Yclipse, Graham and Smokey, Jenny and Jack 
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Graham and Spring Gully Smokey, Jenny and 
Heatherbrae Jackston 

This group meets on the first Thursday of the 
month. Currently, we are unable to offer extra 
seats in carts. For more information, please 
contact Ann Berrett. 

 

 

Pat’s Corner  
Advice from Life Member, Harness Driver and former Rider and Breeder Pat Streefkerk.  
 

Q. If it is cold and wet should I put a rug on my 
donkey? 

A. Mostly in Australia there is no need to rug your 
donkey. The only time I use a rug is after washing 
them the day before a show, to keep them clean. 

However, your donkey needs suitable shelter from 
wind and rain. Donkeys’ hair is not waterproof like 
a horse's coat. They need somewhere where they 
can keep dry if they choose.  Mostly a 3-sided shed 
is best, with the open side to the most sheltered 
aspect. It needs to be deep enough to keep the 
rain out, and high enough for you to walk in, even 
if your donkeys are small. It is too hard to clean out 
if you cannot stand up in there. The floor should be 
raised enough to keep their feet dry in wet 
weather. We use old bricks set in sand in our 
sheds, they are easy to sweep clean. Sometimes a 
dense tree area or overhanging hedge provides 
enough shelter, but a shed is best.  In very wet 

weather you need to be able to put hay where it 
will not get wet. 

The only time you may need a rug is with a very old 
or sick donkey, or if you are in an unusually cold 
area with snow, and they are shivering. If you use a 
rug, you flatten the hair, which normally is raised a 
bit and provides trapped air for insulation. 

The best thing to keep them warm is to constantly 
have straw, or low protein pasture hay to eat, as 
the constant chewing raises their metabolism and 
keeps them warm. They also need a constant 
supply of fresh water. In Australia we rarely need 
to worry about the water freezing, particularly in a 
trough large enough to neither get too cold or too 
hot. 

Donkeys generally do not start shedding their 
winter hair until about October onwards, often not 
having a full summer coat until January or 
February, then in a couple of months they are 
growing their new winter coat. The end of winter 
with thick hair, and the weather starting to warm is 
also the time you need to watch out for lice. 
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Welcome to new and returning Members 
• Jim Virgona 

New member, Jim Virgona, was gifted a membership to the Donkey Society of Victoria by a friend. He 
has a sheep property near Wagga Wagga NSW. He plans to get a couple of standard sized donkeys, 
mainly as pets. He has experience with horses and is looking forward to acquiring the donkeys. He 
was happy to have received his New Members booklet 
 

• Toni Appleby 
Welcome to our newest member, Toni Appleby of Mansfield. Toni, who heard about the Society 
through friends, is certainly not new to donkeys, having grown up with them as a child. Though not 
presently a donkey owner, Toni, who works at Rosehaven a not-for-profit Respite/Hospice in 
Mansfield, is presently planning to acquire up to three or four miniature donkeys. She is looking for 
that special donkey who will add to their resident care team. Toni believes the donkeys will add to 
the benefit of the residents, visitors and staff. This sounds like a great initiative, and we look forward 
to hearing about it in the future. 
 

• Judi Tainsh 
From Pat Streefkerk: Welcome to our new member Judi Tainsh. I have known Judi for many years. 
She had Kingsfred Stud, breeding and showing Australian ponies for many years, and has been 
secretary of the APSB and also secretary of AHIC (Australian Horse Industry Council).  The DSV has 
been a member of AHIC for many years now. She had a donkey about 40 years ago, and has always 
loved donkeys. She now has a yearling miniature donkey jenny and a loan of an older jenny to keep 
her company until she can find another donkey for herself. Her family love this new world of donkeys, 
particularly her grandchildren. Judi lives near me and I encouraged her to join the Society, so I am 
very happy to have another donkey lover nearby. 
 

• Lonnie Davis 
We welcome Lonnie Davis who lives with family on 40 acres near Inglewood. 18 months ago through 
the NDIS Program he visited the INequine Therapy Centre, Heathcote and has regularly attended ever 
since. They have 2 donkeys as well as horses and he particularly loved handling and grooming the 
donkeys. Having learnt a lot, 6 months ago he was excited when the centre arranged for him to be 
given a jenny in foal to look after. When born in December the foal will return to the owner as 
payment for Bella. That will be a special day and although his dog and Bella are mates, the plan is to 
look for a paddock companion.  A secure paddock and stable have been built for Bella, a grey ex-feral 
donkey. She is gentle and well trained and Lonnie is delighted to now have his very own donkey to 
love and care for. He hopes to be able to attend society activities and looks forward to the regular 
newsletters. 
 

• Michelle Thomson – Returning member. Welcome Back! 
 

• Julie MacLaren 
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