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Front cover photo – Inspiration for DSV Logo, please 
see Page 3 

Back cover – Keysoe Matchem 

Contributions for publication in Brayings are 
extremely welcome!  

Please send your news and photographs to Editor 
Chase Day preferably by email to 
donkey@hmdp.com 

If you do not have access to email, you can post your 
contribution to Chase Day, PO Box 490, Ballan VIC 
3342 
 
Submissions may be subject to editing. 
 
Disclaimer 
The information and opinions expressed in this 
newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
Donkey Society of Victoria (DSV) or the Editor. While 
reasonable care is taken on our behalf the DSV takes 
no responsibility for any errors or omissions in 
information in this newsletter. Readers are advised to 
get professional advice where required.  
 
Brayings is the official quarterly newsletter of the 
Donkey Society of Victoria Inc., ABN 82 148 300 307, 
Registration no. A0000117Z (www.donkey.org.au), a 
member of the Affiliated Donkey Societies of 
Australia. 

Brayings is printed by Larkin Printers Leongatha 

Editorial 
I was not even alive when, 50 years ago, a group of 
donkey enthusiasts came together to form what we 
now know as The Affiliated Donkey Societies of 
Australia (ADSA) of which The Donkey Society of 
Victoria is a part. 
 
Aside from the usual articles I hope that you will 
enjoy some historical articles that have been 
unearthed from the DSV archives, for some this will 
be a chance to learn about our history as an 
organisation, for others it will be a walk down 
memory lane. Either way – enjoy! 
 
 
Chase Day 

Can we help you? 
  
Committee email: donkeyinfo@donkey.org.au 
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Email: ben.harris245@gmail.com 
 
Secretary and Facebook  
Ruth Walker 
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Email: donkeysocvic@gmail.com  
 
Treasure and Brayings Editor 
Chase Day 
GORDON 
Ph 0411 335738 
Email: donkey@hmdp.com 
 
Committee Members 
Leanne Davey 
PEARCEDALE  
Email: skyepark2000@gmail.com 
 
Ann Berrett – Welfare Officer 
TOONGABBIE 
Email: annber2016@outlook.com 
 
Chris Scott 
STRATHMERTON 
Email: chrisscott4@bigpond.com 
 
Membership Administrator 
Peter McNab 
1713 Cairnbrook Road, GLENGARRY 
PH 0407 485032  
Email: membership.dsv@gmail.com 
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https://www.donkeysadsa.org/registration 
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Email – lotsodogs@iinet.net.au 
 
 



Brayings                                                                                                          May 2022 

3 
 

Table of Contents 
Cover Photo ............................................................ 3 

Assignations ............................................................ 4 

Committee Business ............................................... 4 

Minutes of the First Meeting ................................ 5 

The First 20 years.................................................... 7 

INTRODUCTION .................................................. 7 

THE BEGINNING .................................................. 7 

OUR NAMES, BRANCHES AND MEMBERSHIPS . 10 

SHOWING ......................................................... 11 

DONKEY ACTIVITIES .......................................... 13 

THE STUD BOOK ............................................... 14 

EDUCATION ...................................................... 15 

MILESTONES AND SPECIAL EVENTS .................. 16 

DONKEY DIGEST ................................................ 18 

WELFARE........................................................... 19 

CONCLUSION .................................................... 20 

Memoir from Bruce Taylor ................................... 21 

Keysoe Stud .......................................................... 22 

Historic Photos ..................................................... 25 

List of Appreciation ............................................ 27 

50 Years ............................................................ 27 

40 Years ............................................................ 27 

30 Years ............................................................ 27 

20 Years ............................................................ 27 

10 Years ............................................................ 27 

Honourable Mentions ...................................... 27 

Assabouts ............................................................. 28 

The Plains Speaking .............................................. 32 

Pat’s Corner .......................................................... 34 

Welcome to new and returning Members .......... 35 

 

Cover Photo 
The photo of a jenny and foal 
was used by the Donkey 
Society of Victoria as the 
inspiration for the DSV Logo. 
Both donkeys were owned 
by Clare Davis. The jenny was 
Kimberley Downs Sherry. Her 
dam was Kimberley Downs 
Alice a wild white donkey, 
and her sire was Kimberley 
Downs Drover also a wild 
caught donkey but chocolate 
coloured. The foal was 
Warraroong Coralie who was 
purchased by Barbara Taylor. 
Her sire was Taranganba Tye 
who was also owned by 
Barbara Taylor. 
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Assignations 

 
DSV 50th Anniversary Luncheon 

Sunday 29th May 2022, noon – 3 pm 
Grace Darling Hotel, 114 Smith St, Collingwood 

Bookings via donkeysocvic@gmail.com 
 
 

DSV Stall at Central Victorian Equine Market 
Saturday 27th August 2022, 10 am – 3 pm 

Lancefield Park, Park Street, Lancefield 
 

 
Asstrax 

Contact Ann Berrett – annber2016@outlook.com 
 

 
Assabouts 

Contact Fiona Mottram – 0447 343 665 (text preferred) or email honkydonkherd@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Committee Business 
 Continued planning for 50th Birthday celebrations 
 Consolidation of all electronic files from USB sticks and CDs into Google Drive 
 Converted old videos and posted on YouTube channel and saved on Google Drive 
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Minutes of the First Meeting 
REPORT AND MINUTES OF THE INAUGURAL MEETING OF THE 

DONKEY SOCIETY OF AUSTRALASIA. 

(Provisional Title) 

Held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. P. Coffey, Valley Road, Wattle Glen 
at 8.30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 30th., 1972. 

Present:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. P. Coffey, 
Mrs. J. Coffey,  
Miss P.O. Birch,  
Mr. R. Davis,  
Mrs. C. Davis,  
Mr. S. Ferguson,  
Mrs. G. Ferguson,  
Miss M.C. Finch,  
Mr. H. Busse,   
Mr. V. Lee,  
Master L. Lee.  
Miss D. Lute,  

Mrs, G. Mathews,  
Mr. R. J. Meldrum, 
Mrs. B. Meldrum,  
Mr. R.E. Molden,  
Mrs M.E. Molden,  
Mr. J. Moorhouse,  
Mrs, D. P. Moorhouse,  
Mr. C. Russell,  
Mrs. N. Russell,  
Mrs. A. Walker. 

 

Following newspaper advertisements and direct invitations a group 
of interested people met at the home of Mr, and Mrs. P. Coffey, Valley 
Road, Wattle Glen to discuss the formation of a Donkey Society.  

It was decided that such a society should be formed and, as enquiries 
had been received from New Zealand, it was considered that the 
Society should be more than just an Australian Society.  

In general, the aims of the society were to promote the breeding and 
keeping of donkeys, to stimulate a public interest in donkeys and to 
foster concern about their well being.  

It was decided to elect a Provisional Committee.  

Mr. Coffey had chaired the meeting to this point, and he then 
nominated Mrs. A. Walker as President of the new society. This was 
seconded by Mr. Russell and Mrs. Walker was elected. 

Nominations were called for the position of Vice-President and Mr. 
Hussey moved that Mr. P. Coffey be elected to this office. Seconded by 
Mrs. Jean Coffey and Mr. P. Coffey was elected.  

It was moved Mrs. Coffey, Seconded Mrs. Russell that Mrs. D. 
Moorhouse be Honorary Secretary.  

The post of Hon. Treasurer was to be filled by Mrs. Molden (Nominated 
by Mr. Molden, Seconded by Mrs. Russel}.)  
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Discussion followed as to the number of committee members necessary. 
It was decided that whatever number there could be ex-officer 
members from other states.  

Volunteers were called for and the following members were finally 
elected to the committee.  

Mr. Russell,  
Mrs. Russell,  
Mrs. Coffey,  
Mrs. Davis, 
Miss Finch,  
Mr. Ferguson (Not present but had previously intimated his 
willingness to be on such a committee) 
 
Mr. Hussey moved, seconded by Mrs. Russell, that the Annual General 
Meeting be held on the 31st of May, each year, motion was passed. 
 
Mr. Meldrum suggested committee members investigate the possibility 
of affiliation with the Royal Agricultural Society. Seconded by Mr. 
Hussey. Discussion followed and the suggestion was agreed to. 
After discussion the meeting, by consensus, agreed to advise the 
Provisional Committee that it was the feeling of the meeting that 
consideration be given to opening its bank account with the branch 
of whichever bank the R.A.S, conducted its banking business as it was 
felt there could be future advantages to be gained by so doing. 
 
Further discussions followed and it was generally agreed that an 
approach leading to possible affiliation be made to the Equestrian 
Federation of Australia and in so doing an analogy be made of the 
British Donkey Breed Society's affiliation with the British Horse 
Society.  
 
It was moved Mrs. M. Molden, seconded Mrs. Meldrum that a general 
meeting be called by the committee within six months. 
 
MEMBERSHIP FEE 
Mr. Hussey moved, seconded by Miss Lute that there be a Junior and 
Adult membership- carried.  
Mr. Meldrum moved, seconded by Miss Birch that an initial and 
immediate call of $5.00 be made on members. The Provisional 
Committee would decide on the Annual Subscription (and divisions of 
membership) but anyone (owner or not) who wished to belong to the 
society would be liable for this call. If the Provisional Committee 
incurs expenses not covered by this initial call, they be authorised 
to make a further call because extraordinary expenses may occur 
during this establishment period. The motion was carried. 
 
Mr. Meldrum suggested that the Committee meet at least once every 
two months. He also suggested that the Society seek a Patron.  
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Further suggestions arose: 
 

1. The exact name of the Society to be decided by the Provisional 
Committee and approval sought at the general meeting.  

2. That the Provision Committee seek immediate affiliation with 
the British Donkey Breed Society, Irish Donkey Breed Society 
and American Donkey and Mule Society. 

3. The Provisional Committee investigate the need for a Public 
Relations Officer. 

4. Notice of the inaugural meeting be advertised in Capital City 
Papers. 

5. Show procedure be studied. 
 
At 10.53 Mrs. Meldrum moved a vote of thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Coffey 
for making their home available and for the hard work and 
enthusiasm of those concerned and his was carried by acclamation. 
 
Meeting closed.  
Next committee meeting at Valley Road, Wattle Glen 8.00 p.m. Tuesday 
20th June 
 

 

The First 20 years 
By Clare Davis (written and published in 1992, reproduced here with her permission)

INTRODUCTION  
As I sit here surrounded by 20 years of history, 
my mind travels through those years with 
memories of hardship, sadness, laughter, 
achievements, of reaching huge goals, of 
coping with failures and disappointments. Yet, 
as I wade through the thousands of pages of 
Donkey Society literature, I am filled with 
admiration for a community of people that 
have formed and run the Donkey Society in 
Australia - warm, generous people who have a 
special quality that can be compared to that 
of the very animal we have protected and 
cared for over the past 20 years.  

THE BEGINNING 
These writings are as I see the past 20 years 
and, as a Victorian, I may see events in a 

different light to some of our members, but I 
hope you will read it in the light it is written, 
and that is to give our new members a picture 
in general of how our Society was created and 
grew over the past twenty years, and to give 
our older members a chance to reminisce.  

The following pages are a gift to the members 
throughout Australia from the Victorian 
branch and are dedicated to every single 
donkey that has lived in Australia for the past 
100 years. 

Several determined people in Australia and 
New Zealand were trying very hard to buy 
donkeys - good donkeys for pets and for 
breeding. Donkey Societies in England, Ireland 
and America had been established for many 
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years, and so a group of Australian people 
decided to join the English Society, who in 
turn suggested that they place 
advertisements in the State papers to see how 
much interest there was in Australia and New 
Zealand for donkeys. These people included 
Jean Coffey of Victoria, Ann Walker of 
Tasmania, The Hooles of New South Wales, 
and Veronica Lucy in New Zealand.  

Many people owned donkeys by 1972, usually 
being bought from horse dealers, markets or 
privately. Most of these donkeys came from 
the outback of the Northern Territory, South 
Australia, or Western Australia. These 
donkeys' ancestors originated from the pre-
railway days when donkeys were used for 
breeding mules to trek across the desert. With 
the advent of the railway, the donkeys were 
turned out to roam the desert, free to breed 
and survive. Through the new generations of  

donkeys there evolved a new type of donkey 
from that of the donkey imported from the 
other countries to breed mules. The 
Australian donkey became taller, grew longer 
ears, and became extremely genetically 
strong, with only the fittest surviving the 
tough desert climate.  

The adaptation was amazing. These donkeys 
thrived and bred to millions over the next 100 
years. The horse dealers began realising that 
these donkeys were very saleable, and so 
huge road trains brought the donkeys down 
by the thousands to be sold as pets.  

It became very apparent that a boom in 
donkeys would eventuate, and it was most 
appropriate and well timed that on May 30th, 
1972, The Australian and New Zealand 
Donkey Breed Society was formed. This 
meeting was held at the home of Jean and 
Peter Coffey in Victoria and attracted some 
fifty interested people. So strong was the 
desire to further the welfare and status of the 
donkey, an interim committee was formed. 
Many donkey owners were already 

established breeders, and it was amazing just 
how many donkeys were already in homes as 
pets. 

From this meeting on May 30th, 1972, till the 
first Annual General Meeting in September, it 
is hard to comprehend just how much the 
ANZDBS achieved.  

The first Donkey Digest came out in July 1972 
full of letters of congratulations from the 
overseas Donkey Societies, the RSPCA, other 
animal welfare groups and individuals - all 
excited at the formation of the first and only 
recognised Donkey Society in Australia and 
New Zealand. The first editor of the Donkey 
Digest was Ann Walker, assisted by Katherine 
Tyson, both of whom lived in Tasmania at this 
time. Since then, Ann has moved to Victoria 
and is well known for her writing and 
expertise in donkeys and mules. Her daughter 
and now her grandson have followed in her 
footsteps as donkey owners.  

A big decision was made at this time as to 
what to call our donkeys - should they be 
Jacks and Jennies, Jacks and Jills, Mares and 
Stallions. This decision was made by the 
members, who overwhelmingly agreed on 
Jacks and Jennies.  

Advice was sought from other animal societies 
as to the drawing up of a suitable 
constitution, the formation of a register for 
donkeys, and exactly what the ideal standard 
points of a donkey were. The committee had 
meeting after meeting to research these 
various aspects of forming guidelines for a 
well-run society - to give a balance between 
stud breeding and a family pet - what should 
people be breeding - what advice should be 
given.  

During those four months, 400 letters were 
written by the secretary to potential 
members, groups, papers, magazines, 
overseas and to anyone who could help in 
these important and memorable decisions 
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that were to lay the foundation path for the 
following twenty years.  

While some were involved in creating the 
guidelines for a sound society, others were in 
hot pursuit of Agricultural Societies, 
encouraging them to include donkey classes 
at their shows. In the first year donkeys were 
included in ten shows. I shudder a little at the 
thought of the very first show in Dandenong, 
Victoria, as to what a sight we must have 
looked, but we were there, and that was the 
beginning of a huge involvement right 
throughout Australia of displaying the finest 
and promoting donkeys at their very best for 
many years to follow.  

On September 27th, 1972, the first Annual 
General Meeting was held. It was officially 
decided that the Society be called the 
Australian and New Zealand Donkey Breed 
Society, the constitution was presented, read, 
and confirmed, a register was opened with 
the decision to withhold opening a Stud Book 
until the Society was well established. The aim 
of the Society was officially stated as being 
primarily the well-being of all donkeys in 
Australia, be they wild or domesticated, by: - 

1. Encouraging the breeding of good 
donkeys. To do this the Society shall open 
a Stud Book and maintain same for 
registration of stock. 

2. Providing education on the care of 
donkeys. 

3. Promoting research into all matters 
relating to donkeys, their health and 
general care. 

4. Encouraging and supporting the exhibition 
of donkeys. 

5. Preventing cruelty to donkeys and co-
operating with any other Society actively 
engaged in preventing cruelty. 

6. Promoting the public image of the donkey 
as a useful animal as well as an enchanting 
pet 

I feel that I would like to name the very first 
committee, as I feel they were the people 
who put our society on the map and it is due 
to their work, their personal ambitions, and 
their foresight that the donkeys of Australia 
are now in such good hands. The President 
was Ann Walker, Chairman Peter Coffey, 
Secretary Denice Moorhouse, Assistant Carol 
Finch, Treasurer Moreen Molden, Registrar 
Jean Coffey and members of the council, Cliff 
Russell, Norah Russell, Katherine Tyson, and 
Clare Davis.  

So, finally the wheels were all in motion for 
Australia to officially be in a position to care 
for and in a way control the donkeys and their 
activities. It was a task far greater and more 
far-reaching than anyone could have 
imagined. By March 1973 there were about 
200 members, 33 registered studs and 180 
registered donkeys. Donkeys were being 
purchased for breeding, showing, pets, 
children's first mounts, for use with disabled 
children, for companions to horses, or just 
because it was becoming the fashion.  

Questions were being asked about training, 
care for, housing, feeding, bringing up 
orphaned foals, breeding, colours, the list 
went on and on. Answers had to be found 
and, like most things in life, it is usually 
discovered that there is no simple answer. 
Donkeys are different to other animals in their 
nature, their physical and veterinary care, and 
so on. People were thirsty for information and 
many donkey owners became so-called 
experts very quickly through no asking of their 
own. Just the simple matter of caring for a 
donkey's hooves became a major issue 
because a donkey's hoof is vastly different in 
type and function to a horse's hoof- so we 
were finding that we, as owners, were telling 
farriers and vets what to do, often with a little 
resentment being shown by the professionals. 
For far too long donkeys had been considered 
dumb, useless scavengers, a poor man's 
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horse, an animal to be used and abused at the 
hand of man.  

Thank goodness for our Society - with tactful 
and careful persuasion and through sheer 
example and determination donkeys have 
now gained the respect they deserve. The 
community is now accepting of what this 
beautiful animal can do and what it can give. 

At this meeting thirteen so-called branches 
were also formed: one in Tasmania, three in 
NSW, three in Queensland, three in Victoria, 
one in South Australia, one in the ACT and one 
in New Zealand. These branches were to 
establish a membership, be affiliated with the 
main Society and cater for their local donkey 
needs. 

OUR NAMES, BRANCHES AND 
MEMBERSHIPS  
The Australian and New Zealand Donkey 
Breed Society remained the name until 1975 
which New Zealand felt was the right time to 
form its own society. Their membership was 
large, and they began their magazine called 
Donkey Dispatch. Australia and New Zealand 
worked very closely together for many years 
exchanging information, show judges and 
even donkeys. Many friendships developed 
which are still there today.  

Our new name of Australian Donkey Breed 
Society remained the same for some twelve 
years during which time state branches were 
formed and most of these found it necessary 
to become incorporated. (The other two 
names discussed but outvoted were 
Australian Donkey Society, and Australian 
Donkey and Mule Society).  

Victoria formed a branch in June 1974, as did 
Western Australia; the NSW branch began in 
September 1974, the Tasmanian in 1975 and 
the South Australian in September 1976.  

Tasmania had a viable branch till 1978 when, 
because of a small membership, it decided to 

be included in Victoria's membership. NSW 
withdrew from the Society in 1981 then, with 
the guidance of Margaret Smith, re-joined at a 
later date.  

In 1987 the Federal Council decided to change 
the name of the society to The Donkey Society 
of Australia. The Victorian Branch was 
adamant that it would not change and so it 
has remained the ADBS (Vic Branch Inc.).  

The total membership of Australia over the 
years is very interesting to read as you can 
see, not only when written as figures on 
paper, but by the following chapters on the 
Society's activities.  

By July 1974 there were 292 members; 1975 - 
322; 1978- 660; 1979- 562; 1981- 495; 1983 - 
350; 1989 - 385; 1990 - 375; 1991- 381. The 
interesting figures to me are those for the 
past ten years. These have been stable which 
indicates that Australia has reached a balance 
between the reasons for having a donkey.  

Each Branch operates as its own identity and, 
as I read through the pages, I can see how 
each state varies and yet all have same basic 
ideals to achieve. The first is to care for and to 
teach others to care for their donkeys, to 
protect them, to give them a high-quality life. 
To reach these goals each committee must 
find a way to reach the owners, whether it be 
through newsletters, field days, film nights, 
shows, trail rides or fun days. Each state has a 
special name for its newsletter which certainly 
gives it character and individuality. They are: - 
South Australia - Hoofs and Ears, Queensland - 
Donkey Express, Western Australia - Donkey 
News and Dos, Victoria – Brayings, and New 
South Wales- Donkey Tales.  

Each State has a different climate, different 
populations, different problems, but since the 
formation of these branches, donkey care has 
improved enormously.  



Brayings                                                                                                          May 2022 

11 
 

It would be foolish to say that harmony has 
always reigned, because it certainly hasn't, 
but despite the teething problems, disputes, 
even war-like arguments at times the Society 
has survived, and each state knows its 
limitations and weaknesses and an enormous 
learning process over these 20 years has 
produced a very good and honourable Donkey 
Society.  

I personally can remember some very bitter 
discussions at committee meetings which 
went on to the wee hours of the morning. The 
odd punch-up was often imminent as others 
would endeavour to make peace. These were 
kept to a minimum and shouldn't be seen to 
overshadow the thousands and thousands of 
hours each branch has spent working out 
ways to run the Society well, to care for and 
educate the donkeys and their owners.  

Within each branch there have been some 
very special people who have been the driving 
force behind it, and I think sometime in the 
future each state should perhaps add a 
chapter to this booklet on its own 
achievements and valuable members.  

In two states there have been members 
honoured with life memberships. In 
Queensland Helen Lowing, Jenifer Simpson, 
Gerry, and Ingrid Grundy have been made life 
members, as too Neville and Adele Ray have 
in South Australia. Tom Roberts was South 
Australian Branch Patron and since his death 
his wife Pat has taken over this honourable 
position.  

The Federal Council meets once every year, 
changing the place of the meeting each year. 
The states take care of most of the day-to-day 
activities, but the Federal Council has control 
of the Stud Book and Donkey Digest. The 
Council is made up of delegates from each 
state. The past Presidents were Ann Walker, 
Peter Coffey, David Baker, Len Burwell, 
Barbara Taylor, Jenifer Simpson, Margaret 
Smith, and again Barbara Taylor.   

SHOWING 

 

No sooner had the Society been formed than 
the members became enthusiastic about 
presenting their donkeys to the public and 
were of course anxious to see how their 
donkey fared against the rest  

Letters were written to many show societies 
throughout Australia hoping to have donkey 
classes included at some time in the future.  

The first show in Australia was held in 
Dandenong, Victoria where a rather 
dishevelled group of relatively untrained 
donkeys competed in the six classes. A young 
foal by the name of Stony Ridge Mushroom 
won the championship and the day was 
indeed an experience. The donkeys were 
judged by a horse judge - a memorable 
occasion for her too, l am sure. 

This was just the beginning. Very rapidly 
Societies began including donkey classes; by 
the end of the first year some ten societies 
included donkeys at their shows. Each state 
also began having its own championship 
show. The first few were held in Victoria, the 
very first being on Palm Sunday in 1973, and it 
has been held on that day ever since. These 
Donkey Society championships have always 
attracted more exhibitors than any other 
show, and at one stage a show had one 
hundred donkeys exhibiting. This show was in 
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the middle of the donkey explosion in 
popularity.  

However, the show enthusiasts were not 
happy until they were able to exhibit at a 
Royal Show, and after two years they were 
granted their wish. Donkeys were first 
exhibited at the Royal Melbourne Show in 
1974 and at the Sydney Royal in 1975, and at 
the Main Brisbane Exhibition Show some time 
after that in 1981.  

Having achieved status in the Show Societies 
it was now very clear and becoming very 
important that strict rules and regulations had 
to be put into force immediately. These rules 
had to be appropriate to donkey handling and 
conditions. Many horse experts were 
approached along with donkey breeders to 
come up with safe and foolproof regulations 
bearing in mind that many of the riders were 
children.  

Even after 20 years there are still 
modifications being made to the rules and 
class conditions as little hiccups appear in the 
schedules.  

It was very clear in the showing history that 
donkeys were vastly different in make-up and 
development to horses, and rules like - 
donkeys must not be ridden under 3 years of 
age, and that the handlers and riders of Jacks 
must be over 14 years of age - were enforced. 
Special equipment used on donkeys was 
stipulated to create maximum control and 
comfort for the donkey also.  

With the inclusion of classes in the agricultural 
shows, there came an increase in horse 
exhibitors to also own and show a donkey. 
This became quite an "in" thing to do. This 
brought about a mixed reaction from the 
donkey owners and was also a source of some 
good and bad habits. There was a definite 
raising of grooming and presentation 
standards with all the "tricks" of the showing 
game being introduced to the more naive 

donkey exhibitors, but there also was 
introduced the more "I have to win at all 
costs" spirit which had its detrimental effect 
in the ring with the not-so-serious exhibitors 
staying home next time.  

One thing that was most evident was the 
extreme urgency for better training of the 
donkeys for the show ring. For the first couple 
of years it seemed acceptable not to be able 
to trot the donkey back for the judge. This 
was certainly the wrong attitude, and thanks 
to some better equine educated members it 
was soon realised that indeed donkeys could 
do anything and had to be trained to do so.  

Field days, fun days, talks, personal help, you 
name it, donkeys began enormous training 
programs until it was very much frowned 
upon if a donkey didn't do as it was 
commanded to do by the judge. The donkeys 
looked so much more proud and elegant 
when performing well, and certainly showed 
the public what they could do.     

There were many teething problems with 
discussion and argument on what equipment 
the donkey should have and what the handler 
should wear. Over the years we saw the dirty 
jeans and sneakers era, the elaborate horse-
riding gear - neither of which were entirely 
suitable - now we seem to have reached the 
happy compromise. There are no fast rules for 
this except for hard hats and boots for the 
riders, and that handlers look presentable. It 
now seems that the Pony Club look is very 
suitable for riders, and for handlers to wear 
neat slacks, shirt and maybe a jacket seems to 
be the average outfit.  

As the showing calendar grew and expanded 
there came a crisis in finding enough 
appropriate judges. At first we used the 
expertise of the horse judges, then we began 
to realise that it would be far better to have 
donkey judges. Several training days and 
procedures were instigated for this to happen, 
including a judge’s seminar and a qualifying 
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method of training including sitting in on 
qualified judges at shows and stewarding and 
exhibiting. A judges' panel was established 
which was useful for many years until many 
judges were "all judged out", retired or 
moved, etc. Now there are not as many shows 
and there are many, many more experienced 
donkey people who, although retired from 
exhibiting, are now happy to do a little 
judging.  

During the formation of class schedules the 
committees were faced with the dilemma of 
satisfying all potential exhibitors. Some 
wanted led classes, others wanted 
performance classes, others wanted fun 
classes. It has taken many years to be able to 
make everyone happy by having a balance of 
all three types of class. 

The show also had to be a place where 
donkey breeders could prove their animals' 
worth, show the public what the donkey can 
do and to have an enjoyable day out. A good 
balance has now been reached with led 
classes, performance classes in the saddle and 
in harness, then fun classes like the fancy 
dress or game classes showing the enormous 
versatility and trustworthiness of a donkey, 
with an emphasis on the gelding as most 
suitable for these activities.  

The show ring has been a very important part 
in the establishing of the Society, a way in 
which the owners could present to the public 
just how great the donkey is, putting to bed 
the many myths and the stigma that 
surrounds it.  

DONKEY ACTIVITIES 
The donkey, being the adaptable, placid, 
intelligent animal that it is, has been found to 
be able to satisfy the desires and needs of just 
about everyone in the community. I doubt 
that there is a thing that donkeys can't do or 
be used for.  

Donkeys right throughout Australia are an 
endless delight to their owners, fulfilling all 
manner of activities and jobs.  

When communication became better 
between members through newsletters and 
press releases the demand for donkeys 
became enormous - Christmas and Easter are 
the favourites. Every Christmas there are 
hundreds of donkeys carrying Marys while at 
Easter they are accompanying Jesus to the 
Crucifixion. Every donkey owner tells a story 
of the donkey walking up the aisle of a church, 
at the local kindergarten, at school fetes for 
rides, attending blessing of animal services, 
taking Father Christmas for a ride or at Charity 
picnics.  

It is one of the most precious attributes a 
donkey possesses its trust and kindness 
towards mankind - a patient trust in the often 
rather foolish things we want our donkeys to 
do. Why is it that they are just happy to be 
with us or are they just plain inquisitive or is 
there another presence within them that 
makes them the special "chosen" animal that 
they seem to be. 

One of the most rewarding of donkeys' 
activities is their work with handicapped 
children and adults - riding for the disabled, 
mascots for cerebral palsy hostels - all 
situations where a well-mannered and gentle 
animal is required. It is stunning to see the 
aura around the donkey as these awkward 
little children with callipers on their legs and 
erratic movements embrace the donkeys with 
such confidence and love. They seem to 
understand that the donkey is his friend, and 
the donkey knows to be very careful. I have 
seen time and time again this strange and 
wonderful phenomenon, and I know other 
members have experience this same thing.  

This same trusting nature of a donkey is 
perhaps why it is widely recognised now that 
a donkey is so suitable for a family pet, as a 
first mount for a child, as a companion for the 
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elderly and lonely. A donkey is perhaps the 
most versatile animal we have in our 
community- there is something for everyone 
in a donkey to enjoy.  

Members have used donkeys for farming 
activities where tractors cannot be used, for 
transport in harness, in film making. There are 
countless stories to be told on the activities of 
a donkey.  

Each state has over the years had many, many 
fun days, days to put away the show gear and 
to bring out the picnic lunches, the kids and 
the donkeys and enjoy such games as the sack 
race, the potato race, the rescue race, and 
any other game that comes to the imagination 
of the organiser.  

The Society has played an enormous part in 
encouraging its members to come together 
socially for fun and to enjoy their donkeys. 
This gives a great balance to the serious side 
of the Society.  

For those who want to train the donkey to 
near perfection, there is also the performance 
grading and competitions that bring to the 
fore the accuracy that can be sought from a 
donkey if it is trained properly. Full marks and 
admiration to the trainers and organisers in 
these competitions, and it is such a pleasure 
to watch as the donkey achieves such 
excellence.  

This finely trained animal is an asset to the 
owner for the times they are out in public or 
out on a trail ride or back-packing around the 
country. It is important to be able to rely on 
your mount and have confidence in him or 
her. It must be a wonderful feeling to be "as 
one" when out performing with your donkey.  

To recognise the various talents and qualities 
of the donkeys of Australia, the Federal 
Council began awarding trophies to the 
Donkey of the Year from 1988. It must be 
difficult to come to a decision as each one is 

special, but the judges have managed to make 
their selection - very deserving donkeys too, I 
might add. 

THE STUD BOOK 
If correct and proper breeding is to occur in 
any animal community, it must have 
guidelines, aims and criteria. The Donkey 
Society is no different, and very early in its life 
many, many discussions and debates, and 
much research, went into the various aspects 
of breeding.  

Initially, there were many problems because 
the donkeys had no history or family tree. 
They were wild - some of these very donkeys 
were some of the best Australia will ever see, 
and, thanks to them, their offspring still carry 
the beautiful features of our Australian 
donkeys or have been a good strong animal to 
breed with imported lines. 

It was decided to open a register immediately 
and to include English and Irish donkeys that 
were imported into the country. By June 1974 
there were 91 studs and 511 registered 
donkeys. In 1974 rules and regulations were 
drawn up by a subcommittee. These were to 
include a vet certificate of soundness for 
Jacks, type of acceptable branding, 
registration certificates, colour names, size 
categories and costs. 

The first register closed on January 1st, 1976, 
and all registered or recorded donkeys 
became eligible for Volume 1 of the Stud 
Book. This was printed in 1978.  

By 1981, 2404 donkeys had been registered 
and recorded - 234 Jacks were registered and 
537 (colts and geldings); 1172 Jennies were 
registered and 46 recorded.  

Volume 2 of the Stud Book closed in August 
1988 and was printed in 1989 and 
computerised by Brian Smith.  

Donkeys are still being bred and registered 
consistently. New studs are being formed and 
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donkeys still being bred, registered, and sold. 
There has been an enormous amount of work 
put into the Stud Book. This is a very 
important aspect of our Society, as the family 
trees of our donkeys are all there on record.  

The job of Registrar has always been a difficult 
and tedious task, and we have had seven 
registrars since 1972. They were Jean Coffey, 
David Hewitt (who tragically died in 1976 and 
was sadly missed by the donkey community), 
Jean Lingard (who died in 1981), Kiama 
Registration Centre, Royal Agricultural Society 
of Victoria, Jenifer Simpson, and Barbara 
Taylor.  

Due to the extremely efficient work of the 
past and present Registrars, our Society 
records are well intact and recorded for all 
times.  

EDUCATION 
Possibly the most important aspect of any 
animal ownership is education on the care of 
the animal. In 25 years of animal welfare 
work, I have experienced, witnessed, and 
heard almost every cruelty story that there is 
to be told, but the worst and most despicable 
is cruelty through ignorance and neglect. It is 
by far the most common and yet least 
documented. It is also the one cruelty that can 
be avoided. This is by education. Our donkey 
society has excelled at education. Twenty 
years ago, it was quite acceptable to have 
donkeys with coat hanger hips, long hooves, 
and lice-eaten coats. The donkeys' reputation 
for stubbornness was assumed to be correct, 
and therefore hitting them to get them to 
move was condoned. These are just some of 
the many aspects that had to be improved.  

Most literature on donkeys came from 
overseas and was unsatisfactory, due to 
climatic differences, genetic differences and 
availability of fodder and drugs etc.  

It was a little like the blind leading the blind 
for a while, and if you had owned a donkey for 

a year or so, then you were an instant expert, 
especially if you were creative enough to clip 
your donkey's hooves or make up your own 
food mix.  

Still, this is how we did learn - by doing it 
ourselves, exchanging ideas and notes 
through our magazine and newsletters. 
Fortunately, amongst us were some very 
smart members who were able to investigate 
and then to put pen to paper on the subject.  

Ann Walker was the first to write a book 
exclusively on donkeys in Australia, written as 
a guide to choosing, caring for and training 
donkeys. Jenifer Simpson some years later 
also wrote on these same subjects.  

Slowly, as experience was gained, others were 
able to share their knowledge and educate 
new owners.  

The first national seminar was held in NSW at 
the Hawkesbury Agricultural College in 1976. 
This was an extremely good weekend and to 
me began a new era in learning with 
professional help. Dr. Alan McKay, who was a 
main lecturer that weekend, told us a fact 
about donkeys that will stay with me for life 
and gives us a great understanding of the 
differences between the three animals in the 
equine family. Dr. McKay told us that he had 
worked with zebras, horses and donkeys for 
many years and had found that in their 
natural state a horse, the swiftest of hoof, will 
run from danger, a zebra is the strongest so 
will stay and fight, but a donkey is the most 
intelligent and will assess the situation then 
choose which will be the safest - to run or to 
fight I always remember that when I train a 
donkey. Give him time and he will do it for 
you if it is a reasonable request.  

Since then, many more seminars, workshops, 
field days, books and videos have filled our 
minds with valuable information on caring for 
and training our donkeys. It is a wonderful 
thing that Australia now has complete care 
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information about donkeys, and it is very 
generous of those who have shared this with 
others. One such person was a very active 
member and Patron of the South Australian 
branch, Tom Roberts, a very renowned trainer 
of horses, who wrote several books on the 
subject and gave many hours of valuable 
tuition to the South Australian members until 
his death in 1989. He was enormously missed 
in that state, but his advice lives on in his 
books, which are sold Australia-wide and 
beyond.  

The availability of all this information has 
certainly paid off. In general, donkeys 
throughout Australia look great - they are 
rounded, their coats and hooves are healthy, 
their diet has been improved, and if 
something does go wrong, then there are 
people who can help.  

The feed and drug companies have looked to 
our society for assistance in producing a 
suitable mix to feed our donkeys, in assessing 
the effectiveness of worm treatment in 
donkeys, etc. 

There may now be very healthy donkeys out 
there, but to ensure they stay that way and 
are not neglected or abused, it is still 
important to investigate all aspects of care. 
For example, it is necessary to investigate the 
stress that may be caused to the donkey when 
being used for different functions - for 
example cattle training. This is an issue that 
frequently comes up, along with others like 
film and television work. Should the society 
condone or oppose these activities? It should 
be the society's responsibility to investigate 
and, if the practice is to continue, then to 
decide which way is best. Donkeys have been 
very successfully trained to train cattle for the 
show ring, and very good articles have been 
written on how to protect the donkey during 
this procedure.  

There have been many films and television 
programs with donkeys being used. This is 

always best done with the donkey's own 
handler involved, to both lead and to protect 
the donkey from abuse.  

Mind you, the very best way to educate 
people is by example - if you take care of your 
own donkey, other members will follow suit, 
because they can see for themselves a donkey 
that has been loved and cared for.  

MILESTONES AND SPECIAL 
EVENTS  
Most major events in our Society have been 
described elsewhere in these pages, but a few 
seem to come under the miscellaneous 
category and they are certainly worth a 
mention.  

Early in our Society's history it became 
obvious that the make-up of a donkey was 
vastly different to that of a horse and even a 
zebra. Yet vets, universities, etc. just didn't 
seem to know a great deal. In most cases 
donkeys were treated medically as horses and 
in most cases that seemed fine until a few 
donkeys died when being gelded, either from 
the anaesthetic or from bleeding. This was a 
frightening aspect, because on one hand the 
Society was promoting the gelding as the ideal 
pet and working animal, and yet there were 
problems with the surgery. Understandably 
the vets weren't too happy about being told 
of these problems by donkey owners, but 
eventually they had to take notice and at least 
"tie off' after the gelding rather than just 
clamp. It became very apparent and has since 
been proven that donkeys' blood has slower 
clotting time than that of horses. It was also 
found that they are more sensitive to 
anaesthetics and so need not only a slightly 
different one, but a smaller dose rate.  

Many vets will tell of near misses or tragedies 
which now are considered a rare accident  

Other scientific facts were found out 
regarding lice, worms (especially lung worm), 
the constituents of donkeys' milk (which in 
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fact is non-allergenic and close in structure to 
human milk).  

So, by the access to so many donkeys through 
a Society many scientific facts have been 
discovered which will benefit the next 
generation of donkeys.  

The export and import of donkeys were 
another hurdle in our donkey history. It is a 
characteristic of humans that there is always 
someone who wants to go one step further. 
Certainly, importing and exporting created a 
lot of time, energy, and interest for many 
years. The one thing Australian donkeys didn't 
have was broken colour, unlike the English 
and Irish donkeys. Many members wished to 
have a broken coloured Australian donkey 
and so imported overseas animals to achieve 
this.  

Vice-versa also occurred with New Zealand 
whose members often came to Australia to 
buy donkeys. There were many heated 
debates on this subject.  

These procedures were very costly, and time-
consuming often causing many emotional 
partings and difficult loadings; also thousands 
of phone calls, certificates to fill out, blood 
tests, quarantine, plane loadings and more 
phone calls were involved, then the inevitable 
trip to New Zealand to see the donkeys and 
their offspring a year or two later. 

Many wonderful friendships and exchanges of 
ideas were made during those early days of 
donkey exports and imports, and it broadened 
our minds and expanded our ideas when 
mixing and communicating with overseas 
donkeys and their owners.  

Australia, being a young country with an even 
younger Donkey Society, was very fortunate 
to have had the guidance of the experienced 
international donkey owners.  

While talking about mixing families we could 
not let this conclude without mentioning 

mules and hinnies. There are some truly 
magnificent animals in our community that 
have proved to have great attributes from 
both the horse and the donkey and have 
complemented the donkey extremely well by 
proving their usefulness and their often 
greater size and strength when under a 
greater workload.  

During the past 20 years different important 
occasions have been celebrated by the 
Society. After 10 years each state celebrated 
in its own way with dinner dances, special 
shows, parades of past champions, a film 
night, and competitions, including donkeys of 
the last decade - which depicted some very 
special donkeys.  

Then we had the Australian Bicentennial 
celebrations to which our own Society 
contributed, with donkeys being presented in 
special parades and media programs.  

In our own Donkey Digest a poem especially 
written for the Bicentennial by Kath Burbridge 
is a beautiful way to describe the Australian 
donkey over the past 200 years and I feel is 
very appropriate to print here. It is called ...  

DONKEYS "DOWN UNDER" 

By Kath Burbridge (1988) 

The new settlers in Australia back in 1792 
Needed working donkeys, as well as flour and 

tea 
(For to yoke the native animals was 

impossible to do!) 
But for donkeys that survived the perils of the 

journey 
It was toils from pearly dawn 'til dusk 

As they were born to do 
 

First just a few 'round Sydney town were 
seen,  

Then from many countries across the mighty 
seas; They came to till and carry or be 

harnessed in a team.  
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The sort of lowly tasks that spanned the 
centuries ...  

Long, hard work on little rations. 
As it had always been 

Until the 1940s in this land of searing sun,  

Donkeys served the Outback in drought or 
storm and flood. Over stony plain and craggy 

hills; a battlers' land, hard-won, 
Carting stores, plant for bores, up to hocks in 

dust or mud. 
Steadfast and enduring, plodding on. 

As they have always done 

With mechanised power the teams became 
history, 

And the donkeys were shot, or turned loose, 
ever hiding ... Hunted, trapped, transported; 

for some their last long journey. 
But they're still seen in harness, and saddled 

for riding, 
Or carrying packs, patient and dependable. 

As donkeys will always be 
 

DONKEY DIGEST 
Donkey Digest, the official magazine of the 
Donkey Society of Australia, is most definitely 
and consistently the nucleus of our society. It 
is the sole factor that brings together every 
state in Australia, whether it is to read about 
another family and their donkey 2000 km 
away or to find out the financial statement of 
the Federal Council.  

This magazine is the one most important 
instrument the society has - a place to put in 
or take out what interests each individual.  

The very first Donkey Digest came out in 
winter 1972. It was a small 195 x 145 cm 15-
page magazine with a small donkey head on 
the cover in black and white. The editor was 
Ann Walker and assistant editor Katherine 
Tyson, both situated in Tasmania. There was 
an air of excitement when reading the very 
first magazine with enormous enthusiasm and 

anticipation in every paragraph. It had a little 
of everything in it from how to care for your 
pet donkey to talking about the pioneer 
donkeys of the Nor' West. The advertising 
rates were $8 a whole page, $5 for half a page 
and $3 for a quarter of a page. It is now $75 a 
full page, $45 a half page and $30 for a 
quarter page.  

The format stayed the same except for the 
colour of the cover which changed from black, 
to green toned, to blue, to purple, to orange, 
to brown, to olive, to navy.  

In Winter 1975 the magazine changed slightly 
to having a hard cover, slightly larger with a 
photo on each cover. Each edition was a 
different colour. The number of pages had by 
then increased to 35 and the magazine still 
managed to be filled with a variety of 
information and news.  

In Winter 1977 Donkey Digest again changed 
its format, becoming more like today's Digest 
only slightly smaller in dimension. The cover 
has been white ever since with a photo on the 
cover. The number of pages increased to 50, 
again with interesting articles and a lot more 
photos.  

Over the years there have been ten editors. I 
think it only fair to name them, as all of the 
jobs in our Society I feel this is the most 
challenging and perhaps the most stressful. 
These amazing people who have shared and 
printed millions of words for our members 
over the 20 years are Ann Walker, Katherine 
Tyson, Colin Lawry, Pam Rogers, Denice 
Moorhouse, Lynette and Graeme Oliver, 
Jenifer Simpson, Wendy Collier, and the 
Queensland Branch as a team.  

During these past 20 years the Donkey Digest 
has been informative, entertaining, the carrier 
of good and bad news, and has been 
consistently of an incredibly high standard.  
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Reading through the dozens of magazines a 
very fair view of our Society's history and 
"doings" is exceptionally well presented.  

It has been a way that the states can see how 
the other states operate and by photos and 
stories it helps us to visualise the other 
members.  

As a bonus to all this our Junior members 
have been able to enjoy their own pages and 
it has encouraged them to be involved in the 
activities with older members of the family.  

The editors have tried to remain unbiased in 
their presentation and have added their own 
little personal touch to the magazine. The 
Donkey Digest Literary Competition was 
certainly an enormous task take on at the 
time by Denice Moorhouse, then carried on 
by other editors. This competition produced 
magnificent literary entrants from Juniors to 
Seniors on fact, fiction, and poetry. There 
were 84 entrants in the various categories, 
providing enough material for Donkey Digest 
for many years afterwards.  

When Donkey Digest arrives it is always 
opened with anticipation of what and who is 
in this one. The thousands of photos printed 
depict every aspect of donkeys in every 
position possible - literally.  

The editors have managed to collect articles 
from all areas of donkey care and interest. In 
fact, if you had a complete set of Donkey 
Digest then you would possible never need to 
consult another book again, nor need to read 
these chapters.  

Each editor can be very proud of his or her 
time spent preparing Donkey Digest and if 
Donkey Digest continues this way, then we 
can look forward to some great magazines.  

WELFARE 

 

Unfortunately, this book must contain a 
chapter depicting the cruel beginnings of 
donkeys that were the great grandparents of 
the donkeys that enjoy their life in our 
paddocks.  

History is always full of cruel times, and in the 
1970s the donkeys suffered by the thousands 
at the hands of man. When cattle were 
rounded up, inevitably donkeys came to 
paddocks too - these donkeys were 
considered a nuisance until horse dealers 
began to realise that there was a market for 
them. They were obtained mostly for nothing; 
they just had to be transported East to be sold 
for pet food or for pets.  

It was a black decade for the donkeys and a 
decade of battle for the then Australian and 
New Zealand Donkey Breed Society. Donkeys 
were being loaded into huge road trains in the 
northern and western heat and brought down 
during our cold winter. For days they 
travelled, not unloaded, or rested at all. Many 
atrocities occurred, like mothers and foals 
being separated, Jennies aborting, donkeys 
dying from injuries. Worst of all, they suffered 
complete dejection, then caught pneumonia 
when made to come to the cold climate.  

Those of us who were at these markets and 
stockyards when they arrived will never forget 
the look in the donkeys' eyes, the bowed 
heads, their injuries, their swollen legs and 
hanging ears. It is difficult to try to describe it, 



Brayings                                                                                                          May 2022 

20 
 

and yet those of you who fortunately didn’t 
have to go through those times can surely 
picture what your own donkey would look like 
after such treatment  

Back in the outback the method used to 
round up the donkeys was to get them into a 
yard then run them up a race that had spikes 
coming from it pointing frontwards on an 
angle - if the donkey tried to reverse the spike 
would be driven into his neck. Many donkeys 
arrived with wounds consistent with that type 
of injury.  

It was now realised that the Society was going 
to be the donkeys’ voice and so a welfare 
committee was set up in December 1973, 
headed by Colin Lawry.  

This group of very aggressive agitators 
became the horse dealers' nightmare. The 
markets were observed and raided, the local 
councils haunted, the media was bombarded 
with stories of cruelty, and of course donkeys 
were being bought and rescued at every 
market Their condition was appalling - thin, 
weak and sick, dejected and miserable. Many 
died, others were nursed back to health only 
to die later because their damaged heart 
muscles couldn't cope with the new weight 
increase. In 1974 the Federal Council donated 
$100 to the RSPCA to encourage them to fight 
a little harder for the donkeys.  

Meetings were held month after month with 
Members of Parliament and other welfare 
groups. Eventually ANZDBS was instrumental 
in helping to bring the Animal Cruelty Act 
before the Legislative Council for the first time 
in the history of Victoria  

In 1976 more huge transports arrived. From 
then it was compulsory to have RSPCA 
inspectors along the route to inspect the 
donkeys. In 1978 the issuing of permits to 
bring donkeys from Western Australia and the 
Northern Territory was eventually stopped. It 
was an enormous relief that at last something 

had been done. It was too late to help 
thousands, but like everything in life, I guess, 
sometimes one must suffer to serve another.  

Fortunately, the demand for donkeys began 
to wane a little by 1980, and so it was not 
such a lucrative business for the horse 
dealers.  

Over the next ten years many reports of the 
plight and status of donkeys in the outback 
reached our ears with survey numbers, 
methods of destruction when numbers rise, 
and ideas as to what can be done with all the 
donkeys.  

No-one knows the answer and it doesn't do to 
think too deeply about their fate, but it can't 
possibly be as bad as that of their relatives 
who had to travel east Most of us are grateful 
for a chance to buy some of those poor 
animals, to have for ourselves to use as pets 
or for breeding, but one can't help but feel a 
little guilty that we were in a way responsible 
for their suffering, by promoting the donkey 
and therefore increasing the market demand. 

 

 

 

CONCLUSION  
I wish, during these pages, I could mention 
the hundreds of people who have participated 
in the moulding of our great Society. To do so 
would not only be impossible, but there 
would be an enormous risk of someone being 
missed. I think it is enough to say that the 
Society is its members, past and present, and 
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each one has contributed in some way to its 
success. So, to every member since 1972 - 
thank you for being a member and for your 
loyalty.  

Behind every member there has always been 
a driving force and in most cases it would be a 
donkey or two or more. It would be wonderful 
to be able to print every donkey's name here 
too, but it can’t be done. However, just for 
fun I have at random picked out a few names 
which in their time were known for various 
reasons. Please don't be offended if yours 
isn’t here - as I said, I plucked out these 
names at random: Jason, Benjamin, Jim, 
Snowman, Pepper, Jaro, Bindi, Shane, 
Calamity Jane, Sugar Belle, Elijah, Coco, Pedro, 
Herman, Saltbush Bill, Blaze, Mandingo, Inky 
Pinky Ponky, Casey, Jock, Dusty, Jericho, 
Possum, Penny, Hijack, Bess, Pablo, Suzi, 
Amigo, Janie, Little Sport, Melita, Oscar, 
Thruppence, Bauzaami, Fred, Sarah, Bunty, 
Belladonna, Pegasus, Gypsy, Duffy, Poco, 
Midnight, Holly, Rosemaree, Emma, Sasha, 
Zanca, Abe, Honey, Jacob, Mischief, 
Honeysuckle, Toffee, Matilda, El Rohen, 

Verushka, Velvet Katie, Alfonze, Nellie, 
Smokey, Mistletoe, Kim, Nuzi, Dolly, Brandy, 
Tammy, Crystal, Joshua, Ned, Fizzle Wizzle, 
Jasper, Henry, Raindrop, Pebbles, Freckles, 
Thumper.  

The most important donkey in the world is 
your donkey - you don’t have to prove it to 
anyone that he or she is the best Please enjoy 
the company of your donkey, give it the best 
of everything, including your love and you will 
receive much more from him or her in return.  

Be grateful that the Donkey Society of 
Australia is there to support you and your 
donkey over every obstacle you face. 
Remember there are 20 years of experience, 
20 years of devotion to make sure that the 
donkey of Australia will be protected till the 
end of time. 

 

 

Memoir from Bruce Taylor 
From the 30th Anniversary collection produced in 2002

 

Our interest in donkeys began not long after 
we moved to Arthurs Creek.  Barbara had a 

horse for pleasure riding, and I must have 
mentioned donkeys somewhere in a 
conversation, as lo and behold my next 
birthday present was a jenny.  In those days 
they were hard to find, and a “horsey” friend 
eventually found one with Denise Moorhouse.  
It took hours to load her to bring from 
Mooroolbark and was she confined to the 
float for some time!  She was in foal, and later 
unfortunately died. 

It was decided that she needed a friend, and 
that started a round of rescues from the truck 
loads being brought from the Kimberley 
region and the Northern territory.  At one 
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stage we had well over 20 donkeys on the 12 
acres where we were living at the time.  We 
still have Matilda who came from a rescue 
situation. 

A Society membership form came with the 
first donkey, and shortly after we were off to 
the AGM at a church hall in East Melbourne.  
Barbara was co-opted to become a delegate 
at the next federal meeting and things have 
gone on ever since in various capacities. 

I do remember Barbara going to a Federal 
meeting at Jill Howard’s house in Sydney and 
ringing me from the airport saying that she 
had left all the paperwork at home.  I had to 
drive to Tullamarine and somehow managed 
to get them on the next plane to Sydney. 

In the early days I remember going to donkey 
classes at Agricultural shows on five 

consecutive weekends at Lilydale, Whittlesea, 
Dandenong, Yea and Kilmore.  Our 
Championship Shows at one time had so 
many entries in some classes there was a 
need for elimination rounds before final 
judging could start.  There were many 
members and field/fun days were well 
attended, but like hula-hoops the interest 
tended to fluctuate over the years.  As the 
“original” members and their families grew 
older they often developed other interests. 

Later we purchased ‘Little Sport’ and began a 
breeding program.  We later bred “Cameo” as 
a second stud jack.  Over the years breeders 
have become much more responsible in the 
selection of breeding stock and the number of 
foals produced. 

Keysoe Stud 
Written by Ruth Walker in 2002

The Keysoe Stud began in August 1969 in 
Tasmania, with the arrival of six wild donkeys 
from the Northern Territory, but the real 
beginning for the stud was Henry, a small 
gelding we had while we lived in England.  

Henry joined the family some time in 1966 as 
a riding donkey for my older brother, Graham.  
As soon as Max (my twin brother) and I were 
old enough, we also rode Henry and 
apparently, he was very handy for carrying us 
places when we were too young to walk to 
them.  My mother tells me we were quite safe 
because as soon as Henry felt one of us listing 
to one side, he would stop and refuse to move 
again until we were straightened up. 

I was only 2½ years old when we left England 
(and Henry) behind so I can’t remember him, 
but apparently, I loved him, and so my mother 
promised us another donkey when we got to 
Tasmania.  A promise I held her to by 
repeatedly saying, “Where’s my Henry 
donkey?  I want my Henry donkey.”  
Obviously, the donkeys are a passion that 
took a very early hold of me. 
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When my mother promised to buy us another 
donkey in Tasmania, she had no way of 
knowing how difficult this would be.  She 
found it impossible to buy just one donkey in 
Tasmania, and so made the decision to buy six 
wild donkeys from the mainland and start a 
stud. These six donkeys were Pete, Jason, 
Sally, Mandy, Jane, and Katey.  My mother’s 
book ‘A Joy of Wild Asses’ is the story of these 
six donkeys and their adaptation from feral 
donkeys to stud donkeys and family pets.  
Keysoe, our stud prefix, is where we lived in 
England. 

My earliest donkey memories are of taming 
and riding those six wild donkeys and so all six 
have been important in teaching me about 
donkeys.  Two of these six (Sally and Jason) 
have also had a lasting influence on the stud 
and many of the donkeys bred here are 
descendants of either Sally or Jason. From a 
very early age, I helped with training the 
donkeys and we all had our own special 
donkey to ride.  For many years we were part 
of the Central Victorian Donkey Club and took 
part in regular club activities.  When we 
moved near Bendigo, we were part of a small 
group of people who started The Bendigo and 
District Donkey and Mule Club. 

During this time, we also had ponies and went 
to Pony Club regularly and although I always 
enjoyed the ponies and learnt a lot with them, 
I still found that they could not replace my 
donkeys.  By the time I was in my teens, all my 
school holidays were booked up with donkey 
training for myself and for other people.  Over 
the years, I’ve handled and trained a lot of 
different donkeys, and this is very useful 
experience to draw on now, of course this is 
not to say that there are no surprises left! 

As well as training/riding/driving the donkeys, 
we have had an ongoing breeding program.  
Before 1976, our donkeys were all Australian 
donkeys, and then in 1976 two foals (Keysoe 
Mimi and Keysoe David) by the imported 

English jack Novington Benjamin, were born, 
and my mother also purchased a colt by 
Benjamin, Geraldine Lodge Nullabor.  The 
introduction of English bloodlines to the stud 
marked a split in the breeding program.  My 
mother still owned Sally who had grown up 
into a nice riding donkey and she wanted to 
breed larger donkeys from her, so Sally was 
bred to Jericho (owned by Mag Herbert) and 
in January 1977 foaled a colt foal, Keysoe 
Sascha.  Since this time, all the smaller 
donkeys have carried the English/Irish 
bloodlines (many of them are also 
descendants of Jason) and the larger donkeys 
are bred separately and kept free from the 
smaller bloodlines.  Our larger donkeys go 
back to Sascha and Sally. 

As I grew up, I worked with the donkeys and 
learned from them and my mother but 
handing over the reins of the stud was a 
gradual process.  I had my own donkeys from 
quite a young age, but I think the first foal I 
really bred myself was Keysoe Dulcy. 

With so many years and so many donkeys 
there are always our favourites and the ones 
who stand out for one reason or another, I 
have mentioned some of them in this story, 
but I would also like to talk about two 
important foundation jennies who came into 
the stud many years ago.   

Keysoe Dinah joined the stud while we were 
still in Tasmania although she actually came 
from Victoria.  Never a feral donkey but 
always somewhat difficult to live with, I have 
stood and admired her trot many times over 
the years and tried not to think about the fact 
that we were actually trying to catch her.  She 
was an outstanding little jenny and the 
matriarch of our “D” family.  She had one foal 
(Pepe – a gelding who was owned by Carol 
Finch) before we bought her, and then many 
foals for us.  The first of these was Keysoe 
Debutante by Keysoe Jason.  Debbie was also 
our first live jenny foal, and always one of our 
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special favourites.  Dinah stayed with us until 
her death a few years ago when she was in 
her thirties. 

The other jenny was Bush Echoes Misty.  I’m 
sure almost everyone has read my mother’s 
book ‘Australian Donkeys’ but most people 
wouldn’t know who the jenny and foal on the 
cover are.  The jenny is Bush Echoes Misty, 
and the foal is Bush Echoes Shane.  At that 
time, they were owned by Norah and Cliff 
Russell, but both later joined the Keysoe Stud.  
Misty was a sweet natured donkey that could 
be ridden and driven, but for me her standout 
achievement in the stud was producing 
Keysoe Mimi, a particular favourite of mine 
and now the matriarch of the stud.  Misty was 
one of those jennies who had every foal in 
bad weather.  I remember Mimi was born in 
the stable because there was a fierce 
thunderstorm that evening. 

Of course, there have been the down times in 
the stud too, we’ve lost some of our foals and 
I had to bottle feed one of our foals after his 
mother died when he was a fortnight old, and 
we’ve had the donkeys so long that even 
some of our babies have grown old and died.  
Currently, our oldest donkey is Mimi, she will 
be 26 this year but I like to think I will have 
her for some more years yet.  Sadly, Keysoe 
Debutante died in 1995 at 23 but we still have 
one of her daughters, and Dulcy is her 
granddaughter.  Sometimes the Vet’s bill gets 
a bit out-of-hand but I’m thankful that 
donkeys are healthy, hardy animals and with 
good care the problems aren’t too numerous.  

Most of our friends have donkeys and many 
of our outings and holidays involve donkeys in 
one way or another.  My donkeys and I have 
such a long history together that they are my 
extended family, and so much a part of my 
life, I can’t remember, or imagine, life without 
them.  

Keysoe Sally 

Keysoe Katey 

Keysoe Katey 
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Historic Photos 
 

1977 Championship Show – Val Donald and 
Freckles 

1992 Championship Show – Harness Class 

1994 Championship Show – Keysoe Maude 

 

1994 Championship Show 

1994 Championship Show – Fancy Dress 

1998 Championship Show – Fancy Dress 
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1998 Championship Show – Led Gelding 

2004 Garibaldi Camp 

2004 Inverleigh Camp – Katy 

2004 - Hans Streefkerk driving "Mandy", 
James Powell driving "Saffron", with Dom 
Powell as passenger, Pam Newton, Ricci 

Powell on "Njika" and Dianne Toe riding Cindy. 

2006 Inverleigh Camp  

2007 – Jan Murray and Spring Gully Donna 
(with Irene Pope) 

2007 Hans Streefkerk and Leanne Davey in 
the driving seat with donkeys Wendanjo Cindy, 

Wendanjo Mandy, Skye Park Thunder and 
Skye Park Midnight 
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2007 – Hans and Susannah, Jan and Cindy, 
Chris and Grace, Linda and Katy, Dianne and 
Nijka, Fiona and Simon, James, and Kazoo 

2009 Assabouts - L to R Heather Bradbury 
with Spaghetti, Rosmarie on Duncan, Lynda 

Hall with Katy Fiona Mottram with Simon, and 
Lorraine McClusky with Treacle

List of Appreciation 
The following members have exceeded certain milestones this year – these are current members 
who have not had their membership lapse for more than 5 years. 

50 Years 
Clare Davis 
 

40 Years 
Barbara Taylor 
Jo Bond 
 

30 Years 
Leanne Davey 
Fiona Mottram 
Pam Newton 
Pat Streefkerk 
Susie Zent 
Ruth Walker 
 

20 Years 
Heather Bradbury 
Christine Burns 
Hilary Dortmans 
Maxie-Lou Hatton 
Lorraine McCluskey 

Jan Murray 
Thea Newton 
Debra Payne 
Wendy Tooke 
Josine Butler 
 

10 Years  
Frank Aylen 
Ann Berrett 
Ruth Bowles 
Julie Duperouzel 
Rosemarie O'Shannon 
Ruth Payne 
Chris Pelton 
Christian Wriedt 
Tracey Brand 
Stephenie Campbell 
Ann Ebbott 
Andrea Hearn 
Hazel Knight 
Susan Lambert 
Felicity Snowden 
Ursula Weidenmuller 

Dianne Bentley 
Karli Chase 
Yvonne Maxfield 
Susan Taylor 
Christine Trotter 
Carol Wilson 
Kim Dalton 
John O'Connor 
Clare Westmacott 
Nina Sampson  
 

Honourable 
Mentions 
The following did not meet 
the above criteria but have 
been long term members: 
Debra Baker 
Heather Ingram 
Robyn Foa 
Lindon Marks 
Kitty Byrnes 
Deb Hanton 
Haydi Kubrak 
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Assabouts 
Words and photos from Fiona Mottram 

I think Foster Show 2022 Donkey and Mule 
Classes was the most enjoyable showing I 
have ever done. It may be partly due to joy at 
relative release from Covid postponements 
and cancellations of so many events, but 
there was an especially strong air of delight 
and comradeship this time. The other 
competitors applauded all animals, regardless 
of where they placed. People helped hold and 
tidy up each other’s animals. There was lots of 
verbal encouragement. It was relaxed. It was a 
pleasure to participate. 

Team Carbery came in force from Nar Nar 
Goon with mini mules Zippy Bertie Beetle, 
Apache, and Pedro. Tanya Carbery was 
accompanied by her sister Renee, who was 
taking photos and videos. Friends Ros 
Simmonds and Bek Hookem came as mule 
wranglers. The trio wore specially printed 
matching t-shirts with a donkey silhouette on 
the front, and their individual name and the 
name of the mule they were handling written 
on the back. They looked sensational! 

 

Nina Sampson returned from Drouin South 
with her elderly mule Yurrah Possum to 
defend and reclaim his title as Champion Led 
Mule. Possum was incredibly willing and 
speedy – the bond between him and Nina was 
a pleasure to observe. This time she also 

brought her elderly chestnut donkey Sandy 
who also did really well, winning Led ADSA 
Registered Donkey and Reserve Champion Led 
Donkey. Nina’s husband Steve helped out 
with lead rope holding at strategic moments 
and chauffeuring duties 

Catherine and Henry Senn from Hernes Oak 
showed their donkey Bobby for the first time. 
He did everything he was asked, but 
consistently managed to do so at a slow, 
super-dignified pace. Their persistence and 
patience won them the Judge’s 
Encouragement Award! 

Clint Cowan from Moe brought mule Hawaiki 
Topaz (aka Callie) for both led and ridden 
classes. Catherine Senn and I have both been 
past owners of Callie, so it was a happy 
reunion! Clint very kindly helped me handle 
my longears when I had three entered in a 
class as my arranged handler was unable to 
attend at the last minute. Clint was cheerfully 
competitive regardless of which animal he 
was in charge of. This made the led games 
particularly fun. Callie won Champion Ridden 
Mule. 

Ross West and I brought four donkeys and 
two mules. Two donkeys – Blithe Moon 
Walkaway (aka Sixer) and Keysoe Mathoura 
(aka Marlo) were youngsters gaining 
experience. It was 2yo Sixer’s first show and 
4yo Marlo’s third. Although a mature 
teenager, Keysoe Shane (aka Snowy) was 
attending his 2nd show. Almost 30yo, Yurrah 
Frosty was a last-minute substitute for 5yo 
Yurrah Romy who had managed to rub too 
much skin off his rump while floating three 
days earlier. The mules who attended were 
Yurrah Mollycoddle (aka Molly) attending her 
first show for experience, and the very 
experienced Yurrah UpsaDaisy (aka Daisy). I 
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was delighted that Marlo won Champion Led 
Donkey. (Note that the Led classes included 
obstacles and packing classes). The others all 
performed really well even if they were tense 
because of the noisy, challenging 
environment. 

Christine Johnson from Lockwood made an 
imaginative judge. For example, not only did 
we have to walk our longears through the 
sheer curtains flapping from the archway, but 
she also asked us to back our animals through 
them too! Not easy on a very windy day. Chris 
also wowed the crowd to cheer and clap as 
each entry began and completed the obstacle 
course – whether led, wearing packs, or 
ridden. Those longears would swivel as the 
applause rippled. Chris introduced each 
handler, stated where they had travelled 
from, and what their animal’s name was. 
While Ross and I were harnessing up Frosty 
and Daisy as the only entrants in the snigging 
class, Chris had the other competitors and 
their animals playing more games and 
participating in a jump off competition. Both 
entrants and the spectators loved it. 

The prizes on the table at the Judge’s 
marquee progressively dwindled. A range of 
NRG equine Products from DSV member 
Boyce Deverell’s business The NRG team, 
were arrayed across the table thanks to 
generous donating by both Boyce and DSV 
member Clare Davis. Oaten chaff and Coprice 
G (grow and breed) pellets, wormer and 
mineral licks supplied by Ag Warehouse 
(formerly MG) store at Foster thanks to 
donations by DSV member Harriet Shing and 
the store piled next to the table. Donkey 
Supreme packets donated by Kohnke’s Own 
were the extra prizes awarded to sash 
winners and as the Judge’s thank you. Ross 
West gave honey from his beehive to both the 
Judge and to local vet group employee Sue 
Fleming who cheerfully stewarded for us. 

 

Sash Results: 

 CHAMPION LED DONKEY – Keysoe 
Mathoura – Fiona Mottram 

 RESERVE CHAMPION LED DONKEY – 
Sandy – Nina Sampson 

 CHAMPION LED MULE - Yurrah 
Possum – Nina Sampson 

 RESERVE CHAMPION LED MULE - 
Zippy Bertie Beetle – Tanya Carbery 

 CHAMPION RIDDEN DONKEY MULE 
OR HINNY - Hawaiki Topaz – Clint 
Cowan 

 RESERVE CHAMPION RIDDEN DONKEY 
MULE OR HINNY - Yurrah UpsaDaisy - 
Fiona Mottram 

The Show’s full results were posted on the 
DSV Facebook page and on the Mules & 
Hinnies Across Australia Facebook page. The 
local paper included three photos and the 
results from the donkey and mule classes in 
their multi-page coverage of the show. I 
organize the classes for donkeys and mules 
every two years. If you’d like to join in, come 
along to Foster on the 4th Saturday in 
February 2024. Next time will include 
different classes as I like to mix it up. Popular 
demand means that the Standing Jump and 
Fancy-Dress classes will be included next time. 

Two equal firsts at right and second at left - 
Led Obstacle Class 5 yrs. and over - Ros 

Simmonds with Apache 
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Donkey and Mule Led Champions Line Up - 

From L to R -Cathy and Henry Senn and 
Bobby - Steve and Nina Sampson with 

Possum and Sandy - Ross West with Keysoe 
Mathoura and Tanya Carbery with Zippy Bertie 

Beetle 

Tanya Carbery with Zippy Bertie Beetle and 
Fiona Mottram with Yurrah Mollycoddle as 

winner and second place 

Nina Sampson with Yurrah Possum and Ross 
West with Yurrah UpsaDaisy lead the Mules 

Bending Race 1st heat.  

Fiona and Keysoe Mathoura over the platform 

FOUR days before Foster Show, three 
Assabouts and donkeys tackled challenges at 
Urban Trails, an equine obstacle trail course at 
Nar Nar Goon in West Gippsland. For $50 per 
handler, we could stay as many hours as we 
wanted, playing on a large number of 
imaginative obstacles located across a couple 
of acres. The intrepid humans were Catherine 
and Henry Senn, Pauline Keil and Fiona 
Mottram. Tanya Carbery had to cancel as her 
young daughter was home sick from school. 
The unsuspecting donkeys were Cathy’s 
Bobby and Fiona’s Marlo (Keysoe Mathoura), 
Sixer (Blithe Moon Walkaway), Snowy (Keysoe 
Shane) and Romy (Yurrah Romy). 

The donkeys’ calm willingness to try virtually 
every obstacle amazed me. It also made me 
feel full of warmth that they trusted us so 
much, especially as Pauline isn’t known to my 
animals. Before trying out the obstacles, we 
simply walked the donkeys among and around 
them at a distance so they could just have a 
look. And they did appreciate the opportunity, 
doing plenty of staring and thinking. Then we 
began by doing the simpler obstacles and 
working up to the ones we expected would be 
harder. Occasionally we stopped for a relaxing 
graze and a cuddle so they could process the 
new information. One item the donkeys really 
didn’t like was a water obstacle where the 
animal steps onto a board set in a long flat 
box surround. As their weight pushes down 
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on the board, water rushes up through holes 
in it. The sound and wetness were a challenge 
too far that day. (Romy and Bobby were 
happy to drink out of the lagoon but the 
others insisted on staying well away from that 
too). The other bother were the lifelike 
statues of sheep and the less lifelike but 
obviously effective fake cattle. It took time, 
treats to reward positive behaviour, and 
patient encouragement before the donkeys 
would sniff these items before relaxing beside 
them. Otherwise, the donkeys crossed 
bridges, including a couple that had purposely 
saggy, swaying centre sections. They walked 
through a cave-like replica of a covered 
wagon. They were not fazed by stepping 
stones made of circular wooden platforms or 
dirt-filled tyres, narrow passages painted 
bright colours, hanging fire hoses flapping in 
the wind or series of wooden shapes to step 
over. The highlight was persuading three 
donkeys to simultaneously stand on the 
Wonky Donkey. This was a hexagonal 
platform mounted above the ground in a 
manner that meant it dipped and swayed as 
weight was applied on the platform. Sadly, we 
only obtained photos of two donkeys at a 
time, but the threesomes were a hoot! We 
had such a beaut time; we have booked to 
return – with others invited – on 26 April after 
school holidays finish. Mules are expected to 
attend on the second visit as well as donkeys. 

Catherine with Bobby on the See Saw 

Brayings - Pauline Keil encourages Marlo onto 
the saggy bridge section 

Pauline Keil and Romy left with Fiona Mottram 
and Sixer 

Cathy Senn with Bobby on the twin humps 
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The Plains Speaking 
Activities of Gippsland Asstrax Members. 

Compiled by Jennifer McNab: photos by 
Tracey Brand, Hilary Dortmans, Jennifer 
McNab and a special thank you to K Ranch 
Mules for supplying some wonderful photos of 
Tucker in training. 

In the last few months, we have been able to 
manage a couple of get-togethers. For the 
Asstrax in March, Ann, Heather B and Jenny 
took Heatherbrae Jackston and Southern Sky’s 
Miranda out for a short drive around 
Toongabbie. It was so nice to get out in the 
sunshine with the donkeys. Peter and Graham 
joined the small group for lunch. 

Heather and Heatherbrae Jackston and Ann 
with Southern Sky’s Miranda 

Ann and Southern Sky’s Miranda 

At the end of March, Peter and I were very 
pleased to be able to host a visit from Ruth, 
Ben, Chase, and Keith at Lownthwaite.  Friday 
evening the four guests arrived for dinner and 

chat. Saturday morning after a quick tour to 
meet Zahara Yclipse, Wombalyn Rise Henry, 
Heatherbrae Jackston and for Ruth to renew 
her acquaintance with Keysoe Duncan, we left 
to visit Tracey and John at Wombalyn Rise. 
Here we spent several hours meeting all the 
animals. Awapuni Tex’s Ethel (Ettie) obligingly 
dropped her foal two days before the visitors 
arrived. Chase took special interest in meeting 
Bramoth’s Izagora (Izzy) who is her Kona’s 
dam. Ruth was particularly keen to meet 
AMMJ jack Awapuni Dallas. After a lovely 
donkey day, we all adjourned to the Heyfield 
Pub for dinner. Sunday morning, we all went 
to Toongabbie to visit Ann and Graham at 
Ardock farm. We had a leisurely walk around 
the paddocks to meet and admire all their 
beautiful donkeys and horses before the 
guests needed to drive home. Everyone 
agreed it had been a lovely weekend. 

April Asstrax was wet, so Hilary, Peter and 
Jenny met at Ann’s to work on paperwork: the 
Risk Assessment and Guidelines for Asstrax 
outings have now been completed. Let’s hope 
this helps in securing DSV’s 2022-’23 
insurance. 

We visit Tracey and John at Wombalyn Rise 
regularly to spend time with our lovely Windy 
Ridge Black Mariah and Lownthwaite Archer 
and all the other donkeys and cobs.   We 
particularly enjoy spending time with all the 
foals and their different personalities. Last 
week the 4 foals were microchipped along 
with 1 older donkey. Wombalyn Rise Venus, 
WR Calypso, WR Cooper (3 weeks old), L 
Archer plus older jenny WR Adele received 
their permanent identification. 
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Awapuni Tex's Ethel (Ettie) with new foal 
Wombalyn Rise Cooper 

Choosing new owners for our animals can be 
an onerous task. We know that we have no 
control once they leave our care. We want to 
give them the best we can provide particularly 
with the youngsters. Hilary’s Eaglehawk foals 
are now well grown and will soon be off to 
their new homes. E Audrey, E Opal, E Sullivan, 
E Minnie, and E Lady Lydia can all look 
forward to being loved and pampered with 
their new owners.  

ESullivan, E Lady Lydia and E Opal 

A recent follow-up of one of Tracey’s 
breeding, mule Tucker, shows him well on the 
way to being a very well trained and a valued 
member of the team. It is this sort of training 
which sets an animal up for the best chance at 

a good life. [Check out K Ranch Mules FB page 
for some great photos and videos]. 

Tucker started under saddle 

Here at Lownthwaite we enjoyed Easter with 
our grandchildren.  There was craft, Easter 
egg hunting, bike riding, donkey riding, 
feeding out, carrot-o’clock and plenty of 
donkey pats and cuddles. We hope everyone 
enjoyed an equally fun Easter. 

Aveen and Madeleine share donkey cuddles 
with Zahara Yclipse 
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Pat’s Corner  
Advice from Life Member, Harness Driver and former Rider and Breeder Pat Streefkerk.  
 
Congratulations to the Donkey Society on reaching 
50 years, I have been a member for 46 of those. 

My early memories of the Donkey Society start in 
Dec 1976, when we bought our first donkey. It 
took us some time to find a donkey, and in the 
end, we bought a 5yr old 12hh jack, to be gelded 
before he was delivered. He arrived a very sick 
donkey from an amateur castration, but survived, 
and with training became an excellent riding 
donkey. We named him Casper. We joined the 
Donkey Society when we bought him, from an 
advertisement in the Yellow Pages, and so we took 
Casper off to the Championship Show at Lilydale in 
1976, after only 4 months of recovery from his 
gelding, and then training to ride. We came 
proudly home with a couple of ribbons. It was a 
huge show, with large numbers of donkeys 
competing, well over 50 donkeys used to attend in 
those years.  

We had Casper for a couple of years and sold him 
to friends, as all the children were riding ponies by 
then. But we continued to attend Society events. 
We registered our stud prefix ‘Wendanjo’, made 
from the names of our 3 children, Wendy, Anne, 
and John. We made some great friendships in 
those times, which have continued to this day.  

Then in early 1980 we came across this beautiful 
14hh jenny in the local dealers’ yard and could not 
resist buying her. She was quiet but not trained, 
but we had her trained to both saddle and harness 
in a very short time. Her first outing was to a 
Donkey Society Field Day in March, then to the 
Championship Show, the Royal Melbourne Show 
and the Geelong Show, all in 1980.   

I can remember at her first Championship Show 
having a lady following Sarah and me around, 
saying please sell her to me, put a silly price on her 
and I will double it. Hans looked a bit tempted, but 
I refused to part with her. She was the biggest 
donkey there and a pleasure to ride and drive. 

By the next year we also had our mule Elum and 
took both him and Sarah to Bendigo Easter Show in 
both saddle and harness events, he and Sarah in 
the float towed by Hans and I towed the trailer 
with 2 carts. 

For many years we attended every show that had 
donkey classes, in Victoria, and all the Society 
events such as Activity days and social days, and 
gradually acquired more donkeys, the next being 
Keysoe Katey, from whom we bred our hinny, 
Twinkle. Overall, the intervening years we 
continued to have donkeys and mules, and of 
course our imported Mammoth Jack, Cokeley 
Major Leo in 1999. I still have 2 donkeys here now. 
And I was on the committee for many years and 
honoured to be made a Life Member. 

Field day 1980, L to R pony Bindi, Wendanjo 
Casper, Wendanjo Sarah and Hankie Pankie 

Wendy Streefkerk on Wendanjo Casper, 1977 
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Wendy Streefkerk and Wendanjo Elum, 1981 

Pat 
Streefkerk on Wendanjo Sarah 1980 

Welcome to new and returning Members 
 Lee-Ann McLaughlan 

Welcome to new member Lee-Anne Mclauchlan.  Lee-Anne, who found out about the Society 
through the internet, is the owner of three donkeys - Australian gelding Billycart, known as Billy came 
first, followed by Irish Jack Finn, then Irish Jenny Priscilla, apparently named after Priscilla Presley, 
and looking very much like her namesake. Lee-Anne is a keen bush walker, and her interest in 
donkeys started when she was trekking in Morocco, accompanied by a team of donkeys carrying 
packs and provisions, and she was impressed by the love the donkey’s owners had for their animals, 
who were not only a means of livelihood, but also very much part of the family. 
 

 Jeannie Coffey 
Jean Coffey (Jeannie) & husband Peter were foundation members of the original Donkey Society, the 
ANZDBS, with the first meeting held in 1972 at their property in Wattle Glen. They started Stony 
Ridge Donkey Stud with their first donkey Benjamin & 4 ‘wild’ Jennies - Candy, Snowy, Brandy & 
Sophia. Candy turned out to be in foal with the beautiful Misty with whom they were persuaded to 
join the show circuit to promote the image of the donkey. Over the next 12 years much was learned 
& many friends were made & the stud grew to a maximum of 28 with a combination of rescues & 
Jeannie’s attempts to breed broken coloured donkeys from Australian stock. Around this time the 
children’s interests turned from riding to water sports, Peter had a lucky escape from lung cancer & 
Jeannie returned to work full time.  
The process of rehoming most of the donkeys was painful but did leave paddock space to take the 
overflow from May Dodds’ nearby Donkey Shelter when needed. In 1997 Peter & Jeannie purchased 
a retirement cottage by the sea in Tenby Point on Westernport where they finally moved to in 2004 - 
the remaining 2 donkeys joining May’s Shelter. Sadly, Peter died 10 years ago & Jeannie has finally 
decided to downsize to a Retirement village near Melbourne closer to daughters Shaunie & Meli & 
their families (Adam & family are in Perth). The downsizing process led Jeannie through her collection 
of donkey books & ornaments bringing back many happy memories of past friendships & activities 
which drew her to joining our current Society. She would particularly like to support the Society in its 
welfare activities & attend the next Championship Show.  
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