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Front cover photo – Original watercolour by Chase 
Day 

Back cover – Arthur and Alfie. Photo by Karen and 
Ron Gray 

Contributions for publication in Brayings are 
extremely welcome!  

Please send your news and photographs to Editor 
Chase Day preferably by email to 
donkey@hmdp.com 

If you do not have access to email, you can post your 
contribution to Chase Day, PO Box 490, Ballan VIC 
3342 
 
Submissions may be subject to editing. 
 
Disclaimer 
The information and opinions expressed in this 
newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
Donkey Society of Victoria (DSV) or the Editor. While 
reasonable care is taken on our behalf the DSV takes 
no responsibility for any errors or omissions in 
information in this newsletter. Readers are advised to 
get professional advice where required.  
 
Brayings is the official quarterly newsletter of the 
Donkey Society of Victoria Inc., ABN 82 148 300 307, 
Registration no. A0000117Z (www.donkey.org.au), a 
member of the Affiliated Donkey Societies of 
Australia. 

Brayings is printed by Larkin Printers Leongatha 

Editorial 
Hurray, Victoria is now out of hard lockdown and the 
metro and regional areas have reunited…. I hope that 
everyone is enjoying seeing their families and friends 
and starting plans for Christmas. 
 
I also hope that everyone survived the recent crazy 
weather, my donkeys were okay but definitely not 
impressed. 
 
Thank you to everyone who sent in photos of their 
foals, I sure do love looking at all the cute baby 
photos!!!! 
 
 
Chase Day 

Can we help you? 
  
Committee email: donkeyinfo@donkey.org.au 
 
President and Web Manager 
Keith Day 
GORDON 
Ph 0434 246967  
Email: keith@hyphen8.com.au 
 
Vice President 
Benjamin Harris 
WOODVALE 
Ph 0439 389843 
Email: ben.harris245@gmail.com 
 
Secretary and Facebook  
Ruth Walker 
2 Downie Rd, WOODVALE, 3556  
Ph 0409 606306  
Email: donkeysocvic@gmail.com  
 
Treasurer, Welfare Officer & Brayings Editor 
Chase Day 
GORDON 
Ph 0411 335738 
Email: donkey@hmdp.com 
 
Committee Members 
Leanne Davey 
PEARCEDALE  
Email: skyepark2000@gmail.com 
 
Ann Berrett 
TOONGABBIE 
Email: annber2016@outlook.com 
 
Chris Scott 
STRATHMERTON 
Email: chrisscott4@bigpond.com 
 
Membership Administrator 
Peter McNab 
1713 Cairnbrook Road, GLENGARRY 
PH 0407 485032  
Email: membership.dsv@gmail.com 
 
ADSA Registration 
https://www.donkeysadsa.org/registration 
Kerri Haynes-Lovell – Registrar 
104 Luthers Road, HALFWAY CREEK, NSW 2460.  
Email - lotsodogs@iinet.net.au 
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Half year memberships 
Just a reminder that from January new members can purchase half yearly memberships that will run 
from January to June 2022!!!! 
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Merry Christmas from all of 
us on the Committee of the 
Donkey Society of Victoria 
– may you have a safe and 
happy holiday season! 
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Assignations 

 
Asstrax 

Contact Ann Berrett - annber2016@outlook.com 
 

 
Assabouts 

Tuesday, 14th December 2021 at the Grand Ridge Rail Trail 
Contact Fiona Mottram - 0447 343 665 (text preferred) or email honkydonkherd@gmail.com 

 
 

Wonthaggi Show 
Saturday, 8th January 2022 

Arena 2 will have donkey and mule classes – led, ridden, and driven plus cones and long reining 
For information visit the Bass Coast – Wonthaggi Summer Show Facebook page 

 
 

Foster Agricultural Show 
Saturday, 26th February 2022 

Fun and Performance Classes. Judge: Chris Lockwood 
Enquiries can be made to Fiona Mottram – details as above 

 

Introducing Bitter Biter 
Avert Fence Munching today... 

Eagerly anticipated by many donkey & horse 
owners, NRG Bitter Biter is at long last ready 
for its release to our customers. Donkeys and 
horses will not like it, but our plan is that 
fences will remain untouched once painted 
with NRG Bitter Biter. 

For some years now, Boyce has been working 
alongside a team of professionals to bring you 
a non-toxic, non swabbable emulsion to paint 
on to fences. While the emulsion appears 
white when painted on for easy sighting, it 
quickly dries clear, giving a satin finish, 
enhancing, protecting, and waterproofing the 

timber. With no harsh fumes, the emulsion is 
safe to use with no messy residue. After using 
NRG Bitter Biter, a quick clean up with water 
is all that is needed, making it time efficient 
too. Incorporating a bittering agent, NRG 
Bitter Biter is designed to discourage donkeys 
and horses from chewing fences and other 
wooden structures. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:annber2016@outlook.com
mailto:honkydonkherd@gmail.com


Avert Fence Munching

Help STOP the timber MUNCHERS!

Proudly created and made in Australia by

THE MOST BITTER TASTE.
DOES NOT CONTAIN CAPSICUM.

QUICK DRYING
WATER-BASED EMULSION.

PERMANENTLY DRIES CLEAR.

WATER RESISTANT QUALITIES
ASSIST IN PROTECTING TIMBER.

LASTS FOR MONTHS SO NO NEED TO
KEEP REAPPLYING ON A REGULAR BASIS.

NO HARSH FUMES.

ONCE DRY, WILL NOT RUB
OFF OR SPOIL CLOTHING.

Coming soon to Produce and Saddlery stores Australia wide
www.nrgteam.com.au
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Foal Brag 
 

Poplargrove Love Me Sweet with her mother 
Poplargrove Jingle Belles in the background 

(Andy Hearn) 

Joy’s Silver Lady with her foal Joy’s Silver 
Lace (Joan Young) 

Ecclestone Brindabella with her foal Joy’s 
Beaufort Blue (Joan Young) 

 

Womablyn Rise Leo (Tracey Brand) 

Wombalyn Rise Luna (Tracey Brand) 

Wombalyn Rise Venus (Tracey Brand) 
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Malakai foal (Shane Carey) 

Jack foal (Hilary Dortmans) 

Daisydowns Clover and jennet foal (Hilary 
Dortmans) 

Eaglehawk Phoebe and foal Eaglehawk Minnie 

Wattlewoods Wee Ulla and her first foal 
Wattlewoods Wee Quinlee (Hazel Knight) 

Wattlewoods Wee Quincy (Hazel Knight) 
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Assabouts 
Words and photos by Fiona Mottram.  
 
Covid-19 restrictions, continuing heavy rain 
and people's work commitments have 
combined to prevent planned and then 
rescheduled Assabouts outings lately. Only 
one ride has occurred, which was on Thursday 
9 September. This was attended by Lynda Hall 
and Fiona Mottram with their half-sibling 
Australian Teamster riding donkeys - jenny 
Farpoint Phoenix and gelding Keysoe Tambo. 
They have the same sire - Keysoe Matchem. 
These two donkeys are close in age (late 
teenage), walk at a similar speed, and enjoy 
each other's company. 

Fiona Mottram on Keysoe Tambo and Lynda 
Hall with Farpoint Phoenix 

Lynda Hall and Farpoint Phoenix 

We had a 12km outing along the Great 
Southern Rail Trail, climbing from Linton Rd 

near Foster up to the top of the range. We 
had a picnic lunch at the Hoddle lookout to 
give the donkeys a rest after the steady hill 
climb, which is reportedly one of, if not the 
steepest rail gradient in Victoria. After lunch 
we travelled on to the former Hoddle Station. 
On the outward trip we travelled part of the 
way along narrow bridle paths that are 
roughly parallel to the rail trail but winding 
through cool temperate rainforest. Phoenix 
was brave about mud and water, so she led 
the way after Tambo refused to lead through 
the slushy bits but was happy to follow her 
anywhere. We decided to return to the main 
trail as soon as possible though after Fiona 
spotted Lynda riding very close past a sun-
basking tiger snake. Tambo nearly trod on it 
too before the snake awoke and shot off to 
safety. Since we'd just been discussing snakes, 
Lynda's first reaction was to insist that Fiona 
was teasing her. But it wasn't a tease - it was 
for real! As usual, walkers and cyclists stopped 
to chat and meet the donkeys. One walker 
was kind enough to take a photo of us 
together. 

Apart from the snake we had a beaut day with 
mild sunny weather. The views from Hoddle 
lookout across Corner Inlet, Wilsons 
Promontory and Bass Strait were crystal clear 
and superb.  

The next Assabouts dates are Thursday 25 
November on the Great Southern Rail Trail 
and Tuesday 14 December on the Grand Ridge 
Rail Trail. Specific locations TBA. Please mark 
the dates in your calendar!  If you are 
interested to attend, please contact Fiona on 
0447 343 665 (text preferred) or message her 
via Facebook. Reminders and locations are 
normally posted on the DSV Facebook page.  
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The Plains Speaking 
Activities of Gippsland Asstrax Members. 

Compiled by Jennifer McNab and Ann Berrett, 
photos by Tracey Brand, Heather McColl, Ann 
Berrett, Peter McNab, Jennifer McNab, and 
Hilary Dortmans 

From Jennifer at ‘Lownthwaite’. 

Another 3 months have slipped by without us 
being able to get together as a group. 
However, we have not been idle. We are 
currently working on our Risk Assessment and 
Management Plan and some of us have made 
additions to our donkey herds. 

At the end of July Southern Sky’s Dolly 
produced a beautiful black jennet for Tracey 
Brand. She is named Wombalyn Rise Venus. 
Nearly three weeks later, in August WR Kenzi 
produced a black, jack foal, WR Leo. Both 
these beauties are the first progeny of home-
grown jack WR Rory. Both foals are friendly 
and well-handled, with very different 
personalities. 

Many months ago, Tracey Brand commenced 
discussions with the Clausens who own 
Awapuni stud in New Zealand, for the 
purchase of AMJ breeding jennets. After a 
couple of delays the three, in foal jennets 
arrived safely. Awapuni Tex’s Ethel (NZ) and 
Bramoth’s Izagora (USA), have been 
purchased by Tracey and Windy Ridge Black 
Mariah (CAN) by the McNabs. They are all in 
foal to Awapuni French Roast with foals due 
between late November and February. We 
are very excited to see what they each 
produce. 

 

 

Left to right, Awapuni Tex's Ethel (to be known 
as Ettie, Windy Ridge Black Mariah, and 
Bramoth's Izagora (to be known as Izzy) 

Heather McColl continues to keep little Comet 
in training with long-reining around the house 
yard. He loves his liquorice allsort treat after a 
good workout. Both Heather and Comet look 
forward to getting together with the group. 

Heather McColl and honorary donkey, Comet 

At ‘Lownthwaite’ we have been through more 
flooding. The ground is super saturated, and I 
have had to go to longer gumboots. All this 
rain and now warmth, has resulted in 
abundant grass, with some paddocks with 
grass above knee height. 
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Zahara Yclipse and Satin Park Njika 

Hilary Dortmans now has three beautiful Irish 
foals safely delivered. Two jennets were born 
on the same day, one to Eaglehawk Phoebe 
and the other to Daisydowns Clover. Ten days 
later Eaglehawk Freya produced a jack foal. 
This fellow caused some concern with his 
birth as he was a big boy and a tight fit. These 
three foals are all sired by Eaglehawk Phoenix. 
Mothers and babies are doing well. 

 

From Ann Berrett at ‘Ardock Farm’. 

Springtime again. It has been wet and windy. 
The ground is saturated, and the grass is 
growing as the daytime temperatures are 
increasing. The donkeys and horses are on 
restricted access to pasture and that means 
daily hay runs to their paddocks as I do not 
use round bales at this time of the year for 
the small standard and English/Irish donkeys. 

It is now two weeks todays since Southern 
Sky’s Shenandoah and Southern Sky’s 
Chantilly Lace have joined our herd of 
donkeys. Both jennies are 100% American 
Mammoth Jackstock bred by Pat and Barry 
Emmett in NSW. Chantilly Lace is 
Shenandoah’s weanling foal. Both have 

settled in beautifully and now learning the 
farm routine with assistance from paddock 
companions Awapuni Black Majora Maya also 
an 100% American Mammoth Jackstock (AMJ) 
jenny and my part bred AMJ jenny Southern 
sky’s Miranda. They are working out their 
‘relationships’ and it has been amusing to 
watch them especially around the hay bale 
when they come in each evening from the 
turnout paddock. 

Left to right: Southern Sky's Chantilly Lace, 
her mother, Southern Sky’s Shenandoah, 

Awapuni Maya (just see her behind the bale) 
and Southern Sky’s Miranda 

I have had to move Daisy and Elsie into an 
area adjacent to that occupied by Maya and 
Miranda. A decision purely to manage their 
access to growing pasture as I prefer not to 
separate bonded donkeys. They are also 
adjusting to the new arrangement. 

Now that restrictions are easing and we are all 
vaccinated, we hope that we can get together 
for our regular monthly outing. A picnic in 
Heyfield is planned for the first week in 
November. The contact person for this group 
is Ann Berrett. 
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Our Story So far 
By Pat and Roy 
 

We, my stepbrother and I, were born in the 
Mallee in Victoria. That was two years ago, or 
close to it. So, I am three months older than 
my stepbrother.  I, therefore, am the oldest 
and smartest; at least I think so. 

Us 

The young girl who bred us was nice enough 
and at least during our first one and a half 
years we were both with our mothers and our 
owner was around a fair bit of the time.  We 
never knew our father, but our mothers were 
kind and took good care of us.  The girl who 
bred us had us gelded, just before we were 
abruptly placed into a calf trailer, so it wasn’t 
even a float and driven up the road, a few 
kilometres to our new home.  The procedure 
of gelding us was the only veterinary 
attention we have ever received, so we had 
no vaccinations, worming or drenching.   

We arrived at our new place and just went 
wild in our paddock of ten acres. This paddock 
had an ornery steer in residence, who tried to 
play kamikaze games with us when he was in 
the mood.  There was nothing in the paddock 
and it was so flat that the horizon was on view 
in every direction.  Thank God we had each 

other as it was so boring. We were thrown 
some hay at night, which was our only real, 
human contact over six months.   

There was a road that ran along one relentless 
side of the 10 acres.  So, we could run the 
length of it, flat out, to show off for the school 
bus.  The school kids use to call out and make 
rude noises and gestures and then at night 
there was nothing, not even a single bird 
singing, or even some vermin for stimulation.  
It was flat, bleak nothingness.  Sometimes we 
looked forward to the charge of the steer to 
break the monotony. 

One day a truck arrived and loaded up our 
lunatic of a companion and off he went to the 
saleyard.  Almost straight away the next move 
was to get rid of us, as we were of no use to 
our owner.  We had served our purpose in 
quietening down the steer.  So, since we 
achieved that by simply being in the paddock, 
we can only imagine how crazy he must have 
been before we arrived. 

Then shortly after this, our world changed.  
Out of the blue, a small lady arrived. She took 
one look at us and nodded. So, while she 
talked to the bloke who owned us; we kept 
pacing up and down the closest fence to look 
appealing.  She had some treats for us and 
actually talked to each of us for a while, which 
was completely new to us.  We did not want 
to lose sight of her.  In the six months we had 
lived on that flat, open paddock we had never 
had any visitors.  When our owner came 
home from work each day he just stayed in his 
white box. When the little lady drove away 
that day, we were once again left alone in our 
windy paddock. 

Exactly one week later that same lady arrived 
again, but this time with another lady, who 
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drove into our paddock with a massive float. 
The night before we had been locked in the 
cattle yard and thought it was the end for us.  
It had rained hard that night, so the thick mud 
was above our hooves and lifting a leg was 
like being stuck down with superglue.   This 
new lady had the best treats we had ever 
tasted.  She was so different, like she 
understood us, and she had so much patience, 
which she needed with me. She had me 
eating out of her hand, really, I couldn’t stop.   
It turned out she was the owner of many 
animals, six of them donkeys. Being the older 
Donk by three months and the taller, stronger 
and more attractive, in my opinion, I was 
haltered first and when I was led out of the 
yard, I promptly reared up with all my might 
and took off, whereas my boring, obedient 
brother, behaved in his usual, demure 
manner. 

The next day at dawn, after spending the 
second night in the cattle yard, hungry, stuck 
in the clinging mud, our two saviours arrived.  
Those two beautiful ladies reappeared, like a 
miracle. After a few hours of my nonsense, 
you know, like two front feet on the float’s 
ramp and the back two feet firmly back on 
terra firma, my brother had had enough and 
as he had backed himself into the crush, he 
firmly pushed me onto the float.  He is a lot 
smarter than people believe.  Next, he 
followed me into the float, where I was all 
tied into my position and then he was 
suddenly there beside me, ready for a journey 
that would change our lives forever. 

Never before had we been on any kind of 
journey in a float, let alone over five hours.  
Side by side, we looked at the passing scenery 
and felt like we were in luxury 
accommodation.  When we finally arrived 
before dark, we were so excited to see a 
paddock of trees.  They tasted so good.  
Walking in between the trees under a canopy 
that was so sheltered was an experience 
beyond words. 

So that little lady named us for the first time 
in our lives.  It was strange to hear her say our 
names.  I am Pat and my quieter; little brother 
is Roy.  It is now exactly two months since we 
arrived here in Southwest Victoria, down by 
the sea.  We have a grassy paddock and a 
woodland paddock, and we have our own dog 
called Sid.  He sticks by our new owner like 
glue, so anytime we see him we know she is 
following, as he runs very, very fast.  From the 
time we arrived there were many visitors 
from the community who made us feel 
special.  We love the neighbours and have got 
to know where everything is and the routines 
of everyone around.  There are so many birds 
and wallabies and koalas.  The children who 
have visited us so far have really made us 
happy and it makes us feel good to know we 
help people to smile. 

Three weeks ago, some of our owner’s friends 
came with a tractor, utes and so many tools to 
build us a shelter and a yard.  We kept 
supervising the fencing and the construction 
from our side of the fence and now that it is 
complete every night it is so exciting when we 
go into the yard and eat our hay.  I cannot get 
over eating out of my own feeder.  We don’t 
even have to share it. We even have a lick 
block in the shelter.  It makes us feel safe and 
secure in there and we know that we are 
loved. 

Supervising the yard building 

So, we decided a week ago that we were here 
to stay, so we thought we would call out to 
our owner to welcome her.  We also call out 
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when we are due to go into our yard at night 
as we are always just so excited to see her 
then. 

We now look forward to learning heaps over 
the years, giving lots of love back to our 
friends and sharing our beautiful, new home 
with the lady that cared enough to bring us 
here and to name us “Pat” and “Roy”.  

Roy on the left and me on the right 

Lice in donkeys 
From The Donkey Sanctuary andhttps://www.msdvetmanual.com/integumentary-system/lice/lice-in-
horses-and-donkeys

Lice are small, parasitic insects. There are lots 
of different types of lice, the most common to 
affect the donkey is a type of ‘chewing louse’. 
Horses and donkeys may be infested by two 
species of lice, Haematopinus asini, the horse 
bloodsucking louse, and Damalinia equi, the 
horse biting louse. Both species are 
distributed worldwide. D. equi is a small louse, 
1–2 mm long, and H. asini is 3–3.5 mm long.  

Damalinia Equi 

Lice live beneath the hair, where they feed on 
the donkey’s skin and lay eggs. They are 
passed on to other donkeys when they come 
into close contact and can cause the donkey 
to be very itchy.  The lice are usually found 
around the base of the hairs or on the skin. 
They can be visible in good light when you 
part the hair of your donkey and can look like 

walking dandruff! A good place to look is 
behind the elbow as this is a common site for 
lice and the hair there is thinner and easier to 
part. Lice also often come to the surface of 
the hair when a donkey sweats. The eggs (or 
nits) may also be seen stuck to the hairs. 

 

Things that can cause a donkey to get lice are 
stressors such as high stocking density, poor 
feed quality, gestational status, and 
underlying health issues. These stressors can 
increase a donkey’s susceptibility and degree 
of infestation. Longer body hair, whether a 
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winter coat or feathering, appears to allow for 
higher densities of lice to be sustained, 
because they have greater surface area to 
infest. Infestations are most common in 
winter and early spring. 

When donkeys have lice, it is important to try 
to manage them, as itching in certain 
individuals can become so bad that they rub 
themselves and create sores and bald patches 
and may also damage property by scratching 
on it. 

 

How can I get rid of lice?  

Controlling lice can be challenging, especially 
in homes with multiple donkeys.  

Most lice can be killed with licenced chemical 
products that are applied to the skin in the 
form of a diluted ‘wash’. In Australia the best 
product to use is Lice N Simple. This contains 
the insect growth regulator triflumuron, 
which interferes with insect chitin synthesis 
and acts primarily against immature lice, 
causing death by rupturing the malformed 
cuticle and/or by insect starvation. It provides 
effective control of biting lice Werneckiella 
(also known as Damalinia or Bovicola) equi on 
horses, with a single treatment which involves 
pouring a small amount of the liquid along the 
donkey’s neck and spine. 

 

 

Another chemical product is Pestene, which 
contains Sulfur 50 g/kg and rotenone 10 g/kg. 
This is applied weekly by sprinkling along a 
donkey’s coat and working it into the skin. It 
can also be applied to bedding and rugs  

 

If not sure which product to use, consult with 
your veterinarian. 

An alternative to chemicals can be clipping 
and bathing the donkey. Clipping away long 
hair will allow the shampoo to reach the skin. 
Bathing with shampoo can work by drowning 
the adult lice and killing them. However, Lice 
eggs can remain viable and so your donkey 
will need a repeat bath after a couple of 
weeks, by which time any eggs will have 
hatched but not had time to lay further eggs. 
Shampoos claiming to be anti-parasitic tend 
to have very low levels of the active 
ingredient and this can have the effect of 
promoting resistance to the effects of the 
product. Therefore, it is best to use a 
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perfume-free baby shampoo, which is not too 
harsh to cause damage to your donkey’s eyes 
and sensitive tissues. 

There is research being done on whether 
lavender and tea tree essential oils may be 
useful for treating lice on donkeys. A study 
done in 2015 determined that tea tree and 
lavender essential oils appear to be valuable 
aids in managing equine lice infestations. 
However, the author of the study noted that 
not all essential oil products are the same for 
treating lice. Many products on the market 
contain very low concentrations of the 
essential oil or have the oil in an inappropriate 
formulation. These products are very unlikely 
to have any effect and, therefore, it is 
important to be wary of these products when 
trying to find alternative parasite control 
measures 
(https://beva.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full
/10.1111/evj.12431) 

Donkey rugs, grooming tools and tack should 
all be thoroughly washed as well to ensure 
they are free of eggs or adults and do not 
reinfest your donkeys. It is also a good idea to 
treat all the animals in a herd. 

How to bathe your donkey 

Not like this! 

1. You may need a friend or family member to 
help occupy and reassure your donkey during 
the bath.  

2. Wet the donkey’s body all over, preferably 
using a watering can with a rose type of 
sprinkler head or a hose from mixer taps with 
hot and cold water. Pour the water slowly to 
introduce this to your donkey slowly and give 
them time to become used to it. Do not 
drench in one go and leave the head and ears 
to last. 

3. Use the shampoo sparingly and massage 
into the body. Remember the more you use 
the more there is to rinse. Start from the neck 
down, paying attention to the mane, the 
withers, the armpits, and the groin area; these 
are the common areas for lice. 

4. Use a small sponge to wet the face and 
areas behind the ears and hollows above the 
eyes; this is another common site for lice. Use 
your spare hand to protect your donkey’s 
eyes. 

5. Squeeze a little shampoo on to the sponge 
and work the shampoo into these areas. 

6. With clean warm water, rinse your donkey 
thoroughly, use a clean sponge or small cup 
for their ears and face area. 

7. Pat your donkey dry using old towels, this is 
the bit that your donkey will enjoy. Use a 
small towel and dab gently to dry the ears and 
face. 

Always use warm water except in extremely 
hot weather. 

Do not get water in your donkey’s ears. 

Remember to give lots of praise once you 
have finished bathing your donkey. 

Some donkeys appear to be affected much 
more severely by the presence of lice than 
others. If they are very itchy or the lice don’t 
seem to be treated by clipping and bathing, 
you should contact your vet for advice. 
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Life Member – Ruth Walker  
Information collected by Pam Newton 

I really don’t remember life without donkeys. 
We had a donkey (Henry) in England but had 
to leave him behind when we moved from 
England to Australia.  When we arrived in 
Tasmania, my mother (Ann Walker) wanted to 
buy another donkey but was unable to find 
one to buy in Tasmania, and so bought six 
young, wild donkeys from the Northern 
Territory.  I was only three years old when 
these six arrived at our home in Tasmania, 
and naturally I took it for granted that it was 
quite safe for me to be around them, 
fortunately they were very kind and patient 
and I didn’t come to any harm. Since my 
mother had bought six donkeys, two jacks 
(Pete and Jason) and four jennies (Jane, 
Mandy, Katey and Sally), she decided she was 
going to start a stud.  Things didn’t go entirely 
smoothly with that.  Pete, the older of the two 
jacks, turned out to be sterile, but Jason grew 
up into a lovely jack.  Unfortunately, the first 
foaling season also didn’t go well, and we lost 
four of the six foals born that year, finally 
getting our first live foal from Mandy and 
Jason.  After that rough start to breeding, 
things mostly went more smoothly, and in 
January 1973 when we moved to Victoria, we 
brought six jennies with foals at foot, and one 
jack.  Among these were four of the original 
group, Mandy, Katey, Sally and Jason. My 
mother later sold Mandy, Katey and Jason, 
but Sally was with us for the rest of her life, 
and I still have descendants of Katey and Sally 
among my current donkeys. 

Ruth with her siblings, Graham and Max, her 
mother Ann and Jane and Jason the donkeys 

At this time there were also people looking at 
forming a donkey society in Australia, and in 
1972, my mother was invited to travel to 
Victoria to attend the first meeting and be 
part of this.  She became the first President, 
and the first editor of Donkey Digest. 

As a young adult, I took over the stud and 
most of the donkeys, my mother had 
diversified and was breeding English/Irish 
donkeys as well as a line of Australian donkeys 
descended from Sally, and for many years I 
continued on with these two separate 
breeding programs, I also spent a number of 
years on committee, at least as much as I 
could fit it in around parenting and living life, 
and attended most DSV events including the 
annual Championship Show. The 2000s saw 
changes in my life. I found I was parenting a 
talented young dancer and for years I was 
needed as a Dance Mum.  At this time, I still 
had donkeys, but they were mostly geldings 
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with some aging breeding donkeys, and I think 
there were at least 5 or 6 years that no foals 
were born here, I didn’t get to donkey events, 
and for some years I was involved with other 
things more than donkeys.   

Ruth on Rocky, leading Ben on Keysoe Cocoa 

Then late in 2013, things changed again with 
the big auction of wild donkeys held at Echuca 
Saleyards.  I wasn’t looking to buy more 
donkeys, and I really didn’t think I needed to 
be buying wild donkeys, but with my interest 
in Australian Teamster donkeys, and fond 
memories of my first wild donkeys, I couldn’t 
resist going to the sale, and I did end up with 
an older jack from that sale. Rupert is a wily 
old fellow, and has been interesting to work 
with, he is very cautious and slow to trust, and 
8 years on still only trusts me, mostly, and 
Ben, somewhat. But I like a challenge, and he 
reminded me how much I like working with, 
and training donkeys, and I have since tamed 
and handled another 14 wild donkeys.  Among 
these have been Mulga, my handsome jack.  

And jennies; Tinga, Merinda, Adina, and Cleo, 
all very nice Australian Teamsters. 

This rekindling of my interest and enthusiasm 
for all things donkey also brought me back to 
being an active and involved member, and I 
began to get to donkey events again and went 
back on committee at the 2017 Annual 
General Meeting. 

My current breeding donkeys are all 
Australian Teamsters, I also have my riding 
gelding Rocky who is part Teamster and part 
English, three young Teamster geldings, two 
of these are trained for riding, and three 
English/Irish geldings trained for harness. 

Over the years, the donkeys have always been 
very important in my life, they are a big part 
of who I am and who my friends are.  I have 
bred donkeys for many years and continue to 
breed Australian Teamsters, I have also 
trained my donkeys for riding, driving, and 
packing and spent countless hours enjoying all 
those activities with them. 

 

Ruth with Keysoe Sky at the 2019 
Championship Show (Michelle Knoll) 

  

 



Brayings                                                                                             November 2021 

19 
 

Donkey Breeds – Mediterranean 
Miniature 
By Chase Day 

  
 

The Miniature Mediterranean Donkey is the 
smallest breed of donkey and originated from 
the Greek islands of Sardinia and Sicily. They 
have a long history and have not been 
recently bred down to height. Now almost 
extinct in their native land, these little animals 
are a popular pet. Due to their small size, they 
were used to turn grinding stones to mill grain 
inside houses. There are woodcuts that show 
them walking around in circles, blindfolded, 
turning the mill. They were also used to carry 
water from wells and supplies out to 
shepherds working in the fields. How and 
when the donkey entered Sardinia and in 
what state is unknown.  Another unknown is 
how these donkeys came to be the size they 
are. One speculation is that it was due to 
genetic isolation. 

 

In his 1928 book “Sardinia, The Island of the 
Nuraghi" Douglas Goldring describes the 
setting in which he finds the Sardinian 
Donkey.  “…..The courtyards of those 
homes….were each divided into two distinct 
halves, one of them devoted to the stables for 
the oxen, the grist-mill (where the little 
blindfolded donkeys go round and round all 
day grinding the corn)…" 

 

“…..I never grew tired of watching the little 
brown Sardinian donkeys trotting up and 
down the steep street to the Castello, laden 
with enormous loads.  The Sardinian donkey is 
sure the most adorable of his species.  Some 
are so small that one could almost lift them up 
and carry them under one arm.  Kindness to 
animals, unfortunately, is not characteristic of 
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any Mediterranean country, and Sardinia is no 
exception…."    

Robert Green, his grand-nephew and 
Christopher Columbus, the first miniature 

donkey born in the USA. 

In 1929 a Stockbroker named Robert Green 
heard about the donkeys during a trip to 
Europe. Without even seeing them he 
imported six Jenny’s and a Jack to the U.S 
from Sicily using an agent in Paris. He took 
them to his Stud Farm in New Jersey. One of 
the Jennies was pregnant and on Columbus 
Day 1929, she gave birth to a little jack who 
was named ‘Christopher Columbus’, the first 
miniature donkey born in the USA. They 
generated interest and further importation 
into the USA occurred at regular intervals up 
until the 1950’s, and possibly the early 1960’s. 
A registry was established in the US in 1958 
and is thriving today.  

With only a few hundred animals remaining in 
Sardinia today (likely due to cross breeding 
with larger donkeys), these exports are 
important for their genetic value. In 2002, The 
Italian Association of Breeders showed only 
430 registered Sardinian Donkeys.  A DNA 
study done by the Department of Veterinary 
Science, University of Kentucky, found that 

there is a biochemical signature (DNA) for the 
Miniature Donkey that is distinct from the 
Standard Donkey. 

Italian Royal Children, circa 1911 

 
The Mediterranean Miniature Donkey in 
Australia: 
 
From between roughly 1996 and 2007 the 
first lots of imports began to arrive in 
Australia. 
 
Riverside Sparky Magnito was one of the first 
with Ass-Pirin Acres Lil Bit of Magic, Ass-Pirin 
Acres Happy, Ass-Pirin Acres Snookums (who 
had a foal). These were all imported by Judy 
Drust. 
 
Joan Young imported- Copperas Creek Lucky 
Penny, Copperas Creek Belle, Copperas Creek 
Juliet, Copperas Creek Cupid, and Copperas 
Creek Startrek. 
 
Lil Half Pints Abners Caesar, Hickory Hill Cocoa 
Bean and Pygmy Acres Alice were also some 
of the original imports. 
 
Malakai Miniature donkeys in Miners Rest 
near Ballarat was formed in 2010 and now 
runs a herd of around 40 miniature donkeys. 
 
In 2010 Poplargrove imported two micro jacks 
and a micro filly from the USA: N&D’s 
Lonestar Love Bandit [spotted], N&D’s 
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Nighthawk and N&D’s Cowboy Kisses 
[spotted]. 

The maximum height of a Mediterranean 
Miniature is 36”, with the majority being 
between 30”- 36” tall. The smallest are 
around 28” and they can get even smaller.  
Poplargrove Tiny Tidy is only 27” and his son 
Poplargrove Unobtanium is expected to 
mature even smaller. Those donkeys under 
30” tall are known as Micro-Miniatures. 

Poplargrove Tiny Teddy (Andy Hearns) at 7 
months old. 

In appearance they should appear as a proper 
miniature working animal: stocky, draft type, 
strong boned and well-muscled. At maturity 
they should be able to pull a small cart. Their 
average lifespan is 25-30 years. 

The most common colour is grey dun with 
chocolate highlights. Other colours include 
brown, black, slate grey, sorrel, spotted, 
piebald, skewbald and cream. Their usual coat 
length is the same as the bigger donkeys, but 
there are also ‘Woolly’ minis, as per 
Poplargrove Tiny Teddy (above) that have a 
longer coat. Woolly minis are quite rare, out 
of 60,000 registered minis in the USA, only 
300-350 are woolly. 

They are generally loyal, affectionate, 
extremely intelligent, faithful, soft, and gentle 
pets. Their small size and sweet nature make 

them ideal for the family, children, disabled 
adults, and the elderly. Whilst they generally 
require the same care as any other equine – 
dental treatment, farriery (but shoes are not 
needed), worming etc…. one area where they 
do require special care is their diet as they can 
put weight on easily. If looking to purchase a 
Mediterranean Miniature Donkey it is 
important to purchase from a reputable 
breeder and first-time owners should make 
sure to seek advice on care from experienced 
mini owners. 

Poplargrove Unobtanium (Andy Hearns) 

Malakai Breac (Rebecca Chapman) 
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Alfie and Louie (Gina Manger) 

Benbullen Brays April (Sarah Xuereb) 

 

 

 

Joy’s Marshall Sea (Jo Brown) 

GreenHills Poppy and Ecclestone Valley 
Kosmo (Sarah Hines) 



Brayings                                                                                             November 2021 

23 
 

 

Joy’s Carlotta and Joy’s Camille (Joan Young) 

Clovercrest Amore and Ecclestone Valley 
Archie (Judy Finney) 

Joy’s Primrose (Joan Young) 

 

 

 

Ecclestone Valley Marco (Judy Finney) 

Joy’s Dream Catcher (Joan Young) 

Arthur, Alfie, and Malakai Annie (Karen and 
Ron Gray) 
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Flashy Lad or Tasko (Jo Brown) 

Ecclestone Valley Marley Rose (Judy Finney) 

 

Werona Vale Johnny (Colin Butler) 

Werona Vale Kimberley (Colin Butler) 
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Pat’s Corner  
Advice from Life Member, Harness Driver and former Rider and Breeder Pat Streefkerk.  
 
A recent experience has prompted me to write this 
time on medical issues with donkeys. 

My 26-year-old donkey Wendanjo Cindy (“Cindy”), 
who has always needed to be kept on a careful diet 
as she easily became overweight, suddenly started 
to lose weight, and appeared somewhat 'vague' 
mentally. Her diet consisted of very limited 
amounts of grass, with one or two slices only of 
very plain grass hay between Cindy and her 
paddock mate, Serena, and a daily biggish, small 
hole net, of barley straw, on an ad lib basis. I tried 
giving her a daily small feed of oaten chaff and 
Coprice, then changed to another more processed 
popular feed (gradually) with no improvement. She 
had to be coaxed to eat any feed. I had her teeth 
checked (they are done regularly with no ongoing 
problems) and then called the vet. 

He felt that she probably had ulcers and says they 
are far more common than most people realise, 
and not necessarily the result of any stressful 
situations. She was given a course of Ulcerguard 
and improved quite a bit. The Ulcerguard comes in 
the form of a tube of paste like wormers, with a 
calculated amount each day. Cindy is terrible at 
having anything put in her mouth but would eat it 
in half a slice of wholemeal bread. He also did not 
like the processed food I had started to use and 
put her back on chaff and Coprice. I was trying to 
give her one large cup of chaff and a small cup of 
Coprice, with some Stockgain for mineral 
supplement, which she normally likes. She was not 
losing more weight, but not gaining much either 
and needed to be coaxed to eat. She would not 
even show any interest in her piece of carrot each 
morning, most unusual. I then also gave her 3 
injections weekly of L-Carnitine which is a 
supplement for horses and dogs and that seems to 
help, and she is acting much more normally now 
and eager to have her feed. I have had to keep up 
with a larger quantity of Coprice and increased 

access to green grass. The advice from the vet is to 
cut down on the straw and hay and increase the 
green grass after ulcers. She now seems normal for 
an old donkey and quite happy and comfortable. 

I have also learnt some new facts about donkeys: 

When needing to have an intravenous injection, 
the normal site for equines is mid neck. But in 
donkeys the blood vessel is far deeper than in 
horses for that middle section, and it is much 
easier to get into the vein in the upper third of the 
neck. 

Also, donkeys have a normal Red Cell Count lower 
than that of horses. The normal range for a donkey 
is from 4 to 7.3, average around 5.5. I have heard 
of several donkey that have been classed as 
anaemic by vets who use horse values.  

Most vets generally learn very little or nothing 
about donkeys during their training, so tend to 
treat them with horse values. Donkeys also have a 
faster uptake of most medicines than horses and 
often need higher dose with shorter effective 
times. 

And never forget that donkeys are far more stoic 
than horses about pain. If your donkey looks just 
not quite normal to your eye, then it is likely that 
he is quite sick and needs a vet. 

Also, the vets in the UK Donkey Sanctuary 
(vets@the donkeysanctuary.org.uk) are always 
very happy to talk to your vet over any problems 
with donkeys. This is a free service, and they are 
specialists in all things donkey. 

Editor – Sadly since this article was written Cindy 
has passed away. Vale Wendanjo Cindy and our 
deepest condolences to Pat.  
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Cindy at a long reining clinic a few years ago Cindy, recovering from her ulcers and putting 
weight back on. 

Welcome to new and returning Members 
• Julie Beck 
• Rachel Licheri 

• Pauline Keil 
• Lee Harrison

Committee Business 
• Starting to Plan for 50th Anniversary 
• On boarding of new Committee Members Ann and Chris 
• Discussions of changes to the new member pack 
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Word Search 
 

Hidden in this word search are items that you may find in your 
grooming, kit, especially if you are going to a show.  

If you can find all TEN words, email the answers to 
donkey@hmdp.com by 31st December 2021 to go into a draw to 
win this cute tea towel.  

Good Luck! 

 

 

H S U R B Y D N A D R S 
S A R S B E B M O U T P 
U Z B O O F M I K A S O 
R P W O D C O J B E A N 
B O D F Y U C L K F P G 
R E S C B R E X C S T E 
E G J A R R N V I Q N P 
T S Y R U Y A W P L U G 
A B R B S C M R F B G I 
W O B G H O O F O I L N 
A E R V Y M P H O O J R 
R S U A S B T M H M L A 
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